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PREFACE 


The {list part of this book was published four years ago * 
and in the Introduction I had given an outline of the plan 
to be followed in the second part. But 1 regret to say that 
the last four years have been to me a period of great trial 
as owing to chronic nephrites an<4 asthma attended with 
weakness of heart, 1 passed my time "struggling between life 
and death, and had in consequence to give up some of the 
details that 1 had thought of working out in this part. When- 
ever I could snatch a few days of comparative health, I set 
myself to work, but I experienced a great obstruction from 
the dilatoriness of the press. 1 had to change four presses 
juccessively for completing this work, the shortness of accented 
types in these presses made it impossible for me to observe 
uniformity in the spelling of those words which had to be 
accented. Defects and irregularities on this head wiU be 
cbservcd throu^ liout the^book, for which 1 beg to be excused. 

One of the noteworthy features of this book is that 
I have given in ^he appendix exhaustive gooealogical tables 
of the Baro Bhuiya and of the leadeli of various sects 
principally the Vaisnavas, whose history I have treated in this 
part. I had to collect these accounts from some Assamese 
gentlemen and 1 beg to offer ny heartf^ thanks to them. 

I have, however given more or less elaborate accounts of 
the subject I originally ook up in hand, working in the midst 
of great difficulties, but I am sorry I could not touch the inter- 
esting subject of the development of the modern Sakta cult of 
Assam* If 1 live to bring out a second 'edition of this work, I 
shall try to trace this memorable event which had such a wide 
spread influence r>n the neighbouring localities. 


The Visvakosh Cottage. 
9, Visv^ikosh Lane, 
Bagba ar, CcJcutta. 
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Nagendranath Vasu. 
1-10-1926. 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE BARO-BHUIYAS IN ASSAM. 

A king of the name of Durlabhanarayana 
reigned at Kamatapur in the west of K.imarupa 
when Purusottama Dasa* was holding his 
sway in Central Assam. This king is called 
Kama tes vara in the Assam Buranji. It has 
been narrated before that \>wing to repeated 
invasions of the Muhammadans the country 
was in turmoil. At last matters came to a 
pass and anarchy reigned everywhere. Petty 
kingdoms then rose here and there. The 
Kayastha Adi-Bhuiy^ roie in power in Bas< 
tern Assam and the D^a dynasty established 
their sway in Central Assam. Durlabhana- 
rayana now curved out a kingdom for 
himself in Kamata or western Kamarupa. 
According to the Buranji and Guru-Charitra 
Durlabhanarayana had to be engaged in 
constant war-fare with the neighbouring 


Dutlabhsp 

king of 
Kamata. 


•See Vol. I., p. 
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princes. He had to fight a long and bloody 
war against the king Dharmanarayana of 
Gauda. At last both these kings stopped 
their hostilities and became friends. At 
the invitation of Durlabhanarayana seven 
Brihmanas and seven Kayasthas came to 
the kingdom of Kamata from Gauda. 

The following account shows that a chief of 
the name of Narayana lived in north Bengal 
corresponding to the modern district of 
Dinajpur about the time we are speaking of. 

We learn from Batu-Bhatta’s Devavamta, 
that ‘Danujarideva of the Deva dynasty was 
the ruler or feudatory chief of Kantakadvipa. 
Dharma- He paid his respects to Dasarathi the son of 
Makaranda Bandya at a place called Bandya- 
ancastora. ghati and made a gift the villages of Harikoti, 
Naihati, Latagrama, Paida, and Navachara 
to his sons. He was a friend and relative of 
Lakshmana Sena, the king of Gauda. He 
accompanied Lakshmarta Sena when the 
latter fled away being attacked by the Muham- 
madans. He also fought against the Musal- 
mans bravely standing by the ;side of Madhava 
Sena, the son of Lakshma/ta Sena. At last he 
drowned himself in the holy river Bhagirathl. 
Kantakadvipa was then taken by the Musal- 
m&ns and his son Harideva settled at Pandu- 
nagara (modern Pandus). His son Nirayana- 
deva was a man knowing Dharma and 
uph olding Dharma. But still he was not 
favoured by the Genius of Royalty. He had 
two sons ^Purandara and Purujit. ^Purandara 
renounced the world and became a Sannyast. 
Pumjit's son was Aditya. Aditya had two 
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SOBS, Dereadra and Kshitindra. Through the 
grace of the goddess Ranachandl Devendra be- 
came the lord of Pandunagara. Devendra’s son 
was Mahendradeva. He became king at Pa^idu- 
nagara having expelled the Mlihammadans 
and having exterminated the Kansya race.^ 

Some time ago a silver coin of Mahendra- 
deva was found at Pandu» near the ruins 
of Gauda. This coin bears the words “Chandi- 
charana-parayana ( ) Mahendra 

deva ( ) Pandunagara ( ) and 

1336 Saka. Hence it is proved that Mahendra- 
deva, was the king of Gauda in 1336 Saka 
year i e. 14'14 A. D. 

We think that Narayana who has been 
described as 'knowing virtue’ ( ) and 

upholding virtue’ ( ) is the same 

person as Dharraandrayana the contemporary 
of Durlabhanarayana of Kamati. Durlabha- 
narayana flourished at a time when the rule 
of the old royal dynasty was at an end and 
the various chiefs were fighting with one 
another in the hope of seizing the royal 
authority. Ih North Bengal, Nirayanadeva 
too, in those unsettled days, made an attempt 
to conquer the kingdom of Karaats. This is why 
a war took place between these two kings. 
It is recorded in the Devavansa that Nardyana- 
deva “was not favoured by the Genius of 
Royalty.’’ This shows that his attempts 
were fruitless. It is needless to say that 
Ndrayana was a Kayastha of the Deva 


Mahctidra- 
deva, king of 
Pandua. 


(1) Vide Batu BhaUa't Deravanifai Tcrica, 26—5:3. 
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family. Darlabhan'arayana too belonged to a- 
line of feudatory chiefs. Being firmly established 
Dorlabha- in his kingdom after his victory in the war, he 
^d^aeven had brought seven wise Kayasthas who seem to 
^^hM^*** ^ members of his own caste, so that with 
their help he might restore peace and order 
in his dominions. From the account of the 
Deva line that has been given above it is 
known that Narayanadeva’s great-grandson 
Mahendradeva was the lord of Pandunagara, 
It has also been mentioned before that his 
silver coin has been discovered near Maldab. 
Some of bis coins have been found in 
Eastern Bebgal. 

These coins show that even during the 
early days of the 15th century when the 
Muhammadans had established themselves in 
the country Mahendradeva had for some- 
time been known as the ‘lord of Gauda.’ 
Hence it does not at all appear strange that 
his ancestor Narayauadeva or Dharma- 
narayawa would have been known as the ‘lord 
of Gauda’ in Assam. As for the descendants 
of the seven Kayasthas who were honoured 
by Durlabhanarayana, some say that their 
ancestors migrated to Assam from Dinajpur, 
while others hold that the original seat 
of their family was at Kanaujpur. These 
two statements do not appear conflicting. 
Narayanadeva had indeed been living in the 
northern part of Dinajpur in order to be 
safe from the Muhammadans. This place was 
within the kingdom of Gauda and the 
borders of the ancient principality of Kamat& 
were not far from it. Hence it is but natural 
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that the Kayasthas and Brahmanas mentioned 
before would have migrated from this place. 
The place where the Brahmanas and the 
Kayasthas brought by Durlabhanarayana 
settled was in the vicinity of the capital 
city of Katnatapur and it was called 
Kanaujpur. In later days, the Brahmanas 
and the Kayasthas of this place went to live 
in the eastern part of Kamarupa. Hence the 
tradition abou^ the coming of the Brahmanas 
of Kamarupa from Kanaujpur does not appear 

to be without any foundation. 

According to the Assam Buranji the names 
of those seven Brahmanas ate Bhavaninatha, 
Govinda Misra, Janardana Chakravarti, 
Ramapati, Kavibharatl, Gaurikanta, and 
Kedara Mi;ra,“ According to the account given 
in Gurucharita the names of seven Brah- 
manas were (1) Krishna Pandita, (2) Raghu- 
pati, (3) Ramavara, (4) Lohara, (5) Vayana, 
(6) Dharam, and (7) Mathura. Again in 
Nllakantha Dasa’s Damodaracharita, ther6 
is mention of the names of Brahmananda of 
the Gautama Gotra the ancestor of Oamodara- 
deva and of his relative Adivara and of 
Lanofadeva th'e ancestor of iSankaradeya, the 

(2) Vide Assam Buranji, p. 96. (Assam CoTt. Collection 
Gauhati no. 78) 

(3) “c’hc?'*?? vtona i 

vt#? atsi TOitv 

3tVi1 I 

Vtn »NPI rwtliR cajtOT I 

VlCVTOi VCHlsn*! I 

vwi fw lisi* 

Dsmodaracharits bj Nilakantliadaa. 


Kanuta and 
Kanaunjpar 


Bengali 

Brahmanaa 

atKanmta 
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Bengali 

Kayastha 

ancestors 


greatest amongst the seven Ksyasthas.® On 
account of these conflicting accounts, it is very 
difficult to give the names of the Brahmanas 
who come from Gauda at the invitation of 
DurlabhanSrayaaa. 

According to the author of Gurucharita, 
the seven Kayasthas were Hari, /Srlbaii; 
Aripati, »Sridhara, Chidiinanda, Sadiinanda 
and Chandfvara. Of all the men coming 
from Gauda Chaadfvara was tl^ most learned 
and most intelligent. The King Durlabha- 
narayajia conferred the title of Siromani or 
the chief of the BAuiI^hs upon him. According 
to the work called Daranga Rajavansavali, 
the Bhuiyas rose to power in the year 1236 
of the Saka Era i. e. 1314 A. D.* Now it 
is to be determined whether about that 
time there was a king called Dharmanara- 
rayaaa in Gauda, and whether there was any 
occasion for the coming of the Brithmanas 
and Kayasthas to the kingdom of KamatS. We 
are also to ascertain why the highest honour 
was conferred on a Kayastha though there 
were suitable Brahmanas. 

It has been said before that there is no 
agreement between the list given in the Assam 
Buranji, of the Brjihmans who were brought by 
the king <)f Kamataand the list of the Brahmanas 
who had come to Assam with the Kayasthas. 
Hence the conclusion is that the seven 
Brahma/tas spoken of in the Buranji and the 
seVen Kayasthas who were the ancestors of 

(*) «R5n "itv <g s 1 i’ " 

>'ide Assam Govt. Col. Darraug, no 9, pi. 1, leaf 3a) 
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the Bhniyas of Kamarupa did not come to 
Assam together or at the same time. Had 
these fourteen men come at the same time, 
the Hindu King Durlabhanaraya/ta would 
never have conferred the highest honour on a 
Kayastha by making him the ‘ASiromani 
Bhiiiya’ ignoring the Brahma;»as. The accounts 
given in the “Purushinami” ol the principal 
Bhuiya lines hint at the fact that the seven 
Kayasthas who had come to the court of the 
King Durlabhaniirayarta and had received 
honours there again went to Gauda, the 
country of their origin and came back there 
from to Kamata with their preceptors, 
family priests and wives, children and other 
relatives. Under these circumstances we are 
inclined to believe that the seven Brahmanas 
who had come to Assam with the Kayasthas 
at the time of their coming from Gauda- for 
the second time were their preceptors or 
priests. The seven Brahina;taa whose names 
occur in the Assam Buranji seem to have 
been brought for the worship of the 
family gods of "the King and the performance 
of his religious rites. The other seven 
Bramanas, got grants of laud from their 
Kayastha Yajeunanas when they rose to power 
and came subsequently to Ijc known as llhuiyiis 
or Zamindars. 

A careful perusal of the geneological tables 
collected from various places in Assam shows 
that the seven Kayasthas mentioned above had, 
at the time of their coming from Gau^ for 
the second time, brought with them five 
families of their relatives. These twelve 
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The flames 
the Baro- 
Bhuhras or 
the 12 chiefs 


pctsons might have in after ages been known 
as the twelve Bhuiyas. Their names are given 
below ; — 

1. Chandivara the <Siroma7ii Bhuija, son 
of Lan<2adeva. ( Krishnatreya Gotra. ) 

2. Haripala alias Vishnukanta Bhuiya, son 
of Krishnakanta. (Alamyana Gotra). 

3. i&a’ipati alias Jayapala Bhuiya (Kasyapa 
Gotra), 

4. Sridhara Bhuiya (Kautika Gotra). 

5. iffrihari alias /^ripati Saras vati (Gautama 
Gotra). 

6. Sadananda Bhuiya (Atreya Gotra). 

7. Chidananda aiias Chitapati Bhuiya 

(Kasyapa Gotra). 

8. iSripati Datta (Maudgalya Gotra). 

9. Gandharva Bhuiya (Alamyana Gotra). 

10. Buda Khan (Parasara Gotira). 

11. Lohavara (<9andilya Gotra). 

12. Chanugiri (Maudgalya Gotra). 

At first the above Kayasthas lived at 
Kanaujapur near the capital of Kamats. 
The great Vaishnava reformer <Sankaradeva 
writes in one place that the King Durlabha- 
narayana had conferred the title of Levidasa 
upon Chandivara. ® There is a tradition 
current among the descendant of the above 
Bhuiyis, that during the time of Durlabha- 
narayana, though the country was not weak 
in military strength, yet there was utter 
absence of good internal government and 
the* cultivation of learning. The country 
in those days was specially subjected to the 

(6) Vide AiainijaSatutyaBttranji. by OebendraMath 
Be-Bama, pp^SS. 
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inroads of the Kochas, the Mechatf and the 
Bhotias. In order to hold them in check the 
Bhuiyas had to live at I.engamaguri so 
that there they might check the progress 
of the Bhotias. Sir E. A. Gait calls this 
place Paimaghri. He says that here “they 
earned the gratitude of the people by erecting 
a bund. Subsequently the Bhutias raided Bhuiyas i 
and carried off a number of people, including thcu-nsc 
the son of Chandibar, but the latter, with 
the other Bhuiyns, followed the raiders and 
rescued the captives. He subsequently settled 
at Bardowa in Nowgong where his great- 
grand-son^ Sankar deb was born.”^ 

It seems probable that King Puruso- 
ttamadasa,an account of whom has already 
been given was deprived of his kingdom by the 
Bhuiyas It also seems likely that it was 
through their assistance that king Durlabha- 
naraya^a was able to extend his territories 
up to the river Bara Nadi. The Bhuiyas 
remained semi-independent during the time of 
Durlabhanaraya^ia and asserted their indepen- 
dence after his death. They ruled the country 
towards the middle of the fourteenth century. 

Sir E. A. Gait says, — 

“One of the legends of the Baro Bhuiya men- 
tions DurlabhanSrSyan as a Raja of Kamata 
and if it can be relied on, he would seem to 
have ruled at the end of the thirteenth century 
over the country between Bar Nadi and 
the Kara toy a. About the same time mention 
is made in the Ahom Buranji of a war 

(6) This should be great-great-grand son. 

(7) Vide Sir Gaait’s History of Assam, p. 38 
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Bhuiya 
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between the Ahoms and the Kamata Raja.’'» 
•‘Hostilities continued for some years with 
heavy losses on both sides. At last, their 
adversary grew weary of the war, and, on 
the advice of his ministers, sent an envoy to 
sue for peace. A treaty was made, and his 
daughter Rajaiii was given to the Ahom 
King ( Sukhangph.i ) in marriage. Sukhang- 
pha died in 1332, after a reign of thirty-nine 
years. He left four sons, Sukhrangpha, 

Sutupha, Tyaokhamti and Chao Pulai, 

Sukhrangpha, the eldest of the late King's 
four sons, ascended the vacant throne. 
He soon became unpopular, and his half- 
brother Chao-Pulai, whom he had appointed 
to be Saring Raja, hatched a consipiracy 
against him. The plot being detected, Chao 
Pulai fled to his kinsman, the Raja of Kamata, 
who agreed to help him and marched to 
Athgaon and thence to Saring. Sukhrangpha 
then became alarmed and not feeling suffi- 
ciently certain of the loyalty of his troops, 
opened negotiations and became reconciled 
with Chao-Pulai/'® 

With the rise of the Ahoms the power of the 
Bhuiyas in Upper Assam came to an end. 
They had been the right hand of the King of 
Kamata and had extended their possessions 
up to the districts of Darang and Nowgaon 
beyond the river Brahmaputra. About 
this time the Ahoms occupied the country 
to 'the cast of Majuli while the Bhuiyas 
ruled it up to the river Kara toy a in the west. 

<8) Sir £. A. Gait's History of Assam, p. 41* 

<9) Do. p. 77-78. 
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On account of the excellence of their admini- 
stration as well as the oppressions practised in 
Bengal by the Muhammadan rulers many 

families of the Brahmana and the Kayastha ?*'•*’'“*“* 

ftlCayastha 

class migrated to Assam to live under the families 
peaceful rule of the Bhuiyas. From a study 
of the genealogy of the descendants of 
the Bhuiyas we learn that Bardowa in 
Tembuanibandha was the seat of Chandivara, 

Paadunith and Tapachamat:t of the ancestors 
of Pratapa Bhiliya and Narayana respectively,. 

Loliaguri of Prrpati, Harakskuchi of Sarasvatf 
Bhuiy.a and Phulaguri of the ancestors of 
Rajendra Bhuiya. Besides these, Uguri and Luki 
under Brahmanas and Badanagar, Karnapur, 

Bejeni and Dighalpur were the other centres of 
Kayastha rule. Even the families of their priests 
and preceptors who had migrated to the 
country with them became Bhuiyas or Zamin- 
dars in various places. 

At first the Bhuiyas came to the village 
LengamSguri. Chaudivara constructed a big 
bund there and thus saved these parts from the 
flood of the Brahmaputra. At this the people 
were greatly pleased and blessed Chandivara. 

After he had been here for a short time Chandi- 
vara had a son of the name of Rajadhara. 

Here the Bhuiyas continued to live sharing the encouuter. 
joys and sorrows of the King. In the month of 
Agrahayana, the Bhotias commenced their raids. 

Gandharva Raya fled to the southern bank of 
the Brahmaputra. The Bhotias captured Raja- 
dhara and many other men and carried them 
off as prisoners. Chandivara, however, pursued 
and rescued all the captives. On account of the 
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The Bhuiya 
forts near 
Sin^^ari. 


Seats of the 

Baro 

Bhuiyas* 


Bhotiya incursions the people got offended with 
the Bhuiyas and gave out that none of them 
were against the Bhotias. The Bhuiyas 
became grieved at this. They said that it was 
no longer proper of them to stay on in a place 
where those, for whose benefit they were 
always working were against them. Then 
they left the place and after a short residence 
at a place called Som:li-bhalnkagiiri settled at 
Kutharaduri, Phonta and Simtilatalx in 
Uttarakula. On account of some inconvenience 
here they built four forts near Singari. After 
a short while the Bhotias invaded the country 
again ; after a three days’ battle they were 
defeated- At this stage Cha?K7Tvara died and 
his son Rnjadhara became the Stromnni Bhuiya. 
Durlabhan5r^ya?)a was filled with despair 
to see the increase of the power of those fear 
of whom he had engaged the twelve Bhuiyas in 
the distant parts of the country. Gunabhirama 
speaks of Cha?i(hvara’s residence near Singari 
while from the version of Sankaradeva we 
learn that he settled at a place called 
Batadrava (Bardowa) in Tembuanibandha. 


From the Purushavali of Prasiddhanaraya 7 ia, 
the Daranga-Rajavanfavali and other genea- 
logical tables of the Bhuiyas we learn that 
the following twelve places were the seats 
of Baro Bhuiyas viz, Bardowa, Badanagara, 
Kshetribhaga, Paudunath, Kamapur, 
Phulaguri, Bejni, Dighalapura, Uguri or 
Lohaguri, Luki, Jhargaon, and Dimuria. 
Moreover we learn from the Purushanama 
that the Bhuiyas reside at Harkakuchi, 
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and Narayanpur in Nowgong District, Kumiira- 
kanta, Golaghat, Dhiimahats, Gajalasuti, 
Bhabala<^bi ( in Sibsagar district ), and 
then at Kamalabari, Chunapara, Ganaka- 
kuchi, Kumaraknchi, Patabatisi, Sundaradia 
and Barapeta (in Kamrup district). The thing 
is that at the beginning the Bhuiyas had uo 
permanent seats. They had their camps in 
various places to carry on the work of admini- 
stration in an efficient manner. Now we 
proceed to give a short account of the Baro 
Bhuiyas. 

Chandivara. 

Ciia;a7Tvara, the Stro)na)ii or the chief 
of the Bhuiyas had settled at a place called 
Ba^adravfi (Bardow^^i) ' ^ in Tembiiilnibandha in 
the district of Kamrup. ITiS^ preceptor and 
priest Krish^uapandit (ancestor of Rama- 
charana Thakur ) came with him to live 
at this place. 

Even in the iS'ankaracharita by Bhusha^ia- 
nanda Kavibhnsha?ia it has l3een recorded that 
after sta^ung sometime in Gam7a Cha^uHvara 

(10) It is rccorderi in Nilakanthadasa’s Damodaraclinrita 
that Clniidivara’s father Landadeva settled at Rardowa 
and that Damodaradeva’s ancestor Brahtnananda of the 
Oantapia protra settled at a neiprhbourin^j place called 
Nalancha (vide Terse 179). But this runs counter to what 
is recorded in History and the book called “Vansavali"*. 
Hence we cannot accept the version of Nilakahtha. San- 
karadeva the grcat-great-grchid-son of Chandivara has 
written is several places of his many books that Durlabha- 
narayana of Kamata had brought Chandivara to his 
court, has highly honoured him aad had appointed to him 
the post of the chief Bhuiya. Vide Asaraiya Sohitya 
Buranii, by Dcbendranath Bej Bania, p. 95,103,184. 
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Encounter 

between 

Durlabha- 

narayana 

and 

Cbandivara. 


went np the Bramhaputra river in a country 
boat. Then he furnished .his own house at 
Batadrava on the coast of the Bramhaputra 
in Tembuanibandh.^' According to the account 
furnished by Ramacharana Thakur in his 
San1« ara-charita : — There arose in the mind of 
Rsja Durlabhanarayana some unreasonable sus- 
picion on account of the gradual increase of his 
influence and possession and the frequent 
visits of his relations from Gau^^a. The Raja 
thought that Chandivara was conspiring 
against him with the king of Gau(^a for the 
purpose of invading his kingdom. The other 
Bhuiyas had already grown disobedient to him. 
In order to punish the Bhuiyas Raja Durlabha- 
narayana now sent his General Sasipiitra with 
an army. Apprehending that it would not be 
very easy to defeat Chandivara in open fight 
Sasipatra, by unfairness, managed to take 
him captive at Kajalimukh { modern Kolong- 
mukh ), For about a year Chandivara was in 
prison. A Pandit named Chandrakavi came 
from Nadia before the Rajii of Kamata- 
pqr and offered to enter into discussions 
of the Shastras with the Pandits of his court. 
None among the latter accept the challange 
thrown out by this Savant of Navadvipa. 
Thereupon the Raja issued orders upon 
the General to the effect, ‘You will get into 


( 11 ) 

Sankaracharita by Bhttsaaananda. 
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trouble if you fail to present a^ Pandit for this 
purpose within a week,” Sasipatra knew full 
well of tbe erudition of Chandlvara and 
conducted him from the prison-house to' the 
royal court. Then the Pandit of Nadia 
entered into discussions of the Shastras with 
ChandiTara. The latter however came out 
successful. At this the Raja became highly 
pleased wth Chandlvara. Thinking him to 
be a real hhnhta of the Devi, the RajS 
conferred upon him the title of “Devidiisa” 
and “Siromani” or chief among the Bhuiyas 
and gave him permission to rule indepen- 
dently. From that time Chandlvara and his 
descendants became independent rulers in 
Central Assam. "Within a very short time 
the part of the country between Nowgong 
and Tcjpur lying on both sides of the 
Brahmaputra came under the sway of Chandr- 
vara. He appointed Brahmanas and Kayasthas 
connected with him to be Bhuiy^ in every 
village in this part of th^ country and exer- 
cised his rub; very vigorously. A well- 
fumished '•« os« was set apart for him for 
the pe* {. »'mance of his royal duties. It was 
named “Karkhana.” He appointed a general 
named “Dalapati”. Tims having appointed 
competent officers to look after the different 
departments of state and mixing freely with 
the other Bhoiyas he began to pass his. days 
happily. As the progeny of the Bhuiyas increa- 
sed in number the people on the eastern and 
western banks of the Brahmaputra evinced 
a g^eat desire for physical- and niental culture 
as t ere was then no dirtii of food or cloth 


How 

Chandlvara 
founded 
a line of 
independent 
kings. 


Origin of 
the Bhnija- 
Sjstem.. 
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and as the people also were comparatively 
well off. The Bhotias from the north and the 
Kachari from the south made frequent incur- 
sions into Kamrup. To protect their life and 
property from these incursions every one learnt 
the use of arms regularly and took steps 
to increase his pliA'sical strength. 

Chandivara had two sons, Ryjadhara and 
Clrmdi^ Gadadhara. After his death Rajadhara became 
vaias^tiiis Sironia>a BliuivA. Sankaradeva has des- 

KaHulnnr ■ 

Gadailh.na. cribed him as ‘highly pious.* His younger 
had dirt'orciit brother Gadadhara was a bit haughty. As 
Gotias. there was no love lost between him and his 
brotlier, he left Bardowa, came to a place called 
Namabarabh^Hga ( modern Makhil^nha ) and 
lived there as the Bhuiya of the place. As 
his father’s priest had sided with Rfjadhara, 
he brought a Brdhma;ai of the name of Anantti 
Acharya from Kanaujpura and made him 
his priest and preceptor and accepted his Gotra. 
Since then the family of Gadadhara came 
to have the gotra of Kfisyapa, that being 
the gotra of the new family-preceptor. The 
line of Rf^jadhara, however still retains their 
original gotra, the gotra of Krishnritreya, 
Rajadhara had three sons — Saryavara, Jayanta 
and Madhava Dalai. Saryavara became Bhuiya 
or the lord of the land. He was charitable and 
self-respecting and was greatly esteemed by all, 
Saryavara ’s son was the great . Bhuiya 
Kusuina. Kusuma’s son was Sankaradeva, who 
was regarded as an incarnation of Vish^m. 

( 12 ) •• 
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Bisu or Visvasinha rose to power during the 
time of Kusuma and Gadadhara's grandson 
Madhusiidana. How he crushed the twelve 
Bhuiyas will hereafter be dealt\ with at some 
length. 

When Madhusudana was deprived of his 
Bhuiyaship, his son Parnananda took shelter 
with the Ahom king. Pur/ifmanda’s son 
Vasudeva got the title of Ray-chaudhiiri from 
the Ahom king Chukleng Mung at Garhgaon 
in 1542 A.D..* 


2. Hari Bhuiya* 


V crsudeveL, 
grandson 
of Bhuiy 
Madhu- 
andana, 
made a Rai- 
Chaudhuri 
by the 
Ahom king. 


It has been mentioned before that Krishna- 
kanta's sou Vishnukanta alias Haripala came 
to Assam with Chandlvara. He came to be 
known as Mari Bhuiya. According to some 
he had his seat at Balidia and according to 
others at Dighalpura. His son was Gayapala. 
Gayiipala^s son was Ramapala. Ramapala hart 
a son of the name of Janardana Sarasvatr 
whose son was called Govinda Bhuiya. This 
Govinda Bhuiya came to be known as 
Dighalpuria Giri. He had two sons. Kanai 


Govinda 
Bhuiya or 
Dighalpuria 
Giri — the 
last Bhuiya 
of Hnri- 
p ala's line. 
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Gop<x]a, 
the last 
Bhuiya of 
Srihari's 
lines. 

Kanm- 
charana 
Thrtkur— a 
scion of this 
house. 


Jaga- 
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third Bhuiya 
ruiiing as an 
independeut 
King. 


Pad ma- 
ma tha— the 
last Bhuiya 
of Sripati’s 
line. 


and Balai. Kanai was known as Kanubara. 
He had two sons, Damodara and Madhava, 
the latter being the principal desciple of San- 
karadeva. Daring the time of Govinda the 
family lost its Bhuiyaship. 

3. Srihari. 

Srfhaii Sarasvati of the Kasyapa gotra 
canic with Chandlvara. He came to be known 
as Sarasvati Bliuiy'a. At first he became the 
Bhuiya of Badanagara. His son was Rama-' 
pfila ; Ramapftla's son was Harip.ila. Gopala 
was the son of Haripala. His son Jayaprila 
removed to a place called Harkakuchi in the 
district of Sibsagar. Jayapala’s son was 
Ramadasa. The famous Rfimach^rana Thjlkur 
was the son of Ramad-lsa. The family lost 
its Bhuiyaship during the time of Gopala. 

4. Sripati. 

Sripati Bhuiyfw also had the title of Sarasvati. 
Originally he lived in the village of Bherilgrama. 
His son was named Lakshmipati and the name 
of his grandson was Jaganniitha. Jagaunath-a 
ruled in Saumara in Upper Assam as an 
independent ruler. His son Priaakrish^ta left 
this place in consequence of the raids of the 
Ahoms and settled at a place called Uguri 
or Lohaguri. Here he exercised his Bhuiyaship 
with great power. ' His son Padmanatha 
fought with Visvasinha and was deprived 
of his Bhuiyaship. 

5* Sridhara* 

^ridhara Bhuiya belonged to the Kasyapa 
gotra. At first he settled at Lengamaguri 
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and engaged himself in guarding the frontiers of 
the country. His son Govardhana met with his 
death at the hands of the Bhotias who invaded 
his country. At the time of his death his wife 
was in the seventh month of her pregnancy. She 
managed to save her life by concealing herself 
in “piini” or water. And thus the son, she bore, 
came to be known a Pinia-Bara-Kayastha. He 
got back one-fourth of his ancestral property 
from the king of Kamata. As directed by 
his mother he removed to a place called Ghila- 
jhari in Sarukhetri Pargana, where he had a 
fort built for his residence. The king of Ksmata 
presented him with five families of learned 
Bralimaaas and 200 ^S(iras of rent-free land (one 
seras being equivalent to nearly 96 bighas). 
He also got from the king fourteen families 
comprising Briihmanas, Knyasthas, Astrolog- 
ers, Vaidyas, Chandiils, Kochas and Mechs 
lived at the aforesaid place in the capacity of a 
Kshatriya-Samujapati. His son Gadadhara be- 
came independent. The tract of land ruled over 
by him is now called KshetribhSga pargana. 
Gadadhara’s son was named Narjyaaa Bliuiva. 
By dint of his own prowess, he became the fore- 
most of the Bhui\'as. He fought with Hosaiii 
Sliali of Gaiiria. In Muhammadan history he ig 
better known as Narsya/iapila. 


Sr/dliara’s 
house — the 
nu»st illus- 
trious natiia 
liara-fva3’a- 
stlia of Sri- 
(ihara’s line 
exercises the 
functions of 
a Kshatria 
Sanu/japr.ti, 
his son 
Gad ad ha ra 
ruKs fls an 
iudcpeiidcut 
ruler. 


6 Sadananda. 

Sadniianda Bh liy.i of the A trey a gotra 
lived at Kanaujpiir near the capital of 
the king of Kamat.^. He had two sens, 
Adirama and Aniruddha, Aniruddha migrated 
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to the land of Bhati. Adirama became the 
Bhuiya of a place near Kanaujpur. His 
son was Kamalakiinta. Kan-^alakanta ’s son 
was called Krish/iakanta. Krishnakanta had 
two sons, Kalikanta and Satananda. At 
the time of Visvasinha’s invasions both of 
them tied to Bengal. Kalikanta did not come 
back. After some time Satananda however 
returned to Assam. He married Kanakapriya, 
the sister of Dstoodara Ata. 

7. Chirananda or Chirapati Datta. 

Chirapati Datta of Kasyapa gotra became 
known as Chidananda or Chirananda Bhuiya 
in Assam. His son Narapati became Eliuiya 
of Jhargaon. He had two sons named Umapati 
and Manapati. Umapati became Bhuiya after 
his father’s death. Manapati^went to Baligaon 
and settled there. Umapati’s son was named 
Ranajit who again had a son of the name 
of Uarnachandra. Pur/iachandra’s son was 
Madhuchandra. lie was defeated by Visvasinha 
and was deprived of all that he was worth. 

8. Gadadhara. 

Gadftdliara belonged to the gotra of Kau^ka. 
He accompanied Chan<fivara wlien the latter 
was coming to Assam for the second time. 
The ruler of Kilmatii appointed him as the 
Ganiatha or representative of the king at 
ar place called Sukekuchi in the district of 
Kamrup. His descendants arc known as 
the Gamatha of Sukekuchi. His son was 
Bhagiratha. Bhagrratha/s son was called 
Udayagiri. Udax-agiri had a son of the name 
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of Rattiachandra. Ramachandra’s son was 
Devananda and Devanauda’s son was Haripala. 
In consequence of a family dissension Haripala 
fled to Luki and lost his Bhuiya-ship. 

9. Biida Khan. 


Bucla Khan of the gotra of Parasara came 
to Assam with his preceptor Priyantana Saras- 
vatT. Priyantana was also the priest and 
preceptor of Sripati Bhuiya. Buda Khan became 
the Bhuiya of Kamapur through the favour 
and interest of Chanc/ivara. The names of 
his son and grand-sons are not legibly written 
in the geneaological table. Kalikanta and 
Jadumani seem to be the names of his grand- 
sons. According to Prasiddhanaraya?ia’s 
Vansavali, K.ilia was defeated by . Visva 
sinha. 


Buda Khan 
and Si ipati 
Bhuivrt both 
desciples ot‘ 
were 
the same 
preceptor 
Priyantana 
S^rasvati. 


10. Gandharva Raya* 

Gandharva Bhuiya belonged to the gotra of 
Alamyana. At first he lived at Kanaujpur near 
Kamata. Then, as desired hy Chanrfivara, he 
went over to a place called Lengamaguri in 
order to guard the frontiers of the country. 
When his power increased sufnciently, lie came 
to be known as Gandharva Raya, Vfheu the 
Bhotias invaded the country he moved to a safe 
place on the southern bank of the Brahmaputra. 
Here his great-grand-sou Lakshraana Bhuiya 
fought bravely against the Musalmans. He 
has been described as a powerful chief in the 
Muhammadan annals entitled Riyaz-us-Salatin. 
Asa result of the invasion of Husain Shah he 


Gandharva 
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was deprived of all he had and also inet with 
his death. His son Chandra fled to a safe 
place and thereby saved his life. Chandra 
Bhuiya’s descendants now live at a place called 
Charabari-satra. 

11. Lohabara* 

Lohabara belonged to the Sii?i^?ilya gotra. 
He also became a Bhuiyfi during the time of 
Chan^^lvara. According to some be came to 
Assam with ChamZivara and according toothers 
he was a member of the Ghosha family living 
near Kamatapur. He had two sons, Rames- 
vara and Kamesvara. Ramesvara's son was 
Divakara and Divakara’s son was called 
Kumara, In the Riyilz-us-Salatin he has 
been described as a powerful chief under the 
name of Kumara Ghosha. He was defeated 
and slain by Husain Shah. Then his son fled to 
a place called Khata. Here he became known 
as Thanu-bada Bhuiya. The Chaudhuri family 
of Khatabafi claim to be descendants of 
Thiinu-bacia Bhuiya. 

12. Chanu Giri. 

In the Purushanfima he has ])een described 
as a Kulina Kayastha living in Kasi. He 
became a great favourite of tlie King of Kamata. 
According to some writers he also came to 
Assam from GaUf/a with Chanrftvara and was 
made a Bhuiya by the Kirig of Kamata. He had 
tvyo sons, Ilarinianu and Krishaaraanu. Hari- 
manu’s son was Srihari. He was known to be 
a resident of Kanakpur.- His son was named 
Govinda and Govinda’s son was Rupanaraya/ia. 
Rupa put up a Jong fight against Husain Shah 
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but was defeated in the end and had to 
pass his days in poverty. His son Charu 
Bhuiya, however, rose to eminence, became 
a friend of the king Visvasinha and came 
to be regarded as a very powerful Bhuiya. His 
son Manu Raya at first became the general 
of Chila Rflya and then the Barua of 
Rilngamati. 


13. Gadadhar Bhuiya. 


Chandivar’s second son Gadftdhar did never 
settle down in Bardowa which is situated on 
the southern bank of the Brahmaputra. On the 
other hand he collected a vast army around 
him from Singeri, and afterwards accompanied 
by a host of relatives and with the 
help of these troops he conquered the small 
tracts on the northern bank of the Brahma- 
putra proceeding as far as Sadiya in the 
eastern frontier of Assam. Here, hovvever, he 
was defeated and taken prisoner in a battle 
against the king of Khamti and Chutia, 
and tradition has it that he was liberated 
only after a few days by the grace of God. 
This attack, by Gadadhar, upon the hilly tribes 
of so distant a country with such scanty 
troops be speaks his reckless temper and 
fondness for war. 

Though he was baffled in his attempt 
against Sadiya and had to retrace his steps 
from there, yet he had considerable power in 
tracts like Garhgaon in the district of Ujani. 
Even these places were afterwards conquered 
and annexed by the Ahom kings ; consequently 
Gadsdbar had now to turn back from the 


Gadadhar- 
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Ujani tracts and resettle in Singari. Here 
however, he felt keenly the want of priests, 
and hence left the place for Makhibaha 
in Barabhag in the eastern part of the 
country. There he brought over a Brahmin of 
the name of Anantacharya from Kanaujpur 
and made him his famiiypriest and 
spiritual guide. Gadfidhar’s son Brihatbhadra 
was in charge of a couple of tracts lying 
on the border lines of Bhotan and Kamata. 
These two tracts were termed Baska north 
Tiingni and Baskfi west Tangni. Brihatbhadra 
possessed Herculean strength in his arms ; 
on a certain occasion being attacked by 
two wild buffalos he caught one by the 
horn and drove it away while he killed the 
other by dashing it against the ejArth. Thcucc’ 
forward he was nick named Matamohan, — (oi 
the Mafa denoting one who is at onoe big 
and strong.) Of the descendants of this family 
one got the hereditary appointment in the 
Bhuiyasliip of the Namabarabbiig, while — 
other was vested with the charge of proteciing 
the frontier provinces. Althoiigli i/ie power 
ot tile descendants of Gadadhar was curtailed 
by the KtKrh and Ahoni kings, yet their authori- 
ty ill Naum barabhag and Baska-Tangni 
remained unatTected. Those two Baskas 
have been termed Chainuya by the Ahom 
kings and the descendants of Gadadhara 
ar^ appointed in the post of ‘Chamuyadark 
Even the British Government too kept the 
Namdhar tract and the Baska-Chamuya 
for a period of about thrity years in 
posscssiou of the descendants of this family. 
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But during the Maujadarship of the Late Garga- 
narayana Chowdhuri ^Baska’ itself was turned 
into a Mauja and a second Maujadar was 
appointed in charge of it. A branch 
of Gadadhar’s family is still living in the 
village of Mangaldai in the district of 
Darang. It is uncertain when they went 
over and settled there, although their 
residence here can be traced up to the reign of 
king Mahendranaraya?ia of Darang. It is 
also found that the title ‘Patgiri’ has been 
attached to their name since that time. 
Puyaram P.itgiri is the last “Patgiri'’ of this 
branch. His son Anandirfim Chaudhuri ha^ 
now been appointed a Maujadar by the 
Government. They too Mong to the Kasyapa 
gotra ; but being the disciples of the Adhikaras 
of Bardowa they have now embraced the 
Mahapurusliiya Vaishnava religion. 

At the time of the arrival of Sri Sankara 
deva the descendants of Gadadhar of Makhibaha 
were initiated into the Vaishnava religion by 
Damodaradeva. 

Besides the thirteen persons mentioned 
above we also come across the names of some 
Brahmana Bhuiyas. These were Haricharana, 
the owner of the village of Vyaghrapin<?a, 
Damodaradeva’s ancestor Brahraananda of 
the gotra of Gautama, and Adivara, the Bhuiya 
of Nayiinagara. Gu?iabhirama Barua says 
that there were seven other Brahmana Bhuiyas 
also who had come to Assam from Ganda. 
Their names were Krish^iapa^idit, Raghupati, 
RarnSvara, Lohara, Vayana, Bharana, and 
Mathura. We have, however, got no evidence 
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yet of the aqaisition of Bhuiyaship by these 
seven Brabmanas. All that is as yet known of 
these seven persons is that Krisb»apa»»dita 
was the priest of Chanrfivara, Krishnapandita’s 
son was Ratnesvara and Ratnejvara’s son 
was Narottama whose son was named 
Mrityu/ijaya and Mrityunjaya’s son was 
Chaturbhuia, whose son Ramarama Thakura 
was the teacher of Sankaradeva. 

In the old Assam Buranji of Government 
collection we find the name of Sucharu- 
chand, the despendant of Durlabhanaraya?ja. 
He seems to have been a contemporary of 
Husain Shah. 

It is recorded in the Assam Buranji 
that the king of Gauda was an ally of the 
king of Ksmata and had given him his 
daughter Su^uddhi in marriage. As she was 
a very beautiful damsel, the king of Kamata 
gave her the first place among his principal 
queens. He had another queen of the name 
of Sulochana. Besides these he had as many 
as eight minor queens. 

Nilarabara, the priest of the king, had two 
sons, Dinanatha and Chandrasekhara. Every- 
day Chandrasekhara read out to the queen 
Susuddhi a book called Ilara-Gauri-Satnnadn. 
The king of Kamata was highly pleased with 
him. Very soon, however, he had reasons to 
susnect that Chandrasekhara was in illicit 
love with the queen, there being an abatement 
of the divine power of the goddess, and a revo- 
lution breaking out in the country. He was en- 
raged to find that the son of his priest had fallen 
from virttie and his queen was tainted with sin ; 
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Chandrasekhara too was seized with madness 
and was about to commit suicide. 

The princess of Gauda had not l)een inactive 
all this while. She sent Dmanfitha, the 
younger son of the priest, to her fother with 
the news that she had been subjected to a 
cruel oppression by her husband the king on 
a false charge. She maintained that the son 
of the priest had been disgraced simply for 
reading out to her the highly interesting book 
called *Jlara-Gauri‘iS(immida\ — adding that she 
had brought all these troubles on her head as 
she had one day observed that such a book 
ought fittingly to have been with her father. 
Receiving this message from his daughter, the 
king of Gauda sent a man to the king of Kamata 
requesting him to send to him the Book in 
question as well as the Brahma/ia who used 
to read it to the princess. 

The king of Kamata had put Chandra- 
sekhara in chains. He had employed seven 
Mechs to kill Kesharama who used to take 
Chandrasekhara to the harem of the king. He 
was killed and two brothers were made to eat 
his flesh with PlthU and Paramanna. Grieved at 
this heinous deed, the gate-keepers of the 
king, Sadananda Barufi and Sachl Raya, went 
over to Gauda with the priest and brought 
the whole matter to the notice of the 
king. The Pidshah of Gauda sent Ilallol 
Khan and Bajit Khan against the king of 
Kamata, who in his distress sought the 
assistance of the Ahom king Svargadeva.* 

^ * "‘A treaty was made, and his daughter Rajani was 
Rwen to the Ahom king (Suklaampha) in niarriaga.” Gait^s 
Assam, p. 77. 
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Subsequently Durlabhendra (of his line) became 
the king of Kamata. His reign was a long 
one. A member of the royal line, Fingua by 
name, used to play the games of dice and chess 
with the king. One day while engaged in 
playing he stabbed the king to death and 
himself ascended the throne. He spared the 
life of the late king’s son Sucharu-chand and 
kept him as an attendant. Then the Ahom king 
sent Chan-kham Ghar-sandikai the son of 
Pachim Gohain for the restoration of the king 
of Kamata to power. In the year 1401 §aka Era 
(1479 A.D.) Cham-kham* marched with his 
army and placed Sucharu-chand on the throne 
ofBehar,^ 

The Assam Buranji of Gunabhirama Barua 
gives the following account of Kamata - 
“It is said that there was a certain city in the 
modern district of Rangpur to the west of 
Kamrup. A certain Brahmana of this place had 
a boy servant whose duty was to tend the 
cows. This cow-boy was very haughty and mis- 
chievous. One day the Brahma»»a had to go to 
the fields in search of him. There he found the 
boy sleeping at the foot of a tree. A poisonous 
snake was holding its hood over his head to 
protect it from the sun. The Brahmana was in 
a fright to see this. When the serpent glided 
away, had approached him, the Brahmana 
examined the palms of his hands and noticed 
^herein the following signs, — a lotus with eight 
petals, a trident and the padme.-rekha (lotus- 


(1) Vide Assam Buraojt (Assam Government collection, 
No. 78, Ganhati) pp. 8-34. 
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Hne'l. The Brahmana took him home and from 

that day forward took care not to employ him 

in any lowly work. He also made him pledge 

his word to the effect that in case he became 

king, he would make his master his minister. In 

course of time that cow-herd became king under 

the name of Nlladhvaja, and the Brahmana 

became his minister. He brought many learned 

Brahmanas from Mithila for the introduction 

of Vedic customs among his subjects. It was 

this king Niladhvaja \vho built the city bf Niladhyaja 

Kamata and himself took the title of Kamate- Kamata 

svara or the lord of Kamata. After Niladhvaja assuming 

his son Chakradhvaja became king. Nila- kamateawar 

mbara succeeded him. He constructed the 

fort of Ghoraghat and a number of bun^s. 

The son of his minister was in love with 
his queen. The king had this man murdered 
and served his father with a dish of the 
son’s meat. Later on he spoke to the minister 
about the sinful deed of his son. In order to 
expiate the sin of his son, the minister issued 
out of his home on a pilgrimage to the holy 
river Ganges. But his pilgrimage was only a 
pretext. Having bathed in the Ganges he went 
to Gaurfa, the capital of Husain Shah and 
informed him of the weakness of the king of 
Kamata. Hussain Shah sent a large army 
against the king of Kamata. The war that 
ensued lasted for twelve years, but neither 
side could win the victory. At last Husain 
Shah sent word that he would no longer 
continue tne fight, but would go back to his 
own place ; before however he did that the 
ladies of bis harem would be glad to see the 



30 


THE SOCIAL HISTOKY OF KAMARUPA. 


Gunabhiram 

Barua’s 

Buranji 

lacks 

support of 
coiiteni- 
poray 
hiitory. His 
Kilanibara 
appears to 
be a myth. 


Kiraz-us 
Solatia on 
Husain 
Shah^s 
invasion 
of Assam. 


queens of the king, Nriambara complied with 
this respect. The next day a number of armed 
w'arriors entered the city in paUinquines, took 
possession of it and also took the king a 
captive.’* 

That Durlabhanarayana was a historical 
person appears from the accounts given in 
the works of Sankaradeva and other writers. 
But no such authentic account of Nlladhvaja 
or his grandson Nriambara is to hcind. In the 
Ms. of Assam Buranji there is indeed an account 
of a dish of human flesh, Gunabhirama's 
work gives only an echo of this in connection 
with the story of Nilambara.* While there are 
many books containing an account of the 
iiwasion of Kamata by Husain Shah, 
none of them has got a word to say about king 
Nllambara. The Muhammadan historians 
while describing the conquest of Kamarupa or 
K^ata*by Hussain Shah, have given some 
accounts of the chiefs of the locality ; but even 
they arc silent about Nllambara, The following 
extract taken from the Riyaz-us-Salatin will 
speak for itself : — 

“And subjugating the Rajas of the environs 
and conquering up to Orissa he levied tribute. 
After this he planned to conquer Assam, which 
is North-East of Bengal. With an over- 
whelming army consisting of infantry and a 
numerous fleet, he marched towards that 
kingdom and conquered it. And conquering 
the whole of that country up to Kamrupa, 

(2) Gunabhirama Barua*s Buranji, 4-th edition, pp. 47-49 

* This name is mentioned as a priest of the king in 
ancient Buranji. 
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Kamata and other districts which were 
subject to powerful Rajas like Rup, Narayanpal, 
Kumar Ghosh, L^ikkhan and Lachhminarayan 
and others, he collected much wealth from the 
conquered tracts and the Afghans demolishing 
these Rajas * buildings erected new buildings. 
The Raja of Assam not being able to oppose 
him, relinquishing his country, fled to the 
mountains. The king, leaving his son with a 
large army to complete the settlement of the 
conquered country, returned triumphant and 
victorious to Bengal. After withdrawal of the 
king, his son devoted himself to the pacifica- 
tion and defence of the conquered country. 
But when the rainy season set in, owing to 
to floods, the roads and tracks became closed ; 
and the Raja with his adherents issued from 
the hills, surrounded the royal army, engaged 
in warfare, cut off supplies of provisions, and 
in a short time put all to the sword.’’** 

Sir Gait, relying upon Gunribhirama Barua 
has described Nllambara as belonging to the 
Khen Dynasty, although in contemporary 
history there is utter absence of proof of this 
line ever exercising the royal power in 
Kamata. It nas previously been suggested that 
Kamata pur was built in the tenth century 
A.D. long before the date of Nilambara even if 
he had actually lived. ^ 

Most of the powerful Rajas mentioned in 
the Muhammadan history seem to be desc- 
endants of the Kayasthas brought to Assam 

3. Vide Riya* us-Salatin, translated Maulavi Abdus 
Salam, pp. 132-133, and Journal of the Asiatic Society of 
Ben&ral, 1894. p. 179. 

4 . See Vol. I. p. 214. 
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by Dnrlabhanafayana, or of their kinsmen. 

A description of them has been given in the 
proper place. Under these circumstances the 
reasonable conclusion is that all the Bhaiyas 
had asserted their independance only after the 
death of Durlabhanarayana. 

The following account is given by Raghu- 
pati in his Gamatha-Vansavali : — 

“At one time the Bhoiyss were mightily 
exercising their authority with the help of 
the sword and the pen, enjoying the confidence 
of the king. All on a sudden the Muhammedan 
king took possession of Kanaujanagara with a 
vast army resembling a swarm of locusts. 
Loud wailings rose all over the country 
The Muhararaedans made havoc of the people. 
The king and his subjects were all brought 
to the same level. The Musalraans killed 
hundreds of cows and Brahmanas. The wicked 
Muhammedan king, holding the banner of 
religion, committed horrible atrocities in the 
kingdom. The Bhaiyas became depressed, 
unable to make their position better in any 
way. They were now like serpents without 
poison. Unable to bear it any longer, some 
fled to Gau(2a and ’some to the moutains and 
lived there with their families. But the 
Muhammedans pursued and plundered Gauc^a. 
At last all the Bhaiyas assembled at Kamata 
and, by their united valour driving the enemies, 
establishe(^ themselves as rulers of the land.”* 

(6) ete, «rc® i 

cTPt m ^ <wwii 
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It has been noticed before that Husain Shah 
took Kamarupa and Kamata after a siege 
lasting for twelve years. In 1498 A.D. he 
completed the conquest of the country and 
placing his son Nasarat Shah in charge of the 
administration of the conquered territory, 
started for Gaucja. The river Bara Nadf 
separated the Muhammadan territory from 
the regions of the Ahom King which lay 
to the west of the river. When after a short 
time, the Muhammadan prince made an 
attempt to conquer the land of the Ahoms, he 
received no support from the people of K?lma. 
rupa as he had already alienated their sympa- 
thy by his mis-rule and oppression. And the 
result therefore was that the whole Muhamina- 
dan army perished. It has been shown before 
that the king of Kilmat^l was put in possession 
of his father’s lost throne by the Ahom king. 
But on account of the protracted Muhammadan 
invasion, both Karaata and KSmarupa were 
reiy soon shorn of their glory. The Bhuiyas 
also had lost much of their power and in- 
fluence. With the change of their fortune, there 
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arose internal dissensions among them. At 
this stage, .the weak ruler of KSmata appointed 
NSrSyana as the •Siromani Bhuiya’ and made 
him his Gama^ha or representative. NarRyana 
formed a league of all the Bhuiyas and with 
their united eflFort, tried to recover their lost 
power and prestige. 



CHAPTER II. 

Down-fall of the Baro-Bhulyaa and 
Rise of the Mech Power. 

The Mlechchha dynasty that had ruled Prflg- 
jyotisha for four thousand years was indeed 
shorn of its royalty towards the end of the 11th 
century. The power and influence, however which 
its long rule in the country had conferred on the 
house were not likely to go all at once. Though 
they had been reduced to poverty on account of 
foreign invasions and civil strifes yet the man- 
ners and customs introduced by them in the 
country had already struck too deep roots. 
It has already been observed that the society of 
Kamarflpa bears unmistakable testimony to the 
influence of the Mlechchha rule. Though the 
power of the Mlechchha king came to an end 
here, yet his kinsmen and relatives were not 
exterminated. It docs not appear probable 
that the descendants of those who during the 
Mlechchha supremacy wielded power as chief- 
tains or generals in different parts of the coun- 
try could all be at once removed from the position 
of honour occupied by their forefathers. Some of 
them acknowledged the authority of the new- 
comers, while others fled to dense forests and 
hUly tracts of difficult access, and thus main- 
tained their nationality ^ family traditions and 
faith far beyond the conqueror’s men, awaiting 
all the while the advent of happier days. 

The dose of the 15th century of the Christian 
era marks the beginning of the ascendency of 
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the Mcchas. The following account is given 
in Daranga-Raja-Vansavali of StJryakhari 
Daivajiia ; — 

**When Sahasr3ijuna was killed by Parashu- 
rama twelve princes of his line saved themselves 
by taking refuge in ChiknabSri. Being afraid 
of Parasurama they ate fermented liquor and 
rice and lost their caste on account of their 
connection with Mccha women. They begot 
countless sons by these Mecha women. After 
many 3 rears of peaceful life anarchy prevailed. 
About this time twelve families of Mechas ot the 
Haihaya line rose into prominence. Their names 
were Panabar, Bhedela» Guabara, Pheda, 
Phedo, Barihana, KSthiya, Baihagu, Megha, 
Juddhabara, Gadakata, Jagai and Bhokhara,^ 
HariyS Mandal became the chief over these 

twelve,' '2. 
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DATang KSia-Vaneavali, edii^ by Hem Chandra Goswami, 
published ^by the Gort. of Assam, p. 9. 
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bako-bhuttas an© mbch powkb. 

The origin of Hariya Man(}ala has not been 
traced to the Haihaya dynasty in books like 
the '‘R3ja>vansabali’ of RajsHarendranSrayana 
or of Upendra Sinha. Indeed it is found after- 
wards that Siiryakhari, Rsja Harendra 
and others have all acknowledged the above 
twelve families of Mech-Sardars as descended 
from the highest Mech-familyS. 

It is also found that Hariya Mandela has 
been described as “Hariya Mech” in the aforesaid 
‘Raja-Vansavali’ as also in all the ancient histo- 
rical record of Kuch Bchar. Hariya Mandala 
married two sisters Hira and Jira, daughters of 
a Mech Sardar of the name of Hajo. Each of 
them bore a son — that of Hira being named 
Bisu, and that of Jira being named Sisu. 
They were born a few years before the invasion 
of Husain Shah. The Muhammadan invasion had 
dispersed the Bhuiyas. When the power of 
the Muhammadans were at an end, they esta- 
blished themselves as lords of villages. In this 
period of struggle lor supremacy Bisu showed 
courage and skill and was recognised as a 
powerful leader. The Mechas or Mlechchhas, 
who had ruled the country of Kamarupa lor 
thousands of years and been eclipsed only on 
account of repeated invasions by the Pala and 
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Vide R&ja-VaneaTali ( Compiled under the auspicea of Raja 
Harendra Narayana ) Verses 485-490 (Assam OorerDinent CoUec 
tion, Darrang No. 2t lit part, leaf 29B.) 
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na kings of Bengal and the rule of the Soma- 
ansa and KSyastha dynasties, now raised 
heir heads again and gathered round the stan- 
dard of their leader Bisu. Though they had 
been subjected to an alien rule for four hundred 
years, yet they had not forgotten their ancient 
glory and the story of their lost power. They 
were known as devoted votaries of the god Siva 
like the Mlechchha kings of old. Seeing that 
through the grace of the god Siva their 
glorious days of old were returning, they called 
their leader the son of Siva and gave him the 
name of Visvasiiiha. They related wonderful 
tales relating to the birth ol their hero. 

Haria Mandala had made an unsuccessful 
attempt to subdue the Bhuiyas. He was defeated 
by the BhuiySs of Phulguri who took him a 
captive. He purchased his liberty by agreeing 
to pay tribute to his victors. Bisu was highly 
incensed to hear of his father’s defeat and 
humiliation. He discontinued the payment 
of tribute to the Bhuiya of Phulguri and 
attacked him with the twelve chiefs mentioned 
before. But he too was defeated and was 
forced to retreat. He was convinced that an 
open war could never be advantageous to 
him. He was very courageous and fearless and 
left the battle field without any companion. He 
came to a forest where he got no food to eat 
for three days. At length he found a Mecha 
house where he got food and shelter. This took 
place in the month of Falgun. In the month of 
Chaitr^, the Bhuiya of Phulguri disbanded his 
troops. One day in the month of VaisSkha, at 
dead of night, Bisu alone entered the capital 
of the Bhuiya asking his men to wait outside. 



BARO-BHUIYAS AND UECH POWBB. 


39 


The Bhuiya was fast asleep, Bisu stole into 
his bed-room and cut off his head with one 
blow of his sword. Then he gave his signal 
and his men at once fell to looting the house. 
In this way he got vast wealth and became 
master of that place> 

Bisu soon became known as a very powerful 
Mandalesvara. He demanded tribute from the 
Bhuiya of Karnapur. The Bhuiya refused 
payment and made preparations for war. The 
Mechas too got ready for the struggle when 
this news came to them, and advanced to- 
wards the enemy. The battle that ensued was 
a furious one and Visvasihha, with one blow 
of his sword, cut off the bead of the Bhuiya 
of Kanaujapur. The army of the Bhuiyas 
was then easily defeated and Bisu became 
master of their territories. ^ Next Vaisakha, 
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nirKjtna, Verses 719—722. (Assam Govt, CoL Daranga, no, 2, 
Part 1, leaf 42) 
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when the soldiers were, as usual, resting in 
their homes, Bisu availed himself of this oppor- 
tunity and attacked the Bhuiya of Bijeni like a 
tiger falling upon a deer and killed him with 
his army. Thus Bijeni was annexed to his 
territories. Then Bisu marched against 
Pracspa Bhuiya, the foremost of the BhuiyEs 
of the time, when he was in residence at 
Pandunatha. Here also Bisu did not like open 
warfare, but adopted a crooked policy. He 
was informed that Prat.lpa's youngest brother 
wlu.i was very dear to him used to bathe in the 
Brahmaputra every day. lie lay in ambush 
close by the bathing ghat and when PratSpa’s 
brother was getting up after finishing his bath, 
he fell upon and slew him. Pratapa was greatly 
agrieved and unnerved to hear of the sudden 
death of his brother. He threw his belongings 
into about and went to .\ssam on board the 
same.*’ Now Bisu made a very easy conquest of 
the country up to Gauhati. Then he took Bhati 
and defeated Chant Bhuiya and got himself 
installed as king at Bihar which place he since 
made his Capital. 
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Now Bisu began to make preparations 
for the conquest of the whole of K9marupa. 
NSrav'ina Bhuiy5 was at that time the Garaa- 
tha or representative of the king here and as 
such was regarded as the head of the BhuiySLs. 
We learn from the Gamatha-Vahs^vali that 
Gandharva Bhuiya of Baj^Ii, the Bhuiy3s of 
B^usi, R^jendra BhuiyS of Kshetri and many 
other Bhuiyas were all assembled at the 
capital of NarSyana. Their common object 
was to devise a means for saving their 
territories from the hands of Bisu. It was 
decided at the meeting that they would 
never submit to the Mech chief even if it 
cost them their territories, wealth and 
life. They also signed a covenant to the 
effect that none of them would desert the 
league. After this, the Bhuiyas began to 
guard their respective forts, NarSyana then 
informed the other BhuiyEs that half of their 
elephantvS, horses, boats and warriors should 
be kept for the protection of their own forts and 
that they should be present at his place with 
the other half. It is recorded in Raghupati’s 
Vansavali^ that after the Bhuiyas had gone 
away NSrSyana held a secret conference with 
his younger brother Rajendra and his eldest 
son Harendra. 

He said to them, — '‘Brother Rajendra and 
my dear son Harendra, this place has been the 
happy seat of our family for two generations. 
All the Mechas have now joined hands with 
Bisu who is abroad to ruin us. He has also 


7. Qa<)tatioD8‘from th« ftbore work bas be^^n given in the 
KayMtha Patrika, new seiiei, rol XII. pp 5-6 
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under him men belonging to many other castes. 
Chant Bhuiya is a deadly enemy of mibe. He 
also has joined Bisn. Had Cham been on 
my side, I could have easily driven away 
Bisu. We have lost our ancient power and 
influence. Now tell me the means of deliverance 
from this danger." 

Rajeudra replied,— "Brother, think no more 
of getting any help from Charu. He is an old 
enemy and is sure to do mischief. I, for one, 
declare that I will never give up fighting as long 
as I live." Narayana said, "Well said, my brother 
Start with your army and select a central posi- 
tion for the fight. You may lie encamped three 
croses down the river Brahmaputra. Harendra 
will guard the right wing and Gandharva 
Bhuiya will protect the holy places on both 
sides. I shall myself guard the family-seats of the 
Bhuiyas. My uncle HaridEsa will be in charge 
of the fort while Lakhai Majbi will take charge 
of the boats.” 

According to this programme, the Baro 
Bhuiyas armed themselves with guns and other 
weapons and marched against Visvasinha. 
The fight lasted long, but neither side yielded 
to the other. The fight continued day and 
night. Visvasinha wondered at the tactics of 
the Bhuiyas. He had fought many a battle ^ 
but he had never been so hard pressed. He 
knew that if he turned his back, the enemy 
would pursue him. Knowing however, that 
force would no longer do, he made up his mind 
to apply a crooked policy. False adherents 
arp to be met with everywhere. He now devised 
a plan to secure the death of Narayana by 
making firiendly overtures to the other Bhni/Bs. 
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Cham Bhtiiya had already come over to his side. 
NSrSyana was now attacked simnltaneouely by 
ChSm and Visvasinha from opposite sides. Both 
sides lost heavily in men, bnt still the fight 
continned. When three months had rolled away 
in this manner, Visvasinha hit upon a plan. 
He got a letter written in the following words : — 

“O you BhuiySs, pay , goodly heed to what 
I say. Never fail to fulfil your promise by 
killing Narayana. Narayaua envies you for your 
possession of men and money. I have come to 
fight only according to your invitation. But 
your conduct now puzzles me. One should stick 
to one’s resolution. But I witness the reverse 
of it in the present war. However, when Cham 
Bhuiya will commence his attack from the east 
I hope you will now have the goodness to leave 
the coast clear to him. I shall march my army 
on the night of the New Moon. We all 
shall combine to make Narayana a captive. 
We shall kill his brother Rajendra. Thereafter 
we are to sacrifice his son Harendra on the 
field of battle. We shall exterminate the very 
line of Narayana. And then I will make over to 
you the kingdom of Bhati.” 

Writing many things of a similar nature, the 
king convened an assembly in the morning. He 
put the above letter inside a packet in the 
presence of the persons assembled and having 
nailed down the lid of it made it over to a 
messenger who looked stout and strong with 
instructions to fly away leaving it on the ground 
in case he was stopped by any body. In obedi* 
cnee to the orders of the king, the messenger 
started with the packet. When the sentinels of 
the other side caught sight of him they made a 
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dash at him. Thereupon the messenger threw 
the packet down on the ground and fled away. 
Then the sentinels picked up that nice packet 
and sawed it open in order to ftnd out its con- 
tents. They had expected to find money inside the 
packet, but saw that it contained only a letter. 
They took out that letter and hastened to their 
chief. What has been ordained by God is sure 
to come to pass. Thus the letter reached the 
hands of Narayana. He was inflamed with rage 
to know its contents. He could not at all see 
through the ruse of Bisu. His end being near, 
the Gamatha was demented and did not care 
to sho^*' the BhuiySs the letter in question. 
Though the BhuiySs were his staunch friends 
he now regarded them as so many traitors 
and put them in chains. He installed as Bhuiya 
a man of the name of Jiudharama and began 
a terrible fight with Visvasiiiha. He marched 
to the field with his brother and son. The 
fight continued day and night. Noticing this 
change in his attitude, the Bhuiyas began to 
hatch a plan for securing the death of 
NarEyana. Gandharva Bhuiya addressed the 
others in these words : — 

“Friends, see how ungrateful this wicked 
Narayana is. We never thought of injuring him 
even in dream. Yet he has been insulting us in 
this way before our enemy. There is no sin in 
injuring one who does mischief to his benefactor. 
Therefore, O brothers, let us think how to 
eflfect his capture by Visvasinha.” All the 
Bhuiyas approved of the idea and a man was 
sent to Visvasinha with a letter containing 
the following news : — 

“Wc shall remain inside the fort. The waters 
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of the two tanks called SuS and Dua will 
be poisoned to the great inconvenience of 
NSrSyana. An assassin will secretly make away 
with Rajendra, then Narayana’s son Harendra 
will be offered as sacrifice. Thus shall be easily 
effected the capttire of cirppled NarEyana.” 

Visvasinha was in great glee to receive 
this letter. Narayana’s son and brother 
w'cre both secretly assassinated. The soldiers 
suffered excessively by drinking of the poisoned 
water. At this juncture Visvasinha sent a 
man to Narayana asking him to surrender 
as his brother and son were dead. Narayana 
however flew into a rage getting this news. He 
worshipped the goddess Goshani and issued out 
to fight. Prior to this he had sent his youngest 
son Bhagiratha to his maternal itncle’s house 
lor the prescr\'ation of the line. The battle 
raged furious. Narayana sacrificed his life in 
the battle-field. All the members of his family 
were put to the sword. Even women, aged per- 
sons and children were not spared. In this way 
Visvasinha rooted out the line of Narayana 
and took posse.ssion of all his wealth. Thus 
the Bhuiyas sacrified their independence and 
were now compelled to submit disgracefully 
to Visvasinha. Thus the Kayastha Bhuiyas 
who at one time commanded so much respect 
and had so much prestige both in Gaucia and 
Kamata brought about their own humiliation 
and downfall.* 

From the above description it appears that 
the Bhuiyas had been greatly weakened by 
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8. Vide Kayaetha Fatrika, ( new aeries ) Vol, XII. pp, 6-7 
for original. 
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the repeated invasions of the Mahmmadans. 
When their power declined they grew jealous 
of one another and began to quarrel among 
themselves. They lost their long enjoyed power 
simply on account of their want of unity and 
their internal feuds. Visvasifiha was not able 
to defeat them by force of arms. He had to 
adopt wicked tricks from the very beginning 
to accomplish his object. The down-fall of the 
KSyasthas came about chiefly as they 
were too noble and too liberal-minded to see 
through the wicked designs of Visvasifiha. 
Though this rictor had crushed the power of 
many of the Bhuiyas and killed many of them 
with their families, yet he had spared some of 
them whom he thought to be his aUies. 
Charu Bhuiya of Kanujapura was the most 
prominent among these.® 

Bisu was installed king at Kamata with 
great pomp and assumed the name of Visva- 
sifiha. In contemporary records, he has 
been described as the lord of Kamata.i® On 
account of the protracted siege by the Muham- 
madans and their repeated invasions, Kamata 
had partly been in ruins and had been totally 
shorn of its past splendours. To Visvasinha 
belongs the credit of rebuilding the city, “l^he 
Muhammadans did not spare the temples of 
the goddess KAmatesvari. Visvasinha built a 
new temple to the goddess with brick and 

0. Mann Bfty, the soq of Chkra Bhaiya, became the oom- 
mander-in-chief of Chile IU7, the eon of Vifiraeinha He 
Bubsequeiitly became the Baru'd of Ban^mati. 
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stone. 1-1 He established various images all 
over Koch Behar and brought learned Bt9h- 
manas from MithilS for conducting their 
worship. The chief of these Brahmanas belong- 
ed to the gotra of Vasistha. For this reason 
Visvasinha himself took the gotra of Vasistha. 
About that time a staunch Sskta, Narahari 
D9sa by name, and a descendant ofSridhara 
Thakura, the minister ofMithila, was living 
incognito at Kamakhya. As advised by the 
royal priest, Visvasinha appointed him to the 
post of the prime-minister. 

The Pani— chief of Sindhu— Sauvira, of whom 
mention is made in the Srimad Bhagavata, 
himself worshipped the goddess and sacrificed 
the victim with his own hands Visvasinha 
too did the same thing. Though learned 
Br9hmanas versed in the Vedas and the 
Puranas, from various places flocked to his 
court, yet this ancient custom continued 
unchanged. The Brahmanas of Kamrifpa, 
could not affect this peculiar custom of the 
Mecha and the Koch tribe. The people of the 
country, however, had grown favourably inclined 
towards them when during the ascendancy of 
the Bhuiyasthe influence of the Brahmanas had 
alredy spread in Kamrupa. Visvasinha too had 
great regard for the Vrahmanic faith. But 
still he dung to the time-honoured custom of 
his race. That he was influenced by Brahma- 
nism Is shewn by the fact that he sent two of 
his sons NaranBrayana and Sukladhvaja to 
Benaras for studying the Hindu scriptures 

II. Vide by Surya KharKdeiTajoa, 

VerM 208-216. 

It Vide Vol I, jft. 
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written by Brahmana teachers. A detailed 
account of this will hereafter be given. 

Visvasinha appointed some men as Chaud- 
huris and some as Patwaris and asked them to 
make a revenue-settlement of the counti y . But 
all these officers informed him that they were 
unable to carry out his orders as they had got 
no records with them. The “Perakakata” of 
Kamarupa had been in the possession of 
NSrayana BhuiyS, And that was not available 
as he was dead with his family. Hearing these 
words the conqueror grew penitent and gave 
his officers to understand that if they might 
bring to him the heir of NSrSyana he would 
certainly confer high honours on him. 

Bhagiratha’s maternal uncle was present in 
that assembly. He brought Bhagiratha 
before the king with three baskets of papers. 
Then king was very glad to get the records. 
He gave Bhagiratha the highest seat to sit on. 
Then he appointed Bhagiratha to the post of 
the Gamatha or representative of the king. 
He also married him to his damsels. He 
also gave him two thousand mati. Bhagiratha 
became the “Vishayapati" of the land between 
Buradia in the east and Ealadia in the west. 
Besides this, he issued a copper-plate grant 
giving unto him free of rent, the four mauzas 
of Pani Khaiti, Sati, Chaulkhoa and Buradia 
situated within their boundaries. The rana 
of Bhagiratha was above all the officers of the 
king including the Bara Barua. Visvasinha 
further declared that from that day forward 
Bhagiratha was exempted from payment of any 
additional tax. He became the head of the 
eighteen Chaudhuris. To speak the truth, 



BABO-BHUnrAS AND MBCH BOWER. 


49 


Bhaglratha was now the favoured child of for- 
tune. It was the king Visvasifiha alone to whom 
he was subordinate. He was not inferior 
to any one else. When coming back after 
having received high honours from the king, 
Bhagiratha paid his respects to Harideva, one 
of the then Vaishnava teachers of Assam. Bhagi- 
ratha was a Sakta. The Vaishnava teacher 
initiated him into Vaishnavism. The patro- 
nage of this new convert greatly facilitated the 
preaching of the doctrines of Vaishnavism by 
Harideva. 

From a book, entitled Govinda-vansavali 
by Bhogadatta, we learn that Govinda, one 
of the Bhuiyas of Assam, settled at Baligaon 
with the permission of the king. He became 
known as Dighalapuriya Giri. He had two 
sons named Kanai and Balai. Kanai became 
known as Ztekagiri. Very soon he rose to im- 
portance on account of his courage and heroism. 
Bhagiratha tried to assert his independence 
with his help. In the above work, Bhagiratha 
has been called the lord of Kamarupa. Though 
Dekagiri was at first on friendly terms 
with him, yet he became his deadly enemy in 
the end. In consequence of his enmity with 
Bhagiratha, he had to flee from his family-seat 
to Bhati.t* It also seems probable that after 
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this Bhagiratha made an unsuccessful attempt 
to become independent. 

When the power of the BhuiySs came to an 
end in KSmrnp, xhey left the country to 
settle in the land of the Ahoms. Bat here too 
they could not live in peace. We learn from the 
Assam Buranji written under Ahom patronage 
that a little before the year 1463 of the Saka 
era the BhuiySs crossed Bata-Temuni and 
established themselves near Kalang. In 1465 
S.E. the Ahom king Svargadeva ascended the 
throne. He put to the sword all the Bhuiyas 
and kept their brothers and nephews as his 
attendants. 

In the year 1560 (S. E, ) BudA Rajadeo went 
to catch elephants in Uttarakiila. The Bhuiyas 
presented him with one handi (Cooking pot) of 
gold and one handi of silver, Thereupon the king 
asked them why they had never given him such 
a rich present. They said in reply that year 
after year, they had been sending such presents 
to him through theic superior Tamuli Gohain ; 
but they were not aware whether their presents 
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had reached the royal treasury or not. The king 
became highly satisfied with them and granting 
them some degree of independence allowed them 
to settle in DakshinakQla.^s Here however they 
did not pull on well with the officers of the king. 
After this the Muhammadans made an attempt to 
conquer the country of the Ahoms. Fearing that 
the BhuiySs might join the invaders, the king 
kept the sons of four. Bhuiyas at his gate.t® 
When the troubles due to the Muhammadan in- 
vasion were over, a new settlement with the Bhui- 
yas took place, the following twelve Bhuiyas 
being established in Uttarakflla, viz Utai, Tamai, 
Rai, Sakai, Kausika, Ujirh, Laskara, Choma- 
dar, Kehor, Sanatan, RamaBhatta and Bhakata 
Bhuiya. These twelve were the principal Bhuiyas. 
Each of them had under him four Sarumuria 
Bhuiyas. The number of this latter class of 
Bhuiyas thus became forty-eight. Lachama Kolita 
became the head of these men. The Ahom king 
took him to his palace and made him settle in the 
country by making him a grant of land. He had 
three brothers, one of whom was made to settle 
on the banks of the river Sonai and one on the 
mountains. The third brother was appointed 
‘Khangia’ or manager of the property of the 
queen. After expelling theKacharis from Sarengi, 
the Ahom king made Lachama Kolita the ruler 
of the place under the name of “Turpala” 
giving him presents of golds, men and many 
other thiDgs.IT 


lA 

ID 

n. 


BvMjl (Ambi GoH. CoL GBobBti, no. 7S) p. 49 

Do Do pp. 

Do L«tf 97n umI nk 


The twelve 

principal k 

forty-eight 

subordinate 

Bhaiyas 

under Ahom 

patronage 



CHAPTER 111. 


''Dharmftraj*’ 
Naraaimha, 
eldest son of 
VisTAsiDba 
settled in 
Bhutan 


Mech Rule and Social Reform in Kamarupa. 

Visvasinha had eighteen sons of whom three 
were note-worthy. i Of those Narasihha the 
eldest was very pious and learned. He was 
a Brahmachari.^ The second son was called 
Malta or Naranarayana and the youngest 
Sukladhvaja or Chila Raya. Visvasinha died 
about 1540 AD.^ At that time Naranarayana 
and Sukladhvaja were learning Sanskrit at 
Benares. As Narasinha was a Brahmacharl 
and had renounced the world, it was settled 
that Naranarayana would be king alter his 
father’s death. But as he was away from the 
capital at the time of hi.s father’s death, Nara- 
sihha was installed on the throne of Kamata. 
When the news of the death of the king reached 
Malla and 5ukla, they both hastened to 
the capital. On their arrival Narasihha 
abdicated the throne in favour of his brother 
and went to the land of the Bhutiyas. It is 
recorded in Rajavahsavali compiled under the 
supervision of Raja Harendra-narayana that 
he became the king of this country and came 
to be known as Dharmaraja. The people still 
remember his name. It is said that he received 
the boon of immortality from the god 5iva. It 
is further said that he lived for one hundred and 


1. Vide by OargtTanu 

2. Vide UerendreDarSyen’s Bribet BitjeeefiaiiTali, 

* 3. A detailed account of VieTaeinha ie not given here aa it 
ia to be fOnnd in OaiVa Hiatory of Aaaam and Harandra Niirsyan 
Chaodhttii'a The Coocb Bihar State,* 
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twenty years when he died to be born again, 
that in this second birth he had full memories of 
all the incidents of his previous existence and 
that he again became king through the favour 
of Siva,* NaranarSyana became the king of 
Kamata after his abdication and Sukladhvaja 
the commando r-iti-chief. Soon after his 
accession, Naranarayana had to engage in a war 
with the Ahoms. Sir E. A. Gait gives the 
following description of the struggle : — 

“A petty chief conspired, it is said, against 
Naranarayana and on detection, fled to 
Suklcngmung, who gave him shelter and made 
an unsuccessful attack on the Koch king. How- 
ever that may be, in 1546, (A. D.) an expedition 
under Sukladhvaja ascended the north bank 
of the Brahmaputra as far as the Dikrai river, 
where a battle took place. The Koches, who 
were armed with bows and arrows, succeeded 
in killing some of the Ahom leaders, whereupon 
the common soldiers fled and were pursued with 
great slaughter.”^ 

After this, Chila RSya issued out on a conquer- 
ing expedition accompanied by Kavindra Patra 
and Rajendra Patra. In the book called 
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‘Daranga-Raja-Vansavali’ a detailed account 
of his conquests has been given. The conquests 
extended to the distant land of Manipur in the 
east and Tippera in the south. At last he 
invaded Gau4a where the Padshah of the 
country defeated and t^ook him a captive. It is 
recorded in the above book that the Padsah 
built a new jail for the imprisonment of Chila 
Raya. There his sufferings knew no bounds. 
Though he was awfully oppressed with thirst 
yet no body gave him water to drink for fear 
of incurring the displeasure of the Padshah. 
The priest of Pratapa Bhuiya happened 
then to be present at Gauda. He manae. i to 
see Chila Raya in the prison with a pot of 
copper full of water and giving it to him to 
drink saved his life. Chila R5ya became highly 
pleased with the Brahmana and promised to 
do a good turn to him if he could but come 
back to his own country.*^ About this time 
the mother of the Padshah was bitten by a 
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snake. No one cotild cure her and her life 
was despaired of Cbila RSja heard of this from 
his prison and gave the Padshah to under- 
stand that he knew how to cure snakebites. 
The mother of the Padshah was now placed 
under his treatment and was perfectly cured. 
At this the Padshah was highly pleased with his 
captive, set him Iree and offered him a number 
of presents. It is recorded in Harendra-nara- 
yana’s Brihat Raja-vahsavali, that he refused 
every offer praying for to be provided with 
two learned Brahmanas only. The Padshah 
said that he had no hold on the Brahmanas. 
But Chila Raya was allowed to take with 
him any Brahmana if only the latter was 
willing to go with him.t In compliance with 
the earnest request of ChilU Raya two Brah- 
manas, one called the ‘Siddhantavagisa^ and 
the other called the ‘Vid\’avagisa’ went to 
Kamata with him. They' settled in the country 
and w ere each given a grant of nine villages.® 
By the example and influence of these two 
great Brahmana scholars the social and religious 
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life of the then ^ech society was thoroughly 
changed. The following extract from first 
volume of this work may be interesting in 
this connection — 

“It has been previously noticed that in 
ancient Assyria Melchidezek was both the 
king and the high priest. In the same way, 
as found on many occasions, the Mlechchha 
kings of Ksmarupa also officiated as high- 
priests. This custom seems to have come 
down even to the days of R3ja Visvasinha of 
the Mech family, who founded the royal house 
of Koch Bihar.*’ (p. 128). 

In Rsjavahsavali there is a detailed account 
of the worship of the goddess DurgS by Visva- 
sihha on one of his marches against the BSro 
BhfiiySs. The following lines from Daranga- 
Rajavaiisilvali may bear quotation here : — 

“Then the hero Bisu went on leisurely think- 
ing of the feet of Durga. He came to the 
vicinity of a mountain and saw an image lying 
( on the ground ). The great king took it in 
his hand and saw that it was the ten-handed 
goddess Bhagavati. He was in an ecstasy 
and took it on his head and showed much of 
devotion. He went to his house, installed it in 
the temple of Gosani and worshipped it with 
sacrifices.”® 
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Some sdiolars are indined to think that the 
quotation given above does not prove that 
the Mech kings had the right to offer 
worship to the goddess Sakti. They explain 
it away saying that before marching against 
the B3ro Bhttiy3s Visvasinha simply followed the 
practice of the robbers to worship the goddess 
KEh just before setting out on their maraud- 
ing expeditions. But the lines quoted above 
show that he worshipped the goddess Durg^ 
aecording to ancient customs. There is also 
no lack of evidence to show that subsequently 
to his coming to the throne he himself offered 
Pdja to Durga. 

As we have seen before, Naranarayasa and 
Sukladhvaja were brought up at Benares after 
the ideal of high-caste Hindus. Therefore a deep 
sympathy for Hindu manners, customs and 
ideals was rooted in their hearts. This is 
why they made an attempt to introduce 
those ideas and customs among their 'people 
after their accession to power. 

At that time most of the people of Kama^dpa 
followed the religion of the Mlechchha, 
sad&cbdra and brahmacharyya. being unknown 
there. Though the rule of the Kayasthas had 
lasted in the country for a long time before the 
rise of the Mechas and though the Bhuiyas had 
followed to a considerable extent the manners 
and customs prevailing in Gau(|a>yet they never 
dared interfere with the manners and customs 
and religious beliefs of the people. We have 
said before that the Mech Chief Bisu followed 
the traditions of his family before his occupying 
the throne of Kamarupa. When he became 
the king of the country he came to be known to 
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the Brahmanas as the son of the god Siva. 
From that time forward he came to have great 
regard for the Brahmanas and their religion. 

He also broixght from Mithila a Brahmana 
of the name of Sarvabhauma belonging to 
the Gotra of Vasishtha for the worship of 
his tutelary deities. It is mentioned in Raja 
Harendra-narayana’s Brihat Rajavahsavali 
that Siddhantav.=igisa and Vidyavaglsa 
first came to Kamarupa on pilgrimage, that 
the king NaranarEyana received them cordially 
and made to each of them a grant of nine 
villages .and that thereafter both of them settled 
in the country. They became the advisers 
of the yal broorthers and set aboitt the work 
of social reform. Just as in Bengal Raghn- 
nandan<a compiled 28 codes on Smriti for the 
guidance of the Hindus of the province, so 
too in Assam Siddhantavaglsa acquired fame 
for himself as the writer of 18 books on the same 
subject all known by the name of Kaumudl. 
The names of these works are : — 

(1) Danda Kaumudi 

(2) Preta Kaumudi 

(3) Vrishotsarga Kaumudi 

(4) PramSna Kaumudi 

(5) SrSddha Kaumudi 

(6) Durgotsava Kaumudi 

(7) EkEdasi Kaumudi 

(8) Suddhi Kaumudi 

(9) PratishthS Kaumudi 

(10) Saiikalpa Kaumudi 

(11) PrSyaschitta Kaumudi 

(12) Tirtha Kaumudi 

(13) KSla Kaumudi 

(14) DlkshS Kaumudi 
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(15) Sambandha Katimudi 

(16) Tithi Eanmndi 

(17) Daya Eanmadl 

(18) ilchSra Eaumudl^o 

These works are paid the same respect in 
Assam as those of Raghnnandana receive in 
Bengal. Through the efiforts of the king Nara- 
narSyana and Sukladhvaja Varnas and Asramas 
in keeping with the Kaumudis of Siddhante- 
bagisha were established in Eamamp. At 
this stage the people of various persuasiono in 
the country came to be known as Brahmanas, 
Eshatriyas, Vaisyas and Sudras.^i Thus there 
came into existence here different gradations 
of rank some of them became superior to others 
and some of them were regarded as forming 
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the lowest stratum of the Society. SiddhEnta- 
vagisa now became the social dictator. He 
prescribed the rites and ceremonies to be 
observed by the various classes of the people 
and his voice was supreme in matters relating 
to the social position of each class. In those 
days if anybody had the audacity to violate 
the rule promulgated by VidyEvagisa he was 
pH^nished by the king and in serious cases even 
baPiishcd with his family.* ^ In this way the 
Brahmana authority was established in the 
whole of'KEmarupa. According to their respective 
traditions the kings or tribal qhiels of the Koch 
and Mech tribes would fifst worship their 
deities in all religious cermonies. Now, however, 
with the ascendancy of the BrEhmanas this 
ancient custom was abolished. In SiddhEnta- 
vEgisa’s Smritikaumudi BrEhmanas alone 
have been allowed the right of worshipping 
Sakti. To prevent the Mecha kings from 
breaking this new injunction it was laid down 
that neither the king nor a vile Sfidra 
should have a look at the goddess KEmEkhyE. 
Even BrShmana widows were debarred from 
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seeing the Devi. Women in general, especially 
young ladies, were declared unfit to touch the 
image of the goddess.'® 

It is doubtul whether all persons now follow 
the injunctions laid down by Siddhantavagisa 
in as much as many Rajas and Maharajas 
are now found to visit the shrine of Kama- 
khya. The Raja families of Koch Bihar, Bijni 
and Darang, however, have been scrupulously 
tollowiug these rules from the time of Naranara- 
ya/ia and Sukladhvaja and no member ol these 
families ever undertake an3’ pilgrimage to 
the shrine of Kainakhya or Goshani of Kamata. 
The two brothers Malla and Sukla consecrated 
the present temple of Kamakhya at an enormous 
cost and put up stouc-tablets on the walls 
recording their own deeds. Of course they were 
deprived of the right of seeing the goddess but 
they managed to immortalise themselves by 
establishing their statues at the door of the 
temple. 

But though in the time of Malla-Sukla the an- 
cient customs were fast changing in Kamarupa 
yet outside its border the ancient customs 
still held sway. Surya Khari-Daivajna gives the 
following account in his Rajavaiisavali 

“The king proclaimed to all with a vow 
that it was his royal command that in all 
temples lying to the north of Goshdin Kamala’s 
Alt which was the line of demarcation between 
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western and eastern Assam the Eochas and the 
Mechas would continue to periorm the worship, 
while in the south the BrShmanas would 
officiate. This law was to hold good in all 
places. The Bhotas and the Kachharis would 
eat fermented liquor and rice. They shall have 
to give me gold and horse for the enjoyment 
of their lands’’^* 

From the above account it appears that 
the supremacy of the BrShmanas was esta- 
blished in modern Koch Bihar and in the 
modern districts of Goalpara, Kamrup, 
Nowgaon and Da rang, while in the north of 
Goshain' Kamal’s Ali^° i e. in Eastern Assam 
comprising the districts of Lakhimpur, Sibsagar, 
and Naga Hills and the adjoining places, the an- 
cient customs continued to be in vogue. The 
spread of Sanskrit learning was necessary in 
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constructed an embanked road the whole way from their capital 
in Koch Bibar to Narayanpur, in tho south-west of what is new 
tke North Lakhimpur Subdivision, a distance of some 360 miles. 
The work was carried out under the superrision of Gosttin 
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and mre known to this day as ^^GosAin KamaTs road.” History of 
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order to introduce among all classes of men 
the manners and customs of the BrShmanas. 
It was also necessary to write books on Hindu 
religion in the language of the people. For 
this purpose the king brought learned BrSh- 
manas from Gauda and Kamantpa and made 
arrangements for the publication of religious 
books in the popular dialect. Suryakhari says 
that at the command of the king Naranarayana 
Rama Sarasvati composed padas (verse) 
simplifying the Mahabharata, the Ramaj’ana 
and the eighteen Purauas. In obedience to his 
royal behest Sahkaradeva too wrote the padas 
of the Bhagavata consisting of twelve Skan- 
dhas in the language of the people in order to 
spread the cult of Ilari. So also Sridhara wrote 
his book on Astronomy and Bakula KSyastha 
his Ltlavati in the popular language.^® In Raja 
Harendranarayana’s Brihat Raja-Vansavali 
it is recorded that Bhanumati the qvteen of 
Naranarayana made the following request to 
Vidyavagisa : — 

“O precepter, would you please write a book 
on Sanskrit Grammar following up Panini and 
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Mahesrara's KalSpa and call it RatnamalS 
after me.” Vidjavagisa conld not disregard such 
a request and wrote Ratnamala.tT A famous 
work on Grammar called Prayoga-Ratnamala 
is still taught in many tols in Koch Bihar and 
Assam. 

From the above fact it may be inferred that 
in those days the ladies of the royal harem were 
versed in Sanskrit. They even evinced great in- 
terest in the publication of religious books. Just 
as Malladeva came to be known as Naranltra- 
yana at the time of his coronation, so Bhanu- 
mati too got the name of RatnamSla when she 
became the chief queen. 

It has been said before that all the BhuiyEs 
on being defeated and deprived of all their 
possessions by Visvasifiha fled to Upper Assam 
in order to save themselves. But here too they 
were not quite safe. Upper Assam was then 
under Ahom rule. As long as the Bhuiyas were 
united, all the attempts of the Ahoms to 
injure them proved fruitless. But now hearing 
of the defeat of the Bhuiyas at the hands of 
Visvasinha, they commenced hostilities afresh. 
We leam from the old Assam Buranji that 
the sons of the Bhuiyas were taken in chains to 
Sadia and were sacrificed before the goddess. 
Under such oppression some of them sacrificed 
the glory of their birth and saved themselves 
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by becoming the attendants of the Ahom kings. 
Many of them, howcrer, preferred to maintain 
their liberty and hodonr by taking refnge in 
mountain caves or dense forests. An account 
of those who submitted to the Ahoms has 
already been given. But those who did not yidd 
to them had to move from place to place and 
pass their life in misery. PratSpa BhuiyS was 
the foremost among them. They were dragging 
on a miserable existence when his priest who 
had saved the life of Chila Ray in Gauda came 
to them and informed them of the promise 
made by him. Then they all waited on Chila 
Ray with the' priest and were accorded a very 
kind reception. It is recorded in Durgadasa’s 
Kocha-Raja-Vansavali that on the 21st 
day of Vaisakha, in 53 Rajasaka, the fourteen 
Bhuiyas viz (1) Bhavananda, (2) Bibhu 
Bisvasa. (3) Bisarada, (4) Hari Chaudhuri, (5) 
Gaurlpati, (6) Bhlmasena, (7) Subhankara, (8) 
Divakara, (9) Meghanatha, (10) Narahari, (11) 
Tantresvara, (12) Bhabesvara, (13) Dhanesvara 
and (14) Pratapa Ray presented themselves at 
the court of the king. They had with them some 
devout Brahmanas. They all knew that the 
king Naranarayana was a pious and popular 
ruler. He appreciated merit wherever it was 
found. His brother Chila Ray was his right 
hand. He was not only a great hero and a man 
of profound learning, but also a just prince. 
He knew how to show respect to those who 
belonged to the upper classes. Seeing those 
respectable guests at the court of the king he 
received them cordially. The following account 
of the receptioo accorded to them is taken from 
the book of Dnrgadlsa mentioned above 
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'‘In obedience 'to the order oi the king, his 
younger brother then said to all the Br3h- 
manas,— ‘li you go with me you will get grants 
of land ; but if you do not go, you will lall 
into danger.’ Hearing the wqrds ol Chila 
Ray all of them agreed to accompany him. 
Now the brother of the king asked the fourteen 
Kayastha Bhuiyas to follow him. But they 
said ‘O, younger brother of the king, we the 
KSyastha Bhuiynas have come to your door 
leaviril; our county through the fear of the king 
of Assam. Seeking your protection for fear of 
life why should we go elsewhere leaving the 
king ?’ 

“The king, however, made no reply and having 
dismissed his courtiers went inside the palace. 
Then, one day, desiring to bathe in the river 
Brahmaputra he asked his brother to go ahead 
to Asvakranta with the fourteen (Bhuiyas) 
and to build a city there. Upon tbi^ prince 
Sukladhvaja went there with the fourteen 
Bhuiyas. He built there a city like the city 
of the gods. The sight of it was enough to dispel 
sorrow from the mind of the afflicted. 
Sukladhvaja then stepped down into the river 
and when the water had reached upto his navel 
he had the Kayastha Bhuiyas brought 
there. Now he asked them to go with him again, 
giving them to understand that he would solem- 
nly pledge his word of protection to them. On 
this they gave their consent saying that they 
would accompany him if a solemn assurance 
was given. Then these fifteen men built tbe city 
and coming to the king bowed unto hhn. They 
sipdke to him of every thing about the dty. His 
Majestywse * 7 to bear all this. Then 
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he got ready with his chieftains and soldiers 
and, knowing that there was holy water there, 
went to the place. The king went merrily with 
the queen to bathe at Asvakranta. It was the 
month of Chaitra. The sun wiis shining very 
bright. He started on his journey at noon. 

The fourteen ESyastha Bhuiyas went with 
him. He looked bright as he was going 
to take his bath. A lac of mighty soldiers 
went with him. He reached Asvakranta and 
looked like the god Indra. Sukladhvaja had 
preceded him and put up a fencing around the 
bathing ghat. 

“The king entered the city and his soldiers 
lay encamped there. The Maharaja who was 
the ornament of the earth spent that night at 
Asvakranta desiring to bathe there the follow- 
ing day which happened to be the eighth day 
of the bright hall of the month. The subjects 
slept happily after finishing their supper. 

When the day dawned and the sun rose, the 
king went to the bathing ghat. He bathed there 
and performed the worship of the gods and 
tMrpana and then propitiated the three worlds 
by his gifts. At this stage Sukladhvaja put 
his cloth round his neck a...d with folded hands 
said, “O king, the KSyastha Bhuiyas not 
being willing to go with me, how am I to take 
them with me ?” The king asked him to bring 
them before him so that he might talk to them 
from the holy water. Receiving the orders of the 
king, his younger btpther told his man to bring 
the Bhuiyas there. As soon as the messenger 
got the order he hastened to them and saw 
the fourteen men standing at the gate. .He 
informed them of the stem behest of the king 
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and asked them to go to him saying, quickly, 
'The king is bathing and making gifts at Asva- 
krSnta ; you fourteen have to hurry up. Upon 
this order of the king all the KSyasthas 
arrived at AsvakrantS with expectant hearts. 
They saluted him covering their right-hands 
with the left and stood before him with folded 
hands. The king said, ‘O chief Kayasthas, hear 
me. You should go with my brother without 
hesitation. He will think well of the matter 
and give you stipends and grants of land. Go 
there obeying my order and you will 
flourish. I shall go there after some days’. 
So saying, the son of the^^ great Visva held 
his tongue. Hearing everything, the KSyasthas 
dropped their hands and bowed unto him 
with thess words, 'O king, we are ready 
to go wherever you may be pleased to 
order us ; but we have only one prayer 
to make. We shall leave this kingdom 
O king, it we are given a solemn pledge.’ Hear- 
ing this the king promised to give them a 
solemn pledge. The fourteen men then 
respectfully bowed to the king. He had freed 
them from poverty bv bestowing gifts on them. 
The king was then giud to partake of pdyas*, 
sweets and pancbdmrita. which was delicious 
to taste. The fourteen men also had the 
same fare. The king then proeeeded to his 
own home. The cry of the elephants, the neigh- 
ing of the horses and the sound of various 
musical instruments filled the air. The king 
NaranArSyana came back to his palace after 
finishing his bath and gifts. Then one day 
Sukladhvaja bowed his head before the king and 
said, 'The fourteen men that are to go with me 
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do not agree to go unless they are furnished 
with a document containing the pledge.’ The 
king then ordered that a document containing 
the solemnn pledge should be given to them. 
On receipt of this command, Sukladhvaja 
got the solemn promise inscribed on a copper- 
plate and made it over to the king. The king 
having immersed his body up to the navel in the 
waters of the river Brahmaputra reads it out 
and thus makes this promise : — 

“You may take possession of as much land of 
my dominion as you can during one day leaving 
out eight dandas of time. Whether the plots 
you thus occupy are Devottara or Plrapala, 
under cultivation or not, and no matter who- 
ever may be the landlord^ you are sure to have 
them. Only you will have to pay that homage 
which you do to-day from generation to genera- 
tion, and you are to tell me on oath that your 
lines will never desert mine. If in the line of 
any one of you there is a son, who may be blind, 
lame, haunch-backed or dumb or mad, even 
such a son will enjoy the land granted. There 
will be no difference even if he be blind of one 
eye or of both the eyes. In autumn, the wor- 
ship of the Goddess 0urg3 will take place. If you 
can, you should present yourself at my place 
on the occasion’. The fourteen Bhuiyas took the 
following vow, ‘We shall take food in your 
house on all the days. We promise that we shall 
not leave your kingdom.” and the promises of 
both the parties were embodied in a document.ts 
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Prom the above account we learn that 
through the efforts of Chila Ray, the king 
Naranarayana had established fourteen 
Bhuiyas in his kingdom by making grants of 
land to them. The land that they got was 
“ situated by the side of the river Brahmaputra. 
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It is recorded in RBja Harendra NarByana’s 
‘Brihat RSja Vaasavali’ that the king Nara- 
nBrByana had married BhBnumatl, the daugh- 
ter of the Bhdiya Pratapa Ray and that his 
brother Chila Ray had married Chandra- 
prabha the daughter of Pratapa’s youngest 
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brother. The learned lady Bhannmatl became 
the principal queen of Naranarayana.*-*. 

While giving an account of Chand^vara and 
others, it has been shown that the Kayasthas 
of the time were erudite Sanskrit scho- 
lars. Their ladies also were highly educa- 
ted. The queen Bhanumati was a brilliant 
product of female education among them. 
From the Rajavansavali we learn that she 
was well, versed in Panini and Kalapa- 
Vyakaranas I It was under her order that 
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Kocb'RmjA-VaDBiTmli by DorgAdM*. 

19. •‘waH afta ^’it ftnai aa ataia atfa aifral 1 
aat ^ a^ aia caia^ caia* ^ ataa 1 
tata atf*m ftata aaw. itftrw ipil ftaa I 
(aft <a al^ aai acatai swwai aft aifa 1 
CTiai awftia atatai aft fta aft aftki 
afa Ffl aft ftaa fktt awta ^ aftft 1 
aaftai ftaft aaa kvrta aftaa aft aft I 
» aft (a Tail ftafl WlitaH ajd aftfl 1" 
Ui«Tsiia«vaU eompiM nodar BiijA HuvadranKiiyau (Tide 
Oort Col SUMat So S. lit port, Icof M ) 
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Purusbottama VidySvagls^ wrote the Sanskrit 
grammar called RatnamUlS. 20 

Within a short time NaranarSyana came 
to have a high regard for Bhanumati’s father 
Pratapa Raya. He did not forget the defeat of 
the royal array at the hands of the Ahoms. 
Now Chita Raya led an expedition into their 
country with a large army under the leader- 
ship of Pratapa Raya. The Ahom king fled 
from his capital for fear of defeat and capture 
by the enemy. Pratapa Raya was now appoin- 
ted Governor of the conquered territory. Under 
Pratapa Raya the Bhfiiya rule revived in Upper 
Assam. But fate was against the Bhuiyas. 
Some of Pratapa’s kinsmen grew jealous of him 
and began to hold secret eonference with the 
Ahom king to secure his downfall. The Ahom 
king attacked Pratapa Raya in order to feed 
fat his ancient grudge. But the Ahom Buranji 
gives a slightly different version. According 
to this work it was Pratapa Raya’s grandson 
who attacked the Ahom king with the other 
Bhuiyas. 

70. fanrayl 1 

♦ttPifki CE CEfiw I 

ECP« fW Ert fw I 

CSlW Cfifl Et 'Vfimi I 

’EhfEWWEWElEVftfWir' vE* 

Rrihftt RAJiiT&fiMiTAli. 

21 , “Tn 1560 a Chief who is described as the ftrmndson of a 
Bhaiy'd oamed Pratap Rai, rose against the Ahoms and was 
ioined by some local ohiefs, bat he was defeated and slain in a 
battle fought near the month of Dikhn riear,’* 

HMory of Amb, P.9V. 
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With the fall of PratSpa R3ja fell the last 
hope of the BhniySs. Thereafter there is no 
evidence of the activities of the BhniySs in the 
sphere of politics. PratSpa Ray lived at Bada- 
nagara. So his descendants came to be 
known as Badanagaria BhuiyS. A son of 
Pratapa was known as Bada Bhfliya. He 
removed to the village of Maniari in Darang 
in order to make himself safe against the 
att.acks of the Ahoms. When Raghudeva’s 
son Parikshitanarayana ( Chila Raya’s grand- 
son ) was captured by the Mughals and taken 
to Dacca, his younger brother Balinarayana 
fled to the east leaving the capital. It is 
recorded in Daranga-Rajavansavali that he 
went to the village of Maniari in Darang vi’ith 
120 queens of the late king Raghudeva as well 
as his own wife and children and lived there 


for one year in the house of Bada BhuiyS. 22 
This took place about 1616 A D. After this 
Balinarayana took shelter with the A horn 


21. “caft fwsi itatv I 

vpRWn vea stv vft I 

itatv PI ^[1^ i 

ipnra atai vtat ^ 

*11 'rt’n vta Cl itrtv I 
ativt ilh bial atfiil 1 
m tiai ■Pwff a:li 1 
If f 11 ^ *tlw afimi fiati I 
af ’rtHfiiif fiti^," 
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king PratSpa Sinha,* The Mugbals had 
terrible fighting in various places of Assam, 
first with BalinarSyana and then with the 
Ahoms. As a result of this Mughal invasion 
the majority of the fourteen lamilies of 
Kayasthas who had been ^established in various 
places in Assam lost all their possessions and 
sank into poverty. In Durgadasa’s ‘Koch 
Rajavansavali’ we get the following account 
of the Mughal invasion and of the downfall of 
the Bhuiyas : — 

“The illustrious Rupanarayana became king. 
His rule was such that it seemed that Indra had 
come down to the earth. Darpa-narayana had 
three sons to each of whom a duty was assigned. 
Then there took place a wonderful event. The 
Mughals made their appearance and the king 
fled away. They took away gold, silver, 
bell metal, copper and all the records. On 
account of this plundering raid the fourteen 
Kdyastha Bhuiyas tied away and hid them- 
selves here and there. A plague broke out and 
three families became extinct. Eleven ol them 
lived in the king’s realm. Alter some days the 
Mughals went home. Then they assembled 
in Behar. Those respectable Kayastha Bhuiyas 
presented themselves at the door of the. King 
Rupa-narhyana, The king saw tneii phgbt and 
supressed his griei and ordered them to lake 
their seats. The eleven men then made obeisance 
to the king and spoke of their troubles thus O 
king, all our records have been taken away. We 
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have somehow managed to keep the body and 
soul together. We again pray for the document 
con.aining the solemn pledge. O king, be 
gracious enough to pass orders for its speedy 
execution. 

“The Maharaja KupanSrayana again gave in 
the year 201 Raja-Saka a document containing 
the solemn pledge to the eleven men, — BhavanU 
natha KhSsnabis, Narahari Tasanabis, Hari- 
nanda Bhandara-Kayastha. Devidasa Ukila, 
Sri Krishna Khas-Dewania, Jagatpati Daptaria, 
Prananatha Mazumdar, Sivadasa Mazumdar, 
Lambodara Bara Kayastha. Dharmadeva Bara- 
Kayastha and Sivanatha Baksi. 

“In obedience to the order of the king Nara- 
hari Dasa wrote out the sanad and making 
it over to them went home. The eleven men 
were glad to get the sanad and went away 
to attend to their respective duties. 

• cr tfa , 

w’hrnint'n 

ROi ^ atsR I 
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The king Rupanarayana ascended the throne 
of Koch Bihar in 1693 A. D. He was put to 
troubles on account ot repeated Mughal inva- 
sion and removed his capitel from Athara- 
kothS to a place called GuriShati on the eastern 
bank of the river Tor.sha. The descendants of 
the Bhuiyas came to Koch-Bihar in 201 Kaja- 
Saka i. e. 1710 A. D. and placed themselves 
under the protection ot the king Rwpauarayana. 
It is strange that though these eleven jjersons 
filled several posts under the state yet theii 
descendants have now got no influence in the 
court of Koch Behar. The greater portion of 
the land granted to them by Riipanarayaaa 
has now been either confiscated or transferred. 
Only a family or two are now in enjoyment of 
the said property. 

CT'?itv ! 

t?r;i I 
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. Bif? I 
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The whole of Assam still bears testimony to 
the power and glor^" of the BhuiyUs who ruled 
the country for upwords ot a century la the 
capacity of independent monarchs. These 
ancient Bhuiy^s had no connection what- 
ever witii the later twelve principal BhuiySs 
and forty -eight minor Bhuiy^s created by the 
Ahom King. Visvasihha dealt the death blow 
to the power of the older BhuiySs living in 
western and central Assam, while those in 
Upper and Eastern Assam were crushed by 
the A horn Kings. Many of these Bhfiiya 
lines have became extinct. Some of them how- 
ever subsequently took service under the Mech 
Kings oi Koch Behar and the Ahom Kings of 
Assam and thus preserved their existence. The 
geueaology of some of these families are now 
to hand. 

It is said that they had a history oi their 
families, ‘the Perakakata* and many copper- 
plate grants issued by the different kings at 
different times. But on account of inva- 
sions of the Muhammadans and the MSns as 
well as out-break of fire and the removal of 
the lauiily Irom one place to another due to 
vicissitudes of fortune, the greater portion 
ol these records have been destroyed. The 
lew that were |clt were filcu in the English 
Courts towards the oegiiming of the British 
rule in the country for the establishment of 
their title to their landed properties. It is to 
be regretted that the majority ot those records 
were not returned Hence we had to depend 
otf a very meagre evidence to write an account 
ot the rite and fall of the BhoiySs. 


tA Tm Q wit o ltglnt X^blfi Vid« Appsiieis-b^I. 



CHAPTER IV. 


Rise of VaislifiAvlsiii In Assam. 

The K^yastha Bhuiyas oi Assam had exer- 
cised political and administrative autho- 
rity over tlie country for a pretty long 
time. Gradually however, they begun to lose 
ground in all the fields of their ancient supremacy. 
Indeed, they were not destined to enjoy 
their power any longer. We have clearly 
seen how they fell from their high political 
pedestal. In the palmy days of their poli- 
tical supremacy the KSIyasthas of Assam 
had enjoyed great social honour also. Bui 
with the fall of the BbuiySs their social 
position also dwindled awa3r. A time, however, 
soon came when the Kajasthas- again succeeded 
in regaining their former social status and exer- 
cising considerable influence over society in 
matters social and religious. But their political 
power was gone never to return. Let us now 
see how they succeeded in winning back their 
former position in matters religious and social. 

About the time we are speaking of as well 
as before it, the worship of Sakti and Siva was 
prevalent in Assam. Kamarupa was then 
known far and wide as the greatest centre of 
the Saktas. The following picture of the then 
Hindu Society of Assam has been taken from 
the Brihat Rajavansavali, a work compiled under 
Raja Harendra-narayana of Koch Behar : — 
'‘The good-looking Brahmaoas of Kamanipa 
live merrily at home pe rf o rm ing the customaiy 
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rites prescribed in the Vedas. Even when travel- 
ling from one country tQ another they perfonrf 
their ceremonies without caring to bathe in holy 
waters. They also perform the Vedic ceremonies 
like pamsavaae and others and are attentive 
to their time-honoured customs. They have 
taken to agriculture and partake of fish, and 
flesh and chew betel leaves. In KSmarupa 
Brahmacharyya has not to be practised 
through life and no vow of EkSfdasi has to be 
observed. They gain as much religious merit 
by observing the single vow of Suklashtami as 
by observing a crore of BkSLdasi vows.’’^- 

From the above account we may very easily 
form an idea of the condition of the society of 
the time. The vedic Brahmanas had become 
staunch Saktas and Brahmacharya had be- 
come a thing of the past. This being the con- 
dition of the religious life and faith of the Brah- 
manas, the topmo.st class in Hindu Society and 
custodian of Hindu faith, the religious life of 
of the other classes may be better imagined 
than described. 

It is remarkable that the great social and reli- 
gious reformer Sankaradeva was born in the 
ftimily of ChancjTvara who was himself a devout 
%kta and was known in political circles as 

I. ftvsti *nni I cvrm Yfij ^ tHcv 3irni ii 

ftRl ntvl? I (v*!Tgni fttti ii 

^ cw ’imti ! V39 Rteta Pistn ii 

vait faavi i aw atfav cvtaa vn ii 
fnvhi awWi alft i viw n 

’ cvit o Y8 VR I av acv Rwa rrr ir 

IUj4 Hatendrankrayapa’d Biihat RajaTaDtatall, padsi 
130-in ( V(de AMam Oovt. Col. Parana, No a >, 
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‘Devidasa* and 'Siromani Bhuiya*. In Prasiddha- 
narayana*s Purushanama^ it is said that Kusumavara 
was one of the Bhuiyas that were defeated by 
Visvasiiiha. This Kusuma was the father of 
^ahkaradeva. All the other Bhuiyas were reduced 
to poverty in consequence of their defeat at the 
bands of Visvasinha. Kusuma, however, saved 
himself from the clutches of poverty by leaving 
the territories of the conqueror, and settling down 
in the modern district of Novvgaon. We learn 
from the several biographies of Sankara that 
many elephants and horses were kept tethered 
at his gate, that hundreds of men were fed by 
him, that he had no want of men and money and 
that he was regarded as the first man in society by 
virtue of his personal charms, the qualities of his 
head and heart, his character and the respectability 
of his family. It cannot but strike one as curious 
that out of all persons the great Vaishnava teacher 
Saiikara who was a thorough vegetarian, should 
come of wealthy Sakta parents fond of fish and 
flesh. During the time we are speaking of, 
even the higher-caste widows of Assam could 
not observe BraJmiacharyya. All the people of 
the country, male and female, young and old 
alike had taken to eating fish and flesh of not only 
goats, but also of a variety of other animals and 
birds. The birth of a reformer like Sank?radeva 
in a country where the manners and customs of 
Mlechchhas had taken deep root and spread far 
and wide was really a very wonderful thing. His 
teaching ushered in a new era in the social historv 
of the Aryans and Non-Aryans of the country. 
He is still being worshipped as the full incarnation 
of God by twelve lakhs of men in Assam from 
exalted Brahmanas down to the lowly hill tribes. 

If 
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He was really a great man of extra-ordinary 
personality. His timely appearance saved the 
fallen Kayastha Bhuiyas from the grip of impend- 
ing ruin. We think it will not be out of place to 
give here an account of this great hero. 

Sankaradeva. 

According to Daityari Thakura, the ist 
biographer of the reformer, Kusumavara Bhuiya 
is said to have been a devoted votary of the god 
§iva. He had long worshipped the god with the 
object of being blessed with a male child. 
Through the favour of Siva he at length got a 
son who was named Sankara and was believed 
to be an incarnation of Krishna himself. 

Kafithabhushana, the other biographer, says that 
the God was so much pleased with Kusuma for 
his devotion that he incarnated himself as his son. 

The child grew day by day and filled with joy 
the house of his father. The parents gave him 
great indulgence with the result that the boy was 
not sent to school up to the age of ten or twelve 
years. Daityari Thakur says that he lost his 
mother and afterwards his father in his infancy 
and that his paternal grand-mother Buri Gosain 
Kherasati' had since brought him up. He was so 
very fond of sports that he forgot to eat and sleep 
when engaged in them. He would often be missing 
at dinner time and it was not very easy to find 
him out. 

There was no boy in the locality who could 
\)cat him in swimming and running. He used to 
catch the young ones of birds and beasts for the 
fiin of it ; but he treated thep[l Y^ry kindly and 
tenderly. 
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Kusuma Bhuiya was very much concerned 
at his son^s neglect of study. One day he called 
Safikara to him and admonished him saying, 

“My boy, I thought myself to be fortunate when 
you were born. The Brahmanas and the astro- 
logers prophesied that you would be vastly learn- 
ed. But now I see that you hold but little pro- 
mise of that. My ancestor^ were all men of deep 
learning. I am afraid that you. a member of such 
an illustrious family, bid fair to win notoriety by 
your ignorance.'’ These words touched young Safl- 
kara’s heart and he promptly replied with a grave 
face, ^*Send me to school and I will show you 
whether I can learn or not." Hearing such an un- 
expected reply from his son, Kusuma burst into 
tears of joy and taking the boy in his arms kissed 
him again and again. He then himself took Sankara 
to the place of the school-master. He began his 
student life on a very auspicious day. The teacher 
was struck with wonder to see the intelligence and 
sagacity of the boy, Sankara learnt much more 
than his daily task. None of his class-mates 
could keep pace with him but lagged far behind. 

He was so attentive that when engaged in 
study he forgot himself. He would pass many a 
sleepless night poring over the pages of his book. 

In this way he mastered many Kavyas and many 
Koshas as also the fourteen Sastras. He also 
commented upon the Puranas, the Mahabharata 
and the Ramayana. Indeed his teacher soon felt 
that he had nothing new to teach him. 

Sankara was no longer a boy. He was now a Sankara 
handsome youth and an erudite scholar. On titleof DdOI- 
account of his striking personality and his uncom- E*”* 
mon scholarship no one chose to call him by 
his name, but they all gave him the title of 
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Dekigtri* Ramaritna Guru, his tamily priest, 
and fellow-student was his constant companion* 
Both of them passed their time happily in study 
and learned discourses. After a short time 
Sahkaradeva took to practising yoga. He brought 
under control the five kinds of air that constitute 
life viz. Prana, Apana, Samana, Udana and Vyana 
and learnt Dhyana, Dharana, Samadhi^ Asana 
and Pranayama. It is said that he had attained 
so much success in yoga that he could hold his 
breath continuously for three or four days. He 
could remain under water for a long time. He 
could stand long resting the whole weight of his 
body on the great toe of his left leg. His strength 
and the beauty of his frame increased on account 
of the practice of yoga. The playfulness of his 
younger days did not^ however, leave him. One 
day while bathing in the Brahmaputra with 
Ramarama Guru and others he proposed that they 
would swim across the river. Atonce a boat 
was got ready and they all started swimming. The 
boat followed them. One by one all his com- 
panions except Ramarama Guru became tired and 
got into the boat. Sankara and Ramarama alone 
got to the other side without the help of the boat* 
Ramarama, however, felt too tired for the 
return journey and came back by boat. Saflkara 
alone swam back to the place whence they had 
started. 

Seeing that he was arrived at manhood his 
grand-mother arranged a suitable match for him* 
The marriage was safely over and Saflkara began 
to feel himself happy in his married life. 

Saflkara now grew very popular. When he 
went out dressed in silk and with his body 
besmeared with sweet sandal-paste and his head 
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decked with a wreath of n^lati flowers people 
approached him with reverence and saluted 
him by touching his feet. Even the learned 
Brahmanas held him in awe for his vast learning 
and his influence over the people. But Sankara 
was not vain. He showed due respect to the 
Brahmanas and met all people with kind words 
and a smiling face. 

Safikara was noted not only for his vast learn- 
ing but also for his wonderful physical strength. 
His mind and body were equally strong. The 
following anecdote shows how strong and courage- 
ous he was : — 

One day he was going along a certain path 
with his servant behind him, carrying his kaman^ 
(Ja/w and blanket. After they had got to some dis- 
tance he took to a short-cut. The servant 
objected to it saying that it was infested by a 
terrible bull who attacked whomever he met on 
his way. Dekagiri, however, knew no fear. 
Nothing daunted, he went on and soon saw the 
animal fiercely rushing towards him. He braced 
his nerves and muscles and seized the beast by 
the horn. He then wrang its neck so violently 
that it dropped on the ground in extreme 
pain. The bull had thus learnt the lesson of its 
life and from that day forward ceased troubling 
passers-by. 

Thus Safikara had a very happy time of it for 
some years. Then when his grand-mother died, it 
gave him the first great shock of his life and told 
very heavily upon him. Though he was wise and 
had a very calm disposition yet he could not help 
giving himself up to sorrow. After he had per- 
formed the funeral obsequies of his grand-mother 
in a befitting manner, he began to brood over the 
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vanity of human life. The world now appeared 
to him to be only the abode of misery. It seemed 
to him to be a stage where each man had a part 
to play and was finished as soon as he had played 
his part. Thus philosophising, it was very likely 
that he would leave his home and become a 
Sannyasi. He had, however, one tie still to 
hold him back. His devoted and faithful wife was 
still living and her loving tenderness did not allow 
him to renounce the world. He now began to 
pass his days in study and in the performance of 
the religious duties prescribed in the Sastras. After 
some time a daughter was born to him When 
she came to be of marriageable age he married 
her to a suitable Kayastha bride-groom of the 
name of Hari. 

Sahkaradeva had not now to remain long tied 
to the world. After a few years his wife died and 
he made up his mind to take to the life of a 
Sannyasi'. After performing the Sraddha cere- 
mony of his wife he disposed of all his worldly 
possessions. He gave away his three hundred 
milch-cows to the cowherds who used to tend them 
and his sixty teams of oxen were also given away. 
He bestowed all other properties on Jayanta and 
M^hava who were the brothers of his paternal 
grand-father. 

Sahkaradeva was now as free as air and set out 
to visit holy places. His pilgrimage lasted for 
twelve years. 

The Vaishnavas of the Mahapurushi'ya sect 
believe that during this time he visited the prin- 
cipal holy places of India such as Navadvi'pa. 
Puri, celebrated shrines of the Deccan, Gaya, 
Benares^ Prayaga, Brindavana, HaridvSra and 
others. Orissa and the Deccan were then under the 
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rule of Hindu kings. So Hindu pilgnms would 
generally visit the sacred places in these parts of 
the countryc It is said that Sri Chaitanya had taken 
only one year, eight months and twenty-six days 
to visit the chief holy places ot India. We may 
not be far wrong if we conjecture from this that 
§ankaradeva must have visited other places than 
Puri and that he must have stayed for a consider- 
able time in each of these places. 

It is very important to know the places which 
Sankara visited and the time he spent in each 
place. Because it was his pilgrimage that 
awakened a religious fervour in his mind ; it was 
the experience which he gained during the course 
of his wandering that shaped his future life. 

On his return home from his pilgrimage 
Sankara began to teach the people the doctrines 
embodied in the Gita and the Srlmadbhagavata. 
His teachings were written in the dialect of the 
country so that they might appeal direct to the 
people. From his drawing upon these two works it 
may safely be said that he had made a special 
study of them during his pilgrimage. 

In those days Navadvlpa in Bengal was a great 
centre of learning. But the Vedanta and the Nyaya 
were the favourite subjects of study here. M^ha- 
vendra Puri, the then chief Guru of the Madhva- 
charyya sect had come to Santipur and initiated 
Advaitacharyya into the tenets of Vaishnavism. 
It was due to his teaching that the doctrines of 
Vaishnavas spread in Bengal. From the literature 
of the time we learn that this Advaitacharyya had 
a disciple of the name of §ahkara. His name, 
however, occurs only once and it cannot be defi- 
nitely said whether this Safikara was the ^afikara- 
dcva oT Assam or not. It is said that owing to 


On his 
return home, 
Sankara 
prunes 
the GUa and 
the Srimad- 
Bhagavata. 


Sankara's 
discipleship 
of Advaita- 
charyya of 
Santipur 
discussed 
and 

dismissed. 



88 THE SOCIAL HISTORY OF KAMARUPA. 


Smkmn'a 
raception 
on hia return 
home. 


difterenoe of opinion with the preceptor, $afik«ra 
and some other principal disciples left Santipur, 
went to East Bengal and other distant places and 
prOached their doctrines there. Some of the 
writers go so far as to say that a disciple of 
Advaita called Safikara went to Assam and there 
preached the doctrine of Sri Gaurahga. But all 
these accounts.do not seem to be tru6. The bio* 
graphers of Safikaradeva never make mention of 
his stay at S&ntipur nor of his learning the 
tenets of Vaishnavism from Advaitacharyya. 
From this it appears that Advaita’s disciple 
9aflkara was a different person from Safikaradeva 
of Assam. 

It has already been said that Safikaradeva 
passed twelve years in the holy places of India. 
At the end of this period he returned home. His 
younger brother BanagayS Giri was besides himself 
with joy to hear of his return. With Hari he came 
out of the house to welcome Safikaradeva. The 
brothers of his grandfather also came to see him. 
When he was going to salute them by touching 
their feet they did not allow him to do so for they 
thought that his visit to the holy places had made 
him worthier than themselves. He now distributed 
among the people that had gathered to see him, 
the pras&da that he had brought from Puri. They 
gave loud cheers for him as they partook of this 
pras&da and listened to the glory of Lord Jagannatht 
from his lips. Indeed, his majestic appearance 
glowing all the more with the light of virtue and 
wisoom commanded the respect and admiration 
of all. 

* Banagayi Giri had so long passed his life under 
the roof of Hari, his brother's son-in-law. As 
we have seen before when ^ahkaradeva. left 
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home he had given away all that he had 
possessed. On his return home BanagSya Giri 
thought of starting a new house for themselves 
and began to collect domestic utensils and other 
household necessaries and also take back some 
of the cows previously given away by his brother. 
The cowherds opposed him and this enraged 
him SO rnuch that in a fit of passion he put 
one of them to death. For this heinous deed he 
was seriously reprimanded by Sankaradeva. 
When his father's uncles came to know of this, 
freely and (gladly they prcsenterl the brothers 
with many such things as they stood in need of. 
And they also requested Sankara to marry a 
second time. He complied with their request, 
married again and got vast wealth as dowry 

Sankara's father’s uncle Jayanta had a grand- 
son of the name of Jagadananda. He was younger 
than Sankara, Himself an erudite scholar, he took 
delight in learned discussions. One day he pro- 
posed to Sankara that he would build a holy 
temple inside the compound of his house where 
they might pass their time in study and in holding 
religious discourses. Sankara heartily approved 
of the idea which was soon materialised. Here 
they were joined by Ritmariima and all the 
three passed their time very happily in religious 
conversation. 

The next convert was Madhava, the greatest 
of the disciples of Sankara and the founder of 
Mahapurushiya Vaishnava sect of Assam. He 
was the son of Govindagiri of Banduka, who 
inherited the Bhuiyaship of the place, but came to 
and settled in Tembuanibandha where he married 
a second time and lived with Rama RSy, Ketara- 
Kh&n and other relatives. On account of the 
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persecution by the Ahoms he had to leave Tenibua- 
nibandba with his wife. On the way he was robbed 
of all bis wealth and had for some tinae to be a 
dependant on Harasinha Bara at Letupukhuri 
near Narayanapur. Here a son was born to him 
(in Saka 1411). This child was Madhava. Subse- 
quently he had a daughter also. When she grew 
up she was given in marriage to Gayapani whose 
account has been given before. Govinda left his 
wife with his son-in-law, took M^hava with him 
and went back to his ancestral home Banduka. 

The boy Madhava had so long found no oppor- 
tunity of receiving any education. At Banduka 
Govindagiri himself taught him all that a Kayastha 
was required to learn in those days. Thus Madhava 
was now made to study Sanskrit works on rhetoric, 
poetry and Hindu religious rituals and also 
philosophy and politics. Govinda was himself 
a staunch follower of the Tantras and the son 
also naturally imbibed the religious ideas and belief 
of the father. After his father's death Madhava 
came back to Tembuanibandha to live with his 
mother and sister. Some time after this, unable 
to bear the oppression of the Ahoms, the people 
of Tembuanibandha had to Aee to Belaguri and 
Madhava followed suit with his brother-in-law. 
Once he went to Banduka in the hope of recover- 
ing his paternal property. It was during his 
absence that Gayapani became converted to 
Vaishnavism by Sankaradeva. On bis way back 
from Banduka Madhava heard that his mother 
was dangerously ill. He prayed to goddess Kama- 
khya for his mother's recovery and offered in re- 
turn to sacrifice to her a pair of he-goats when she 
was all right. When he reached home he saw his 
mother comparatively well , So he began to make 
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preparations for offering the promised sacrifice to 
the goddess. A date was fixed and he requested his 
brother-in*law to purchase a pair of goats for him. 
Gayapani, however, was now a devoted Vaishnava, 
averse to animal sacrifices, and deferred the pur- 
chase from day to day. At length it could no 
longer be put oflT and Madhava pressed him very 
hard. The conversation that took place between 
them on the occasion will be found interesting, 

Msklhava — Two goats must be had now. 

Gayapani — Well, what do you propose to do 
with them ? 

Madhava — What do I propose ! Don't you 
know that they have to be sacri- 
ficed before the goddess 9 

Gayapani — Yes, 1 know. But why do you so 
propose ? — Ah I if you would but 
care to know the consequences of 
goat-sacrifice ! 

M^hava — Well what are they ? 

Gayapani — He that sacrifices the goat becomes 
a goat in his turn in the next birth 
and the goat is born a human 
being to offer him as sacrifice in 
his turn, 

M^hava — But I don't care if the table will be 
thus turned. Just tell me plainly 
whether you mean to purchase the 
goats for me or not. 

Ga 3 ^pani — But why should you be so impatient? 

There can be no harm if you will 
Ake time to pause and consider what 
1 have just said. 

Madhava I do not like to pay heed to your 
words. — Pray, where did you learn 
all these things from f 
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GayapSni — Why, all these are in the scriptures. 

Madhava — But I have studied the scriptures. 

Do you venture to throw a new light 
on them ? 

GayapSni — No, that I can’t. But if you would 
like, I might take you to one who 
is competent to do so. 

So saying Gayapani took Madhava to Sankara 
so that he might discuss these things with the 
great Vaishnava reformer. Now a heated and 
lengthy discussion took place between these two 
learned men. This was the first contest between 
Saktism and Vaishnavism in Assam. Madhava also 
was a great scholar, well versed in the scriptures. 
The combat raged long and furiously, Sankara suc- 
ceeding at length in refuting all the arguments put 
forward by his adversary in favour of Saktism. 
Though he was able to establish the superiority of 
the Bhagavata, yet he had to acknowledge that 
Madhava was not second to him in point of learn- 
ing. It is said that when Madhava had admitted 
the superiority of the Bhiigavata, Sankara read out 
to him a couplet from it an English rendering of 
which is given below : — 

‘Just as all the branches of a tree are served 
when water is poured at the foot of it, just as all 
the senses are gratified at the gratification of life, 
so all the gods are worshipped when Lord Krishna 
is worshipped^.* 

A seeker of the truth M^hava was not the 
man to persist in error or superstition. As soon 
as he felt the force of Sankara’s reasoning he made 
up his mind to accept and follow his religious 
views. So he dismissed the thought of sacrificing 
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goats before the goddess as nonsense and started 
worshipping Lord Krishna in his house instead. 
When Sankaradeva came to know of the change 
that had came upon Madhava, he felt he had scored 
a great victory and asked Ramarama and some 
others to accept Vaishnavism, They now promptly 
and eagerly responded and very soon the initiation 
took place and M^hava, Hari and many others 
became Vaishnavas. The initiation ceremony over, 
Sankara gave Madhava the following valuable 
advice ; — 

“Devotion is not possible without association 
with the good. It requires special cultivation and 
you should be mindful of what is said here. At 
first you are to wait upon the Great. When you 
have attained purity of heart, you will enjoy 
Lord Krishna's favour. Your main talk should be 
religion and you must be of pure mind. You 
should feel a strong inclination for hearing about 
Hari. Your love towards Hari should be broad 
based on deep devotion. Know him as soul and 
different from the body. He who can do all this 
in the good grace of the Lord being endowed 
for the present with omniscience and such other 
powers.”* 
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The news of the discomfiture of Madhava and 
his subsequent conversion spread on all sides 
like wild fire. The §aktas of Kamarupa felt 
themselves greatly shaken and out of fear for 
their future the leaders Sridhara Bhat^charyya, 
Kaviraja Misra, Vamanacharyya and Ratnakara 
Kandali called a conference of the Saktas with 
a view to devise effective means and ways for 
preserving the integrity of their creed. All present 
were unanimous in holding that they would have 
to take prompt steps to prevent Vaisnavism 
from spreading further and striking deeper root 
in this stronghold of Saktism. Sridhara Bhatta- 
charyya who was a student of Nyaya, proposed that 
he would hold a debate with Sankara, defeat him 
in argument and thus nip his movement in the 
bud. Brahmananda Bhatt^harya, who was 
present said that it would be unwise to enter 
into a debate with Sankara as that would only 
bring him into undue prominence and importance. 
He therefore proposed that they had rather let 
Sankara alone so that his movement might in due 
course die a natural death. Kaviraja Misra who 
knew Sankara more than any one present said 
that they must not trifle with Sankara. Ratnakara 
Kandali suggested that the best course to adopt 
would be to subject the Vaishnavas to ridicule. He 
assured them that if they could do this the Vaishna- 
vas would only be too glad to bid good bye to theii 
new faith and return to their old fold. And it was 
the proposition which was ultimately accepted by 
the Sakta conference. 

Vaishnavism began to make rapid progress in 
Assam after the conversion of Madhava. The 
Saktas also started their campaign of taunting 
persecution in right earnest. Whenever the 
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Bhaktas were seen along the streets their opponents 
taunted them in all possible ways and heaped all 
sorts of insult and abuse on them. The Vaishna- 
vas however silently bore all these acts of Insult 
and humiliation. When the matter was brought 
to the notice of Sankara, he felt greatly aggrieved 
at this conduct of the Saktas and in a fit of passion 
took a vow that to establish the superiority of 
the doctrine of Bhaktl, he would enter into a 
debate with his opponents the next day and crush 
them by arguments. 

He fixed the next day for his purpose as on 
that date a Sraddha ceremony was to be held in 
the house of Budha Khan, the Bhuiya of Gang 
Mau and a relative of Sankara and all the 
Brahmanas of the country were invited to attend 
the ceremony. Sankara’s followers had already 
heard of his vow and so they were ready to goto the 
house of Budha Khan to witness the battle of words. 

When the fit of the passion had died down, 
Sankara found himself in an unenviable position. 
Of course he must maintain his own creed and in 
its interest must bring all his opponents to their 
knees. But then his opponents were all Brahmanas 
and he could not shut his eyes to the fact that 
since the dawn of civilisation the selfless Br^ma- 
nas had held aloft the bright torch of religion in 
India. However degenerate his present opponents 
were, he, of all persons, could ill afford to humiliate 
them. At length he hit upon a nice plan whereby 
he would make his opponent Brahmanas them- 
selves sing the song of Bhakti and thus gain his 
own point and yet save them from humiliation. 
Thus determining his line of action, 9dliluura with 
his followers presented himself 9 t tt^e house of 
Bu4h& Khan. 
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Of all the Brahmanas present there RatnSkara 
Kandali was the haughtiest and most intolerant. 
He was really the leader of the campaign of 
persecution. Safikara approached him and 
most politely said, ^^Sir, will you please explain 
what appears to be a puzzle to me The 
courteous and humble way in which the challenge 
was offered highly pleased the man. As he was a 
little vain he thought Sankara had surely regarded 
him as the most learned of the assembly and 
so had addressed him first. Therefore he replied 
that he would be too glad to solve his problem 
for him. Sankara now asked^ *'Is a sinful man 
entitled to perform any sacred ceremony prescrib- 
ed in the scriptures ?*' Kandali replied, ‘*No, 
certainly not." Sankara then cast a significant 
look on the other Brahmanas of the assembly. 
They all nodded their approval of what Ratnakara 
had said. Sankara asked again^ **Is a sinner 
entitled to take the name of Hari v Does not 
uttering^ reciting and contemplating the name 
of Hari purify a sinner ?" Ratnakara r.-plied that 
any and every sinner would be purified by taking 
the name of Hari. This also had the approval 
of the assembled Brahmanas. Then Sankara 
put his third question, ^May a man take 
with impunity the food given by a sinful- 
man?* The Bratimana replied and the assembly 
agreed that the man who took such food, would 
be tainted with sin. Thereupon Sankara called 
Budha Khan before them and asked him whether 
he was righteous or sinful. Now this oldman was 
a Hindu of orthodox views. JLest it should take 
away from his hard earned merits he would never 
say that he was virtuous. So he modestly 
replied that he was not at all righteous 
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Now 'Santera addi cn aed the Brahmanas thus.— 
*'Sirs, this man admitathat he is a sinner, and 
tfana according toyou.hasno rightto offer obla> 
tions to his ancestors. But you all have partaken 
ot the food offered by him. So according to 
you. again, "you must have become tainted 
with sin. Now 1 see, as you yourselves have 
admitted, that uttering the name of *Hari' only 
can save you. So please call out the name of 
Harii and get yourselves} purified.” He ended 
with a loud shout of ‘Hari, Hari.’ His followers 
joined him and rent the*sky with'the sacred name 
ot ‘Hari’ The glory of Lord Krishna was thus 
establishedfin Assam. 

After their discomfiture at the house 
ot BU(}h& Khan, the Saktas were convinced that 
the opponent they had to deal with was no 
ordinary man. They oow realised more than 
ever that their religious rites and practices would 
soon cease to be observed unless prompt measures 
were adopted for the suppression of Vaishnavismt 
They now went in a body to the Ahom King 
Suklenmung and complained to him that 
Sankara was doing immense mischief to the 
kingdom by preaching heresy, among the subjects. 
Though. Ahom Kings of the time bad not as yet 
accepted Hindu manners and customs, yet they 
acknowledged the superiority of BrAhmanas. So 
the. Ahom King ordered Sankara to be brought 
bofoce him. When the reformer was produced 
the complainants were asked to state their case 
against him. They said that Sankara was asking 
men not to perform the Sr&ddha ceremony. The 
wtpg could not understand the meaning 
of the word “Sraddha” and so he discharged 
Sankaradeva. 
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On account oi their repeated defeats at the 
hands of Sahkara, Saktas began to relax their 
hatred for Vishnavism. Sankara also devised a 
means of winning the Brahma^as over to his side. 
He asked Rflma Ray to have an image of the god 
Jagann&tha made for him. Then he made it 
known that at the time of the anointment of 
the idol he would make rich gifts to Brahma^ias 
This offer attracted many a Brahmana to the 
ceremony. Sankara showed the idol to the 
Brahmanas and asked them if that was not an 
image of God. They all replied that it was, 
having been set up by a Sadhu Mahdnta. He 
then asked them what was their definition of a 
Sadhu and the Brahmanas unhesitatingly 
replied that those who were devoted to Hari 
were Sadhus. Now Sankara^a^ed them why then 
they were so hostile to the devotees of Hari, 
Having now no answer to give to this point*blank 
question they all felt so nou'plussed that they 
could not now help singing the glory of Hari. 
Nay, they went to the length of reciting the holy 
name of Hari before they left for their respective 
places. 

Though the Brdhmanas were thus made to 
accept the name oi Hari yet they had no sincere 
devotion for Him. Sankara now began to think 
how he could turn them into staunch devotees of 
Hari. One day he met Brabmananda Bhatti- 
ebaryya and requested him to read out the Gita 
to the Vaisbnavas. The BrBhman as agreed 
Sankara then asked his disciples to collect a sum 
ofTmoney to remunerate Brabmananda. This was 
done and Brahmftnanda read out the sacred book 
to the Vaisbnavas. Other Bramhanas also came 
there to hold discourses on the Gita and the 
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BbAgavata. Sankara honoured all of them with 
money. In this way he bought off his formida- 
ble opponents. 

When the opposition of the Brfthmanas had 
been lessened Sankara directed his attention to 
the propag.:<tion of the doctrine of Bhakti. He 
made arrangements for holding religious 
discourses and for singing songs about Lord 
Krishna. The treatises on Bhakti were all written 
in Sanskrit and so they ‘were sealed books to the 
masses. He now tried to bring religious works 
within the reach of the people. So he began to 
write books in the dialect of the country embody- 
ing in them'the teachings of Vaishnavism. He also 
induced some other writers to publish transla- 
tions of the works on Bhakti in the language 
of the people. Of all these books the Bjim&yana 
and the tenth and eleventh books of the BhSga- 
vata were the biggest. It must have taken 
pretty long to compose them. Sankara had a 
wonderful poetic faculty and passed almost the 
whole of his life in writing books. His writings 
were very vigoroics as he had added earnestness 
to his.poetic ability. Hence his writings touched 
the heart of the people. When citing the 
narratives described in the Paranas he faithfully 
translated the original texts He also collected 
the parables told in the various Puranas. 
No one could accurately translate the Sanskrit 
slokas like him. All these contributed to the 
popularity of his works. 

The doctrines of Vaishnavism now began to 
spread very rapidly in Assam, The'.books written 
by Sankara and his followers became very popular 
and the Vaishnava songs also did much for the 
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propagation ol the doctrine of Bhakti in the 
country. 

Sankara passed some time at Barapeta and 
the neighbouring places. It was during his stay 
in these parts of Kamrup that his doctrines made 
a rapid progress among the people. He also 
lived for some time in Upper Assam preaching 
his religion there. But he could not live there 
in peace. He had to face a number of dangers 
and difficulties for the sake of his faith. 

The Sftktas were not the only enemies that 
Sankara and his followers had to take into 
account. The Ahom kings of the place also were 
not friendly towards them. Indeed on one 
occasion Sankara himself narrowly escaped death 
only by jumping over a ditch fourteen cubits 
wide, his followers Msdhava and Hari being 
captured by their pursuers. The Jhoms set 
Mgdhava at liberty but put Hari to death. It is 
said that the head of Hari w'hen severed from 
the trunk uttered the word ‘Rama* 

Almost all the biographers of Saftkaradeva say 
that he had seen Sri-Chaitanyadeva the great 
Vaishnava reformer of Bengal. Some of the 
later writers hold that a conversation took place 
between the two teachers. Kan^habhashapa, 
Daitysri, and Rama RSya who were the principal 
biographers of Sankara are however unantmoas 
on the following points r— 

1. That Saiikaradeva met Sri Cbaitaaya. 

2, That no conversation took place between 
them^ 

S. That j Sankaradeva did not receive any 
direct teaching from Sri Chaitanya 

According to the narrative of itA>bbakta- 
Samb.id Sankara met Sri-Chaitanya at Madia 
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before his Sannyftsa. There is no proof however 
of his taking lessons in Bhakti from Sri- 
Chaitanya. Even the writers of Bengal have never 
asserted that Sri-Chaitanya taught Sankara the 
doctrine of Bhakti. 

Daityftri Tbaktira says that Sahkaradeva 
was so devoted a Bhakta that on many 
occasions he would be beside himself with 
devotion. The religious songs introduced 
by him Wrought a miracle in the country. 
Even the illiterate peasants came to feel 
their holy influence. It was gratifying to 
Sahkara to learn that even the*Chandalas and 
cowboys of Assam sang songs of S^ri-Krishna. 

It has been mentioned before that Sahkara- 
deva had to leave Dhu^rola on account of the 
persecution of the Ahoras. He went to Barapeta 
with some of his disciples. Subsrquently many 
of his followers left their homes and went over to 
him. Mftdhara at first lived in the house of Budha 
Dalai in the village of BarAdi and then settled 
at Barapets, Saf^karadeva changed his residence 
twice or thrice and at length set up his residence 
at a place called Patf^b?rusi, Here he beeatne 
very widely known and the number of his 
Polfowers 'increased day by day. Every day 
tots of people came to him and accepted his 
ftligron. RAmarAtna Guru and many an old 
associate of Sankara also came to join him here. 
And here he made some new converts, the 
most importanf*" being NarAyanadAsa. The 
original name of this Bhakta was BhavAnanda 
and he lived in the village of Badanagara. He 
heard of the name of Sankara from Bhjiskara of 
Pllandi who had already been converted to 
Vaisbuavistn* He was so moved when introduced 
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into the presence of the great reformer 
that he literally prostrated himself before him. 
Sankara treated him very kindly, initiated him 
into Vaishnavism and gave him the .name of 
NftrayApadssa. In the Mahftpumsiya literature he 
has been described as an incarnation of Prahlftda, 
the great Bbakta of Lord Krishna, Sankara 
owed a large number of converts to the influence 
and exertions of Nur^yapadasa. Through the 
medium of Narayanadftsa many people were 
converted by Sankara, the chief among them 
being Madhava of Jayanti, Paramanauda, 
Srirama of Simulia, Balarama, Mukunda and 
Gopala. Another important conversion that 
took place about this time was that of Chakra- 
pAni, This Brahma^a was the family-priest of 
NftrayanadAsa. Once his infant son RAma 
became very ill. So he took the boy with his 
wife to the house of NArayanadasa for treatment. 
Here the lady heard about Lord Krishna. When 
she came back home she asked her husband why 
he did not take the name of Hari. It was a 
pity she said that a Brahmana should not sing 
the glory of Hari, while that was being done 
by others. He replied that if he became a 
votary of Harijmen would no longer employ him 
as their priest andjhe would-be left without any 
means of maintaining hfs family. At one time he 
even made up his mind to defeat Sankaradere in 
a religious debate. But NarSyanadssa persuaded 
him to become a Vaishnava and he was at length 
initiated into Vaishnavism by RtmarSma Guru. 
During Sankaradeva’s stay at Patabiusi two 
other men became his disciples. They were 
Damodara and Harideva. The former latterly 
founded the Damoiariy& sect of the Vaishnavas 
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of Assam. In this way the number of Sankara’s 
followers went on increasing. With their best 
efforts the Sftktas could not stay the progress 
of Vaishnayism. 

The Sakta Brahmanas of Assam grew 
greatly alarmed at the rapid progress made 
by Vaishnayism, As Sankara was more intelli- 
gent and more learned they could do nothing to 
check its forward march. The Ahom kings 
bore no personal hatred towards Sankara. They 
did not interfere with the Vaishnavas in the 
pursuit of their religion. When, however, the 
sovereignty of the country passed from the Ahom 
to the Koch Behar kings who were staunch worship* 
pers of the goddess Sakti. the Saktas tried to 
instigate the ruling chief Naranarayana against 
Sankara with the object of thus dealing a death 
blow to the religion preached by him. Nara- 
narayana himself was a devoted votary of 
Kumakhya. It was during his reign that the 
existing temple of the goddess Eamakhya was 
completed. This King has also made rich 
endowments for the worship of the goddess. 
The Saktas now approached Raja Naranarayana 
and complained against Sankara saying that he 
was persuading men not to worship the goddess 
Kamakhya. The king was very angry to hear 
this. He at once sent his men to arrest the 
Vaishnara teacher. 

The king’ brother Chila Raya, however, was 
favourably inclined towards the Vaishnavas. He 
was indeed a well-wisher of Sankaradeva. It 
was through his interest that Sankara’s son 
Ramananda was appointed to a Government post. 
When he heard of the King’s order for the arrest 
of Sankara he sent secret information to him. 
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Thttff Sankara had time to hide himself. 
UnaUe to find out the Vaishnava leader the 
king's men arrested two of his folio were Narayana. 
dasa and Gokulachand in the hope of getting 
from them information as to Sankara's where- 
abouts. When taken before the king, the two 
Bhaktas began to sing the name of Hari. The 
king asked them where Sankara was. The king 
asked the same question again and again ; but 
in vain. Now Naranarayana was convinced 
that they were concealing the truth and ordered 
his men to put them to the severest torture. 
Poor men with swords in their hands held out 
severe threats to them and tortured them in very 
many ways and yet no information about Sankara 
could be had from them. Then these men were 
convinced that they really knew nothing about 
their leader and informed the king accordingly. 
The king’s anger was now a little abated and he 
ordered them to be brought before him He 
then put to them a number of questions about 
Sankara and his religion. When he came to 
know that they did not worship Dnrga he was 
inflamed with rage and ordered them harshly to 
bow to the Goddess. The Bhaktas however 
remained obdurate, nay, they spoke to the king's 
face that they worshipped Krishna and Kiushna 
alone and would never bend their knees before 
any other divinity. The king was now beside 
himself with rage and ordered his men to give 
them sound thrashing. His orders were literally 
carried out and the two jnnocent Vaishnavas 
were mercilessly belaboured. Narayanadasa 
was k) severely beaten that one of his arms was 
fractured, still the Bhaktas behaved themselves 
in a dignified manner. Unnnodittl of the physical 
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tortme thqr wert pot to, they continued 
singings the name ol Hati. Astonished at this the 
king now ordered his men to cease torturing and 
to sell them to the Bhutiss instead. 

Both NSrsyanadAsa and Gokulachand were 
very strong and stout. So the Bhttti®8 bought 
them gladly. The two Bhaktas followed the 
Bhutins singing the song of Hari. The latter 
were so much impressed with the religious 
ardour of the Vaishnavas that they felt that the 
two men had sdmething more than human in 
them. They also noticed many omens on the 
way. Therefore they returned them to the King’s 
men and went away. Two guards Madhn and 
Hari were in charge of them. They had to pass 
the night with their charge at a Bazar. At dead 
of night the shackles fell off froni the feet of 
NarByanadgsa. He then awaked Hari and asked 
him to bind him again. The guard was deeply 
impressed by the honesty of the prisoner. During 
his sleep he dreamt that Lord Erish^ia with the 
conch, the discus, the mace and the lotus flower 
in his four hands had come there to rescue his 
votaries. Madhu the other guard also dreamt a 
similar dream that night. The next morning 
both the guards took off the chains of the 
Vaishnavas, fell at their feet and begged to be 
excused for what they had done 


Saflkaradeva had not so long appeared in 
public lor fear of the king. But how long could 
he pass in this way ? So he left his family in 
a safe place and himself appeared before ChiU 
Rgya.> Chila RBya told him that he would tty 
to pacify the king if Saflkara could only manage 
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to check the Br&hmanas. Sankara submitted 
that he would see to it although he did not at 
all fear the Brahmanas. He only feared the King 
as he might unjustly punish him. 

Very soon it reached the ears of the King that 
Sankara had been secretly putting up with Chilft 
RAya. He then asked ChilS Raya to produce the 
reformer before him. Raja NaranarAyana was 
not only a mighty king but also a learned scho- 
lar. He was a patron of learning and showed 
great respect to the learned. When the Vaishnava 
reformer was brought to the court, he was so 
much struck by his calm and peaceful appear- 
ance that he got down from his throne and 
entered a special chamber desiring Sankara to 
be conducted there so that they might have a 
talk between them. Now this chamber had a 
very high plinth and there was a great stair 
leading to it Sankara recited a sloka describing 
the glory of the king as he ascended each step 
of the stair, and when he stood in the presence 
of the king, he recited in a most charming way 
a hymn in praise of the Almighty. The king 
was highly pleased, talked with him for some 
time and then dismissed him with kind words. 
Next day the Brahmanas were summoned to 
hold a debate with Sankara. No reliable account 
of this debate is available. It is only^said in one 
of the Vaishnava books of Assam that Sankara- 
deva was able to defeat his adversaries in the 
debate. The king now highly admired his 
learning and asked him to compose as many 
verses as he could using certain words selected 
bj him. Sankara composed seven different 
slokas with the words so selected and explained 
them to the satisfaction' of the king. 

After some days» a learned man from the 
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western parts of India came to the court of Raja 
Naranarayana. The hing told him thab he 
counted it little credit to himself if the learned 
Brahmanas of his court defeated him. He said 
that it would be congratulatory to him if any 
man of his kingdom might defeat him. Upon 
this it was settled that the scholar should 
engage in debate with Sankara and a day was 
fixed for it. Sonie pupils of this Pandit went to 
S«nkaradeva before the appointed day and told 
him that non-Brahmanas were not entitled to 
read the Bhagavata. Sankara did not agree. On 
the contrary he aflFirmed on the authority of 
the Bhagavata itself t that by reading this book 
a Brfthmana might acquire the status of Brah- 
mana. a Kshatriya might extend his dominions 
upto the sea, a Vaisya might increase his 
wealth and a Sadra free himself from all sins« 
Sahkaradeva then quoted another verse and 
said that it was only the Dvija-vandhus who 
might not read the Vedas. The pupils admitting 
this point, he asked them for the meaning of 
^DYija-vandhu\ They thought for some time and 
told him what they thought it meant. Sankara- 
deva then said that it bore another meaning 
also. They however could not give any further 
meaning. So they went back to their? preceptor 
to ask the diflferent meanings of the word. The 
scholar however could not add to the knowledge 
of his pupils, and thin king ^Prudence is the better 
part of valour*, left the place in secret. The king 
was highly amused and pleased to receive the 
news of his flight. 

The king now came to have so much regard for 

Sankaradeva that he wanted to be initiated into 

t Srimadbh&gavata, llih Skandha, 12ih Chapter. 

Yereee 65—66. 
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Vaishnavism by him. But the learned reformer 
did not agree to this as he had made it a rule not to 
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accept as hh disciple a Brahtnana, or a woman* 

The coast was now all clear for Vaishnavtsm 
in Assam and the doctrine of Bhakti now rapidly 
spread throughout the country. It is said that 
Herambaraja (Kachflri Raja) sent a messenger to 
Sahkara intimating his willingness to accept 
Vaishnavism, MsdhavadeTa and NflrftyanadAsa 
were sent for his conversion. And the king was 
initiated into Vaishnavism and the doctrine of 
Bhakti spread in his kingdom also. 

The Brahmanas got alarmed at the influence of 
Sankaradeva in the court of the king Naranari- 
yana and tried their best to do him harm. But all 
their efforts proved abortive. One day the king 
called an assembly of the Pandits and asked them 
whether they could prepare a snmmary of the 
Bhftgavata in the course of a day and explain it 
to him. They however gave him to understand 
that they might do it if they were allowed eight 
to ten days’ time. Then the king put the same 
question to Sankara whose answer was that he 
would try his best to carry out the royal behest. 
Then the reformer came home and rested for 
some time after taking his meal. After this he 
began to write a synopsis of the Bbfigavata, 
The work was finished a few hours before day. 
break. This book was called ‘Gupamftla. 


The following day he duly performed his 
devotional duties and presented himself in the 
royal court at the proper time. There he read the 
book ^GupamalB’ with the permission of the king. 
Every one present there was charmed at the 
simplicity and e egance of his style and the 
soaorous music of his composition. Their wonder 
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knevr no bounds when they leamt that such an 
excellent book was composed in a single night. 
The king too was highly pleased and gave him 
valuable presents. He also appointed him as 
Oamthg or Viceroy of PAtabausi and the neigh* 
bouring places. Thereafter Sankara returned to 
PatabSusi, There his fame began to spread far 
and wide. Thousands of men came to him daily 
and took the ‘Sara^ia-mantra’ from him. Pandit 
Kanthabhfishana, who had gone to Benares to 
study the Bhsgavata with the object of defeating 
Sankara in religious discourses^came to him and 
saluted him touching his feet. Even Ananta 
Eandali who was so widely known for hiserudi* 
tion came to him as directed in a dream and par- 
took of his leavings. About this time Dgmadora* 
deva, Harideva, Kavi Kar^iapur, Madhavadeva. 
Mgdnai of Jayantia, Eavilg Badhai, Krishna Teli, 
Sivdnanda, Budha Gopala, HaridAsa Atai and 
ChSnd Shah who was a Muhammadan by birth 
as well as other disciples of Sankara lived with 
him spending their time in discussing the doc- 
trine of Bhakti, singing the name of Hari and in 
the performance of dramas relating to Bhakti 
which greaty helped ,the ..propagation of the 
new religion. 

Sankara did not at all like the duties attaching 
to the post of the GamthA, having a special lean- 
ing towards spiritual subjects. Therefore, after 
some time, he removed to KochBehAr so that he 
might be relieved of his official duties. He knew 
that he was finally leaving his home. So he as- 
signed specified duties to his principal ’disciples 
and gave unto MBdhava the charge -of maintaining 
his family. DurgAprAs.'lda writes in his Kooha 
Raja-VansAvalithat Sankarajwent to.Koch Behar 
n a bt' t and settled in the village of KAgacha- 
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kuta. Thence forward this village came to be 
regarded as a holy place. 

One day the Ssktas who were his avowed 
enemies informed the king that he used to eat the 
flesh of many animals without sacrificing them 
before the deities. Hearing this the king became 
angry and sent his men to bring him to the 
royal court. These men brought him to the king 
together with the vessels containing flesh. The 
king then said to Sankara — 

‘'You are a devoted votary of Hari. Why do 
you then eat goat's flesh and thus fall off from 
righteousness 

In reply Sankara said that he never ate goat's 
flesh. Thereupon the king ordered his men to 
show him the flesh in the vessels brought by them. 
As ordered by the king they" went to the place 
where the vessels were, but to their great asto- 
nishment they found in them sugar, honey and 
ripe plantain. Some of them contained rice, milk 
and other things of the like natnre. They then put 
their cloth round their necks and said to the king 
that they had themselves put flesh into the ves- 
sels. They also asserted that Sankara was not a 
man but a god, as whatever he had said turned 
out to be true. Hearing ;these]words of his men, 
the king gave a seat to Sankara to sit on, San- 
kara sat on it and held a debate with the Brah- 
manas in Sanskrit, In this debate he defeated his 
opponents. The king gave him rich presents in 
consideration of his vast scholarship. 

The above description of the superhuman power 
of' Sankara is taken from the book of Durga* 
prasada. This Royal ballad-writer further says : 

‘Sankara said’ *‘0 king, I see that you have no 
temple of the god Vishnu. I do not even drink 
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water with the end of the Kusha grass at the 
place where there is no temple of Vishnu. If you 
consecrate an image of Vishnu, then I shall take 
food and reside here**. So saying he took leave of 
the king and went to Kflgajakutft. The king then 
engaged goldsmiths and workers in bell-metal 
and got made a metal image of Hari called 
Vansidhara, In order to perform the ceremony 
of infusing life into the idol he invited Pandits 
living in different places. The king made up his 
mind to perform this ceremony on the Uttara- 
yana Sankranti day of the month of Magha which 
also happened to be the day of the full moon. 
He also sent for Sankara who forthwith came 
to the king. The king gave him a seat to sit on 
and asked him to perform the ceremony. Hearing 
the words of the king, Sankara said slowly and 
sweetly— 

4 have with me a Brflbmana of the name of 
Ananta Kandali who is highly learned. O king, 
get this ceremony performed by your priest 
engaging this Pandit to watch his work.” 

Durg&prasfida says that both Naranarayana 
and Sukladhvaja worshipped the Goddess Devi 
and were staunch SSktas. Both came to have 
regard for Vaishnavism through the influence of 
Sankara and established the idol of Vishnu. The 
goddess Katyayani was highly pleased at this 
and sent Virabhadra from Kailasa to present a 
Salagrama stone to the king, Virabhadra came 
to the king in the garb of a Sannyasi and gave 
him the holy stone which is still being wor- 
shipped under the name of Lakshminarayana. 

Sahkaradeva lived inKochBehar for two years 
and a hall. Everyday he used to go to the court 
of the king who loved to hear from him reli- 
gious talks. Now all men of Koch Behar from the 
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Invest Brahmana to the lowest Chandgla came 
to regard him as an incamatioo oi God and 
tonowed his doctrine. The Ynvarftja Chill Ray 
and his daughter Bfanvanesvari had been devoted 
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followers of Safikara from before. Now the king 
NaranBrayava also came to have great regard 
for him. One day he told Safikara that he would 
take *8ar(ina^amtra' from him. The reformer had 
previously told the king that he could not initi- 
ate the Brahma^as and the king Into his religion 
as they were obliged to be polytheists. This 
time too he informed the king that those who 
did not believe in the unity of the godhead and 
worshipped a number of deities were not entitled 
to get ‘Sarana mantra* But the king was resol- 
ved to be his follower. He said in reply that he 
would worship no other god or goddess than 
Hari. He was even ready to abdicate his throne 
to satisfy his religions hankering. So he most 
earnestly entreated the reformer to give him the 
*8arano mantra’. Saftkara could no longer help 
complying with the request of the king. He said 
to him, “O king, if you are bent on taking the 
Sarana mantraj please observe the requisite vows 
and fasting to-morrow. I shall give you the isa«. 
tra day after tomorrow if Heaven does not will 
it otherwise." 

So saying he returned to KagajakutS with a 
heavy heart. Hearing that Sahkara would become 
the of the king, the joy of Chila Riy kenw 

no bounds. His followers too hailed the welcome- 
news witit loud demonstrations of joy. The follow 
ing day the king observed fasting and performed 
tlie necessary ceremonies. He also built a nice hoos^ 
for the purpose. On the appointed day he observed 
8am$ama and sent for the reformer. But when the 
royal messenger came to Sankara he found him 



S1KCAK1DB7A 


113 


Sttffermg from a boil oa the thumb. Therefore he 
sent information to the king that he was not in 
a position to go to the royal court. 

When the messenger was gone, Safikara called 
his disciples and said to them that his end was 
near. He then washed his face, wore a piece of SankandeTn. 
new cloth and sat under Tepar tree (Oareinia 
santkoeiymus) in the posture called *padM&$»na.* 

This cast a gloom over the mind of his disciples. 

Ramgnanda Thakura fell at bis feet and said, 

“Father, I have got nothing from you.” Sankara 
said, “My child, your mother has got enough of 
gold and silver. The vast wealth conferred on me 
by Sukladhvaja and the Princess Bhuvanesvari ir 
in your possession. You need not be so anxious.” 

Bamananda said in reply, “Father, I have got 
nothing that may help me in the next world. I am 
in quest of such a thing.* Hearing this Sankara was 
in an ecstasy of joy and held him in his embrace. 

He said, “This day I learn that you are a worthy 
son of mine. But my body is now being subjected 
to the faintness of death. I have no more time to 
live, I give unto Madhava the whole energy of my 
soul. There is no distinction between myself and 
him. You will get spiritual teaching from him,” 

Thereafter Safikara recited religious songs and 
hymns and resigned himself unto God. In this 
way^the gpreat reformer, the very incarnation 
of Bhakti in Kamarupa, passed away. 

When the news of Sankara’s death was known, 
cries of lamentation rose all over the country. 

Ramananda duly performed the funeral obsequies 
of his father and then came to Pgtabgusi in order 
to give consolation to his mother and the prin< 
cipal disciples of his lather. 

16 
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Here we propose to give a brief atcoobt of the 
way in which Sahkara propagated his docrtkihe 
of Bhakti, 

Some scholars are inclined to hold that the 
doctrine preached i>y Sankara was really Bhddb- 
isin in dis^I^* Ril)avamSAvali and Gnrttcharitra 
however g6 to show that S Ankara combated 
Buddhism in the court of king Kkranariyaha and 
established the st^riority of the doctrine of 
Bhakti. The cohsequehce of this was that the 
Buddhists were compelled to leave the royal 
coictt. * Under these circumstances it cannot 
be said that Sankara's religion was but another 
form of Buddhism. The Buddhists call their 
religion ^Saddharma’ and at the time of initiation 
into it the formula used runs thus— 
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'I seek the protection ol the Buddha, the 
Dharma and the Safigha.* 

S&nkara's disciples rJso call the religion 
preached by him Mahadharma or Mabtpnrosha- 
dharma. t Initiation into this religion is called 
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'Saraua* apd the'convert is called a ‘SaranU.’ 
The mantra that is given to the convert ] is this 
CT «. Lord Krishna, 

the best-'of all pmrtuka and lord of the world, is 
my'shelter*; Just as Chaitanyadeva is regarded as 
'MahAprabhu’ ( Great Lord ) by the Vaishnavas 
of Bengal, so the Vaishnavas of Assam look 
npon '.Sankara as a Mahiptirusha (Great person- 
age) and an incarnation of God. 

Some modern writers are inclined to hold 
that the teachings of MabAprabhu Chaitanya- 
deva influenced the religion of Sankara, Some of 
them even go so far as to say that Chaitanyadeva 
went to Kamarupa to preach his religion there. 

matter of fact the Great Bengal reformer 
never went to Kumarupa. None of his.^diiKiples 
in Bengal ever allude tp his ever having been- there 
in their writings. Most the followers of Cbai- 
•fcanyadevf^ adoptjjthe four modes of worship— 
Dssya, Salthya, VStsalya and Mftdhurya which 
have no prominent place in the reUglon preached 
by Sankara. The mantra preached by the 
former ^consisted of sixteen letters, whereas 
that of the latter consisted of the four names, 
Rama, N&rayana, Krishna and Hari. 

MahAprabhu was the preacher of the doctrine 
of Prema and Bhakti, Sankaradeva, on the 
other hand preached the doctrine, of NishkSma 
Bhakti. The songs composed by him are 
saturated with Bhakti towards God. He 
worshipped Lord Krishna as Pnrna Brahma, He 
forbade the worship of any other deity than 
Lord Krishna. He used tosay,*GodiBone,wor8hip 
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Him alone. There is no other god but Him.* • 
The religion of the Great Bengal reformer 
recommends the worship of Rgdhft and Krishna. 
Bnt BBdh& has no place in the Sarana«dharma 
of SaSkarsu He was an advocate of the worship 
of Poma*Brahma Sri>Krishna of the Srimad* 
bhagavata. 

However, as a result of the preaching of 
Vaishnavism by Sahkara and his followers, the 
influence of the Saktas greatly diminished in 
Kamarupa. Sa9kara*s'religion came to be res* 
pected by all classes of men from the throned 
monarch down to the poorest beggar. During 
his long life the people of Assam honoured him as 
a great religious reformer. There was no schism 
among his followers. Madhava, Damodara, 
Harideva and other principal disciples of Sankara 
regarded him as an incarnation of God. Seven 
Mahantas, «•». Madhava, Damodara, Ramarama 
Guru, Harideva, Manuhari, Hara and Narayana 
were given chiefship of 8a,tra$ and were also 
appointed as Acharyyas by Sankara. Of these 
seven Bhaktas Madhava was the foremost. 

From a book called 'Ata-Bhakta-sambAda 
the following record is gathered about the 
different places Sankaradeva had visited and 
the period of his sojourn in each,~ 

m i>f |c>f, arNi#i i 

4v»if •fis fv ^ umv stuvi i" 
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Kamaghoaha, by Sankaiu 
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Place 

Period of stay 


llipukhnri 

13 years* 


Baradoa 

21 years, 


Pilgrimage to various places 

18 years, 


Baradoa 

81 years, 


Komaracheda 

6 months, 


Gangmau 

5 years, 


Belagori or Dhoianhata 

15 yearo, 


Aapala 

months^ 


Palandi 

6 months, 


Kumarakuchi 

1 yi^ir, and 


PBtabausi 

16 years, 


According to this work 

Sankaradeva died 

birth and 

at the jjage of 105. Ramacharana Thaknra 

dflath. 


however credits him 107 yesrs. According to others 
again his lifetime extended over 118 years and 
6 months. These writers again are not nnanimous 
as to the date of his birth. Prom an 
examination of the accotmts given by the various 
biographers of Sankaradeva it may be said that 
the approximate date of his birth was the year 
1371 of the Saka era ( 1449 A. D. } 

According to tradition Madhavadeva passed s«ma of 
away in the year 1490 of the Saka era (T568 tbapriaeipal 
A. D.). Hence it is clear that he preached the diwiplas of 
Mahapurushiya religion for more than 80 years iSankara. 
after the death of his great Gnm. Damodaradeva 
was a Brahmana by caste, fie was moreover 
known as^a great Bhakta and one of the principal 
followers of Sankaradeva. fie was also in no way 
inferior to Madhavadeva in point of age and 
wisdom. Hence he was greatly aggrieved at the 
appointment of Madhava as the head of the 
Vaishnavas in tapefse«i<» of his claims. He led 
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the life of a hoti 3 e*holder. Msdhava was a Brahma 
ch<lri from his boyhood. This is why Safpcaradeva 
had given him preference and had ppmu^^d 
him as his own successor. 

Thongh Dsmodara was highly erudite and a 
great 3&dbh» yet he could not help being jealous. 
This jealousy led to dissensions among the 
followers of the two Vaishnava leaders. This 
matter will be fully dealt with in a subsequent 
chapter in connection with the description of 
the Damodariya sect. During the life-time of 
Damodara his followers could not do any great 
harm to Madhava. After his'death his Brahmana 
followers strained every nerve to drive him 
away from KamarQpa. Matters then came to 
a head and Chila Raya's son Raghudera, who 
was then ruler of Ksmarupa, as well as his 
offioerSibegan to persecute the Vaishnava preacher 
in very many ways. Mftdhava found the place 
too hot for him and took refuge under king 
Lakshmingrsyana of Koch Behar. Here he lived 
for some time and then passed away as his 
Guru had done. 

Before his death, he had given Acharyyaship 
to twelve of his principal disciples. Among these 
twelve persons— Mathurfidasa ita of Barpeta 
satra, Vishnu its of Madhupur, Badua ItA of 
Kamalabari satra in Ujgni, Kesava itt of BhBto 
Kuchhi satra, Ba^a Vishnu its of Chgmariya 
’ satra, Narayanadeva Thakura of Jania, Rama- 
charana Thakura of Dalagoma, Paris Madhava 
Ata of Ba4a Heramada and Lakhmikanta Atai of 
Dhopargudi in HSjo bad got chiefship of sgtrpis. 
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The following account of the spread of the 
doctrine of Saftkaradeva and Damodaradeva and 
of the establishment of Satras or religious mona- 
steries all over Assam was taken from a book 
of Govindadasa called *Santa Sampradaja’s— 
There was a certain Brahmana called Harivara 
who was Bhuiya or landlord of the village of 
Vja^hrapinda. He had three sons named Karmai, 
Dharmai and Paramai. When a great war broke 
out between the Ahoms and KochaSt the people 
of Tembuani allied with the Bhuiyas of Baradoa 
and fought with the king Svarga Narayana. 
Countless men died in that war. At that time 
Karmai Qum went to Manipur. Sankara lived 
lor some time in the villages of Dhuarola and 
Belguri. Here he had to suffer great hardships. 
During this time of danger, the daughter of 
Karmai Guru took shelter^with him. He married 
her to a Brahmana who lived hard by. On an 
auspicious day and at a lucky moment Yamuna- 
devi gave birth to a son. The sooth-sayer made 
calculations from his horoscope and gave him 
the name of Gopala. The boy began to grow day 
by day like the moon. Shortly after this Karmai 
Guru shuffled off the mortal coil. His wife, too, 
followed him through the funeral pyre. Now, his 
sister brought up the infant Gopala. He was in due 
time invested with the Sacred-thread and wiw also 
given a little schooling. Then his brother-in-law 
made up h** mind to marry him and sent him to a 
merchant with the object of getting money. Gopali 
got on board a boat with the merdumts and went 
to Dakahinaknla taking with him pe(^; :.doth 
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anJ other ootnoapditiesi He landed at a place 
called Dhuarola* the seat of the great reformer 
of Assam- There he saw she iliastrioas Sankara. 
His complexion was teir and his ! face resembled 
the moon. His eyes were like lotus and his 
handstreached down to his knees. He was sitting 
in a posture called Padmasana in the temple 
of Hari, haTing wrapped himself up in pure white 
and.holding the prayer*beads in his lotus-like 
hand. Gopala was in an ecstasy of joy to see 
such a holy man and bowed to him along with the 
merchant. In a deep Toice the illustrious Sankara 
said to Gopala, "‘Who are you ? Who is your 
father ? Where do you live and whom have you 
to call your own ?" Hearing the sweet words 
of Sankara, Gopala became very glad and gave an 
account of himself making a reference of his 
grandfather Harihara, Sankara requested him to 
stay with him ) 'Jbut he told him of his in* 
ability to comply for the sake of his companion. 
Sankara said that he would, become a noble 
Mabantrt, that he bore auspicious signs on his 
person and that he had never seen such a Brah- 
mana. Gopala too found it hard to leave Sankara, 
fie was distressed at heart and remained silent, 
Sankara then said to him ‘*My boy, you may 
go now, Butj come to me again, if you can not 
on any account remember me and bold firmly 
to the path of devotion to God." As Gop&la 
was unable to take himself oft Jfrom him>' he 
burst into tears. ..The' merchant 'took him away 
from the place. 

After this Madhava heard of Sankara from 
Chagxkina and came*to'him to hold a discottrse. 
After thi* he bee »m t a follower of Sank • 
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Soon after this Safikar afledtothe west with 
Msdbava for fear of the Ahom king. Latterly 
he established a Satra at Barapeta, and began to 
spread the doctrine of Bhakti. After a short stay 
at Barapeta Sankara appointed Madhava the 
religious leader of the place. 

Sankaradeva had three sons, Ramananda, 
Kamalalocbana and Haricharaua. Ramananda’s 
son was PurushottaniaThakura. Kamalalocbana 
died a premature death and Hancharana toodid 
not live long. Sankara established a Satra at 
PAfabausi and asked the devotee Damodara to 
settle there with the object of making the Brah- 
manae devoted to Hari by reading to them the 
doctrine of Bhakti as recorded in the Bhagavata. 
Damodara expressed his readiness tocomply as it 
was he who had given him food and clothing 
and through whose favour he had learnt thedoc- 
trine of Bhakti- Upon this Sankara gave him a copy 
of the Bhagavata and conferred upon him 
religious leadership of the place. He had also 
made Madhava the head of the Satra 
at Barapeta. Then Sankara shuffled off the 
mortal coil and went up to heaven. Madhava then 
began to preach his religion. As Ramananda met 
apremature death, he took upon himself the duty 
of maintaining the oldLakshmi Altogether with 
her danghter-in-law. The workof the propaga- 
tion of Vaishnavism was being carried on by him 
with the help of religious songs. 


It has been said that Gopala was taken away 
from the presence of Sankara by the merchant 
with whom he had gone there. He came back 
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to his brothcMii-lsw’s house and told him all 
bhout the Vaishnsva teacher. His hrother-in-^w 
now set his heart upon getting Qopsla married. 
One night Gopala dreamt that God Hari had come 
to him in the guise of a Brahmana and was 
exhorting u.*n not to marry. He advised him to 
take to thepath of Sankara as that would do him 
good. GopUla then became a Brahmachari. He 
took one meal a day* consisting of boiled sun. 
dried rice. He gave op all the vanities of existence 
and always sang the name of Hari. One day he 
got on board a boat sailing to the west and came to 
Mfidhava. Madhava receivc^i him hospitably 
and asked him who he was. In reply Gopala.said 
that he was the grand-son of Vipra Harivara and 
that his name was Vaiisisopala. He stayed there 
for some days and passed his time in talking of the 
glory of Hari and then, with the permission of 
Madhava, he went to D&modara. Daraodara saw 
Gopala and asked him questions regarding his 
particulars. Gopala’passed some days here. One 
day he bowed unto Damodara and said, •‘Venera- 
ble sir.be gracious enough to tell me how to attain 
Sarana, Bhajana and Bhakti and how to deliver 
myself from the bondage of birth. Hearing these 
words of Gopala, Damodara advised him to follow 
the footsteps of Sankaradeva and take to Saraha 
nnA iQrtana according to the teachings of that 
reformer. So saying, the venerable Vaishnavs gave 
him instructions regarding Saraua, Bhajana and 
Bhakti. He also gave him mala-mantra. Gopala 
acknowledged DSmodara as his Gum and 
bowed unto him and respectfully walked round 
him. After a few days* stay there, he went back 
to Madhava. He lived with this sage for seven 
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years. One day Madhava told him that it was a 
spedal command of Lord Sankaradera to spread 
Vaishnavism in the land of his natmty. Hearing 
this Gopala said, *0 Madhava, in that country I 
was grossly in.sulted. In that land there is no 
piety, there is no scrapie aboat takingtfood and 
having sezaal intercourse. The people worship 
strange deities. There is no distinction between 
men of higher castes and lower'castes. They?beget 
children on widows. Bastards bom of widows are 
swelling in number there. Why shall I go to 
such a land of fallen men ?” Gn a subsequent 
date Gopala saw Damodar^deva. His 
master made it clear to him that there was no 
diflFerence between him and Madhava. Hearing 
this Gopala came back to Madhava and said to him, 
“O ita Madhava, if you give me a Vaishiiava, 
I may go to Assam to carry 'out the sacred behest 
of Sahkaradeva.'' Hearing these words Madhava 
hsd Jxdumapi brought there and said to him, 
**You are to accompany the master. The venerable 
Gopala has renounced the world. Yon are a house* 
holder. The Guru-willgetyou married." Then he 
made Gopala the Adhikar) and JadumaBi the 
Ifedhi. This Jadum^pi was a descendant of the 
Kay-tstha chief Ritai Man4ala of Mallabichhi. 
The son of Bitai was Ananta. Ananta's son' was 
Janardana. Jadumapi was the son of Janordana. 

Gopala and Jadumapi came to upper Assam and 
e^itablished a Satra there. Then they spread the 
doctrine of Krishna Bhakti among the people. 
Following the direction of Madhava, Jadnmaoi 
married Hari Ai. Then Tar ili lai,Be)a Dalai and 
the other Bhuiy as established a Satra at Kalabnri 
for them. Here also these Vaishnavas spread the 


Oopalagow 
iMk to 
AMam to 
prwagato 
VitiiDnaviimi 


Gopala 
hdpa ftlia 
oaiise of 
ValiiiaTifliB* 



124 TUB SOCIAL H1ITC«T OV KAICAROM. 


The Medhie 
omy on the 
▼ork in 
Copper Asniii. 


doctrine of Hari, Then they took leave Of the 
Bhtriyaa and, keeping Harideva in charge of the 
Satm,went to the trestcFirstythey entered the satn 
atBarapeta. Sankaradeva's grand-son Porasot- 
tama Ata was residing at this place. Madhavadeva 
had given him Dharma and had made hiin Varna.- 
srami or house-holder. Both Parushottama and 
LakshmiDevi received Gop&la with due hospitaU*. 
ty. After this Gopala sent Hari Bapn to OriiNi[a 
and through him brought the image of Govittda 
from the seat of Jagannatbaand worshipped the 
^ivinity. In the village of Dhnarol there was an 
idol of Madana-Gopala established by Sankara^ 
deva. Gopala placed Govinda on the same seat 
with Madana Gopala and worshipped both the 
gods. After this Purushottoma Thakura appoin- 
ted Chaturbbuja Thakura as the head of the 
Satra at BaradoB. He also appointed thirteen 
Medhis who were to be with him. The names of 
these thirteen Medhis were as follows t— ' 

KciMjtti Chnftgia Keshava ita, Bara Sanatana 
J[ta, Haladibana Bnrn Mpknnda ita, Bihinpnria 
Madhava Ati, Ohbekeratuliya Gopinatha ita, 
Benagaya Madhava Ita, Raghupati Ita, Rarai- 
maria Govinda Ita, Nalatalia Rama Ita, 
Obarakatia Jayakrishna ita, Bali-katiya Jaya- 
Kanai Its, Haraichhia Srihari ita. 

These holy men came to Upper Assam to 
spread the religion of Sankara. Subsequently, 
Gopala established a Satra at Kumabari and 
gave nnto Niranjana Deva the charge of it, Niran- 
jana kept the Satra going. The Ahom King Jaya: 
dhvaja ratablisbed a satra at iuniati for their 
use. Here the king brought lAkshminarayana 
Co8ain,a devoted follower of the Bfaagavnta, 
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This VaishnaTs, after consulting his foHowers, 
made OTcr the Satra to his grandson Kesava and 
shuffled off the mortal coil. 

The king Jayadhvaja, fearing the curse of 
Lakshminftrijana Gos&in, brought the idol of 
the god Bahsivadana from Jagannstha through 
a pilgrim and established the deity in a Satra 
that was made at a place c^led Garamurpi- 

A list of the Medhis that were appointed in 
the various Satras by Gonftla is given below 

NityBnanda Usptf of Belasidhi,BhBrati Klpn of 
Devaragaon, Bara Muknnda Bapu of Dhavakota, 
Jayarama ita of Jiamaratali, ( He was the son 
of Jadumani. He married Durva Ji. On the 
occasion of this marriage, Gopala is said to have 
called him his own son. ) The names of other 
Medhis are ; — Krishna Khaoni at Rariabaha, 
Narayana ita at Kukrakata, Vishnu ita at Sal- 
gnri, Govinda ita at Tipam, Chatnrbhuja Bapu 
at Chatan,as also Ramadeva Bapu.Dvaraka ita, 
Chiranahda of Ralabaria.Bhavananda of Tapulia, 
Nityananda at Pa^akata, Manohar at Dalijan 
Pnmananda at Ratanpur, Ramalalochana at 
IMchai, Hari Misra at Tapuria, Lakshma^a at 
Tamolbari, Raruna ita at Eaupari, Hari 
Bhagavati at Barekhela, Bara ita at Rtipalia, 
Aijuna Ata at Dhakuakhana, Ralki Ata at Rarai- 
khoa, Ananta Eandali Rama Misra, Gadadhara 
Ata and Govinda Ata at Kahinchakuchi, Bama 
charana Ata at Eakaial, Raghupati Ata at 
Dikhaimukh, and Dhemaji Haricharana Ata at 
Kokili. 

An account of the spread of the Satra of 
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DmmodarA is given below : — 

BalAraniA, a Brahman living in the village of 
Behenia.got disgnsted with a hoase-holder*s life 
and came to the Satra of Damodara to hear the 
Bhagavata. Deva Damodara gave unto him the 
chiefdom of the Satra and shuffled off the mortal 
coil. &Iarama*8 grandson was Lakshmideva 
whose disciple was Jaehatkal Banda Bapn. His 
disciple again was Jadu of Kalabaria His son 
Banamali established a Satra at Dakshinapata, 
The Ahom king Chakradhvaja was his d sciple. 

Prom him the Satra of Deva Damodara is known 
to ns. 

Satananda, the eldest son of Jadnmani. became 
the head of the Satra at Hahari. The second son 
established a Satra at Papari. Tfaie third 
brother Ramananda established a Satra at 
Dikhumukh, while the youngest son had his Satra 
at Eamalabari,. In this way the Satra of Andhara 
Gosain spread in the country. He appointed 
fourteen Medhis. Their names were as follows:— 

Ibricharana at Naparidia, Kamalalocbana 
at Kokala, Batikanta at Pubiala, Naraya^a at 
Mayarapur, Madhu Misra at Tipama, Kamala- 
lochana at Kopili, Narottama at jAlakuria. 
Atjuna at Bhatia, Fathaka chandra at Gumbhiri, 
Murari at Dvarika, Ratnlacharana at Pnkaria, 
Fadma Pathaka at Jisaiwala and Kanu At| at 
Ujani. 

An account of the spread of this religion is 
given below 

Ramakanta, who is known an Kagatia Ata, had 
foui; sons- Their names were Ramacharano, 
Abhayachaiana, Krishnacharana, and Ihui-* 
rh a r a n n. Kanuehandra Atatook Abhayacharana 
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as his son and loearing to him the Satra breathed 
his last. Abhayacharana had ten sons. Their 
names were Achyuta, Ambarisha, Ananta, Ara- 
▼inda, Arupa-charaya, Ajita. Abhimanyu, Pam« 
shottama, Padniand.bha- and Vaiknntha. They 
established Satras in difterent places. 

Gopala had told JajarSma that of his tonr 
sons, Krishnacharaqa, Haricharana, Ratulacha- 
rana and Vijayacharana, Krishnacharana would 
hold T]k0la b\X^ or his family seat, Haricharana 
would settle at Nabinagrama, Rfitulacharana 
would be given his religion and that Vijaya- 
charana would become a good preacher of the 
Bhagavata. Subsequently Jay arSma established 
a Satra at JiSmara. 

The son of KesavapriyA.*s co-wife was 
Nirafijana Ats. His sons were named Chokra- 
p^nif ^rangapani and Padmapani, Chakrapani's 
satra was at Chamaguri, and Sarafigapani's at 
Dighali. KesavapriyS. had no male issue. Their 
satra was called Gabharugiri Satra. 

As ordered by Madhava Oeva Sri-Gopa!a of 
Bhanipura established a satra at KAljhar. He 
ordered Jadumaui, the BhuiyS of Hengalia to 
establish a Satra at Bahabari. The son of Jadu> 
mani was called Sanatan Thakura. He had a 
Satra at Mapknya. Similarly BAmadeva had 
his Satra at MairOmora, Bara (elder) Krishna at 
Chhamuka, Sam (younger) Krishna at Bkatani- 
para,Maharia on the bank of the Gobru Kahara 
und Sudarsanaat Salguri. His son Srimanta had 
his Satra at Sapakhoa,Vijayananda at Mud ban 
and Bamadeva at Sarela. Sanatana Thakura*s 
Satra was at Silikhatala. The names of bis other 
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SatxaaJ were Rabara, Sonariparia) Thalabaria, 
and Kbakaraptira. 

The foIk>wiog Satras were established at the 
command oi Jadu Th ^ur— Ratigaya, Sauna, 
Kajania, Baliparia, Eorekhania, ihataguria, 
Kadaigoriaand Badagolia. Sri Gopal’s grandson 
had established a Satra at the mouth of the Kala* 
ka(a. Those who,folIowing the order of Madhava 
Th* Uadh^. deva, had established Satra at Madhupur, came 
I**™?**' to be known as Madhuporiyas. These 
were Bfaaiya Ballabha Raya and Haladhara Dasa. 
Madfaavadera breathed his last giving his 
parting injunction to Padma S.ta and Eesha- 
chnraaa' JLta. Padma ita settled at Badala and 
Kesaoharana at Bhatokuchi. As ordered by 
Padma Ata. Niranjuna Ata, Jayarama Ata. 
Krishna Ata, fadu Ata, Kanu Ata and NarahHri 
Dasa established satras at Ulutali. Then Krishna* 
hari Ata and then Vijaya Ata established sutns. 
Narabari At^’s satra was at Ujani, Gopal Ata’s 
at Maukhoa, his grandson Satvananda’s at 
Deverapar and Padma Ata*s at Habunga. At 
his command Oovinda Ata and Rama Ata had 
established a Satra at Tipama. Subsequently* at 
the command of Kesacharana Ata, other Satras 
were established by Jaya At", D^ndapani 
Satananda Ata* Manajay Ata, Bbabananda Ata, 
Gcdcnl Ata and Damodara Ata. All these 
Satras were established at the command of 
De«a Gopal. 

At Koch Behar there is the satra of Dharma- 
devaMahanta*at Madhupura of Jayarama Mahanta, 
it Paskaltiya of Haridasa Mahanta, at Barapeta 
oi Krishha Misra, at Locha of Arjuna Mahanta, 
at Patabansi of Bhattadeva, at Bhogapura of 
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SsntsdeFSy st UUbEri of Adhfira GosKiiit st 
Khelti of Jayadhara GosSin, at Baranagaiaof JsjfiS' 
psti BhuiyS and at SrivSti of RfipanSrSyapa. 

The following account is taken from Nllt- 
kantha Dssa’s Dsmodara-charita s — 

‘There was a well-to-do Kayastha of the 
name of VeflkarSgiri* He became the govemi'r of 
Phnlgari Bejani at the command of King 
NaranSriyapa. He had both men and money 
and was endowed with all necessary qualities. He 
was a favourite of the king and was wise and 
exceedingly handsome. He performed a Putreshfi 
with the object of getting a male child. As 
a result of this he was blessed with a son of 
the name of Manohara. Manohara became governor 
after the death of Venkaragiri. At first he was a 
9ikta. A man called Bhagavan became a Bhakta 
in the district under his possession. He brought in- 
formation to Damodara that there was interruption 
in the observance of Vaishnava rites as tho perse 
cution of Manohara was intolerable. Damodara 
sent a string of prayer-bead*^ through him. Seeing 
this string the memory of the past flashed into 
Manohara's mind. He went to Damodaradeva 
with BhagavSn. Seeing him Deva Damodara 
smiled and said, ‘The flower Ketaki is bom in the 
midst of thorns ; but when it blooms its fitagranoe 
spreads on all sides.” Hearing these words Mano. 
bara threw himself at the mercy of Dsmodaia. 
Dtmodara gave him instractions regarding Bhakti. 
A dose Mendship was now established between 
him and Bhagavin. After this both of them, aa 
oommanJed by Dimodaradeva established two 
called Tedablii and Phulguri, Then Mano- 
haia took all that the king bad given to him and 
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MtablldMd a big Satra at KapotakhSns. Ho no 
longer lenred as the governor. He devoted his time 
to the work of spreading the doctrine of Bhakti. 

BalarSma Dvija in his Biahma-Vaivarta-PucSpa 
while giving an account of himself towards the 
end of the book says that Parasurama with 
the object of establishing BrShmartas in Brahma- 
kupd^ had brought Brahmapas of seven Gotras 
to a place called Habufiga in Uttarakula. 
Then he built houses for these Brshmapas in 
Brahmakupd> came to Habufig in order 
to take them to that place. But to his great asto* 
nishment he could not find them there. Enraged at 
their conduct, he cursed them all and went to the 
west. The Brihmapas began to live there under 
the curse of the Br&bmapa wafrior. In a later 
nge Deva Gopala, anxious to bring about their 
emancipation, established a Satra at Debera-pira 
and made Hari Bhiiati the Mahanta of it. 

The following account is taken from Padma- 
pinideva’s Ke^avadeva-Charita : — 

Mifradeva was the disciple of Deva Gopila. 
After he had gone up to Vaikuptha Jayaharideya 
begun to spread his religion. In obedience to 
his orders Nirafijanadeva maintained the Satra 
with great care. Who is able to describe nis 
greatness adequately 7 The king Jayadhvaja him- 
self sang his glory. It was through his kindness 
that the people were freed from the customs of the 
Mlechchhas and the doctrine of Bhakti was preach- 
ed throughout the length and breadth of the 
country, 

A devout Brshmana was bom In the Gotra of 
Kteyapa. When the Sin ( Ahom ) king was 
returning after making a conquest he went to the 
king in order to bless him holding or 

thorn in his hand. The kin addressed him as 
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Ksptakift Guru. He came back after pronouncing 
benedictions on the king and came to be k nown 
as Kapfakii Guru. He hadfa son of the name of 
GopUitha. Gopinatha’s son was called Krishpi- 
nanda. The famous Ke^avadeva was the son of this 
Krishpinanda. Krishninanda lost his mother 
when very young. He removed to a place called 
Bsligion. Kesava was brought up by his mater 
nal grand-mother. One day Krishninanda took 
Kesava to Nirafijana Ati during this teacher's stay 
at Auni&ti. The Vaishpava preacher was so much 
struck by the auspicious signs on the person 
of the boy that he held him in his embrace. Within 
a very short time Kesava became an erudite gchohu 
and came to de known as a great Bhakta. 

He became a disciple of Deva Nirafijana. 
Subsequently he lived in the atra at Aunifi^i »nd 
began to preach the doctrine of Bhakti. About 
this time a war broke out between the Muhamma- 
dans and the king of the Ahoms. The Muhamma- 
dans won the victory and the king fled horn the 
battle-field with his officers and lived at a p l a ce 
called Nimarup. About this time Kesava Gosfiin 
established a satra at Lengiri for %ar of the Musal- 
mans. In obedience to the orders of the king 
two heroic officers of his GhoiSkumSra a nd 
Lschhida Phukan stood in battle array on the 
banks of the Lauhitya. The Muhammadans did not 
dare face them. After some days the Muhamma- 
dans left the . country. Thereafter the king 
Jayadhvaja died and his brother Chakradhara b^ 
came king. He established a Satra at Auniifi 
and thereby honoured the Vaishpava preadier 
Ke$avadeva. Though the king haul bestowed a 
large property on Keoava yet the Vaishpava did 
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not enjoy anything himself. He applied the 
whole of the gift to the maintenance of the 
Vaisnavas attached to the satra. Suhsequentiy 
he established another satra in the village of 
Ksnti in the north. 

Afraid of the Muhammadans, Ke(9avadeva 
reipoved to Govindapur and established a satra 
there. In this way he had established satias in 
several places. His mode of preaching the religion 
was so very good that within a short time he came 
to have a large number of followers. Subsequently 
Gadfidhara Siflha ascended the throne of the 
Ahoms. He brought Ke§avadeva to his place 
with great respect axid made two of his sons his 
disciples. Then he sent away the Vaishnava 
teacher with rich presents. Banamalideva went 
up to Vaikuntha. Agreeably to his last wish, 
Keoavadeva came to the satra at Dakshipapifa. 
Thereafter he effected the improvement of the 
satra at AuniSli. 

Deva GopSla's grandson LakshminSrSyana built 
the satra at Gatjamura. After his demise Ke^ava- 
deva made D.eka Balarfima the head of that satra. 

After this, the king Gadadhara got demented. 
He sent bis men to the satras at Dak^ipapCf** 
Aunifi(i, Govindapur and other plac^es and began to 
harass the Bbaktas. As a result of this great 
consternation prevailed. The prince Rudrasiliha 
secretly sent a messenger to Ke^avadeva and 
thus saved his life. But as many as eight of the 
principal Bbaktas were taken to the temple of 
the goddess at Sadifi where th^ were sacrificed. 
After seme days Kesavadeva too came to Sadis. 
A few days after his arrival at this place the water_ 
of the river bq^an to swell unusually as happens 
St the time of the deluge. Elephants, rhinoceroses,- 
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buflbloes and many such nig animals were carried 
away by the current and countless men found a 
watery grave. But the place where Ke§avadeva 
was living was not under water. Every body 
was struck with wonder at this. Gradually the 
matter came to the notice of the king who honour- 
ed him with rich presents. He also sent a 
messenger to Sadia requesting the Vaishrtava to 
come over to his place. The king Rudrasipha 
personally went to the satra at KoSmara and took 
Ke^avadeva to Apabaria. He then took him to 
Bifvanath and installed him as the Ach&rya of 
the Court. Then he went over to a place called 
Bayibali with his Bhaktas. As ordered by the king 
the Bara Phukan made a satra there. In obedience 
to the orders of the King Gandhia .Barua dedi- 
cated this satra. Thereafter Dihifigia Bara 
BaruE made another satra to the west of the 
old one. In persuance of* a royal order Duiri 
Barua dedicated this satra. Ke^ava lived for 
some time in this satra and preached the doctrine 
of Bhakti there. After this some more satras were 
established under the patronage of Sivasiliha, the 
son of Rudrasifiha. 

Besides those mentioned above a number of 
satras were established by the descendants of the 
P»Rt-grand daughter of ^afikaradeva. 

9afikaradeva*s grandson Purushottanu ThEkura 
had a daughter of the name of Lilsvati. Her sons 
ChakrapSni, Gad&pSni and S&rafigapini established 
actias known as ChfimSguri satra, Dighalisatia 
and Ssmantari satra respectively. Dimodaia the 
son of Govindapriyi, the grand daughter of 
9afikara and the daughter of Haricharapa Thikara 
established a satra called BaradohiaroiFsatra. A 
satiE called the Ghilijiri satra' was established at 
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Vishoupur by Vishpupati Tbskura, the son of 
StunitrS Ai who was the dau^^hter of Chatorbhuja 
Thakura, a grandson of Safikaradeva. 

Their descendants are still the heads of these 
satras. The descendants of the great grand daughter 
of Safikara are still Mahantas in the satras at 
Visnnupur, Ujani, Salyaguri, Airbhiti and many 
other places. 

The present head of the satra at Barpeta is 
a descendant of Raya Barns, the son of the 
paternal uncle of Safikaradeva. A descendant of 
BanagaySgiri, the younger brother Safikara is now 
the head of the satra at Pstabausi. The descendants 
of Rsmacharapa Thakura, a scion of Sarasvati 
Bhuiya's family, established Satrao st Sundaradis, 
Bsmuna, GuSgschha, Kaddaiguri, Bamsgsta, ( in 
Tejpur district), Debechharia, Dalagoma, Jsma- 
Is, Dipals and many other places. Rsma- 
charapa had three sons, the oldest of them being 
Daityiri Tbskura,the author of Safikara’s biography. 
He founded a Satra in the village of Bsmuni. 
The second son TripurSri Thakura founded the 
Satra called Guagachbs. The. third son's 
was Narahari Thakura. He was the 
founder of the Satra of Malacha on the right 
bank of the Brahmaputra and situated in the 
district of Goalpara. Ramacharapa Thakura had 
established Vikrama Thakura the son ofTripuiSri 
in his own Satra at Sundaradia. Again TripurSri 
Vikrama Th^ura's second son Bhogadatta 
the bead of the Satra of GuigichS. 

We also learn that Manohara Deva bad in 
the year 1590 of the Saka Era brought Jajrahari 
and Mfidhava Datta from the village of Obengft 
in Bafisi PargaoS and bad eatabliabed them in 
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the Satra of KfipalS. Jayahari'i descendants still 
hold the office of the Mahante of this Satra. 
MSdhava Datta subsequently becanae the Mibanta 
of nine satras. His descendants still bold this 
office. 

In later days a number of satras were 
established in yarious places in Assam in conse* 
quence of the conflict between the two Vaishnaya 
sects ; the MahSpurushiya and the Osmodariya or 
BSmuniya. At present there are more than four 
hundred Satras in Assam, those in Upper Assam in 
number predominating. In these satras the number 
of the MahSpurushiyas is greater. In the whole 
of Assam the percentage of the members of this 
sect is 63. When one yisits the most important 
of these satras one is naturally reminded of the 
iftramas of ancient days or the Buddhistic 
SafighSrSmas of the Middle Ages,* 


• "A aattra is a religious College which is in seme 
respects not unlike a mediaeval monastery.” 

Vide Allen’s Assam District Gazetteers. VoL VII, Sibsagar 

P.>7. 

Chapter V 

Tht DBondaria sect 

During the long life of ^shhara men of all 
castes, from high class Brahmapas down to 
Chap^las were initiated into bis religion. All 
the Bbaktas regarded him as the incarnation of The ^lit in 
God. During his life time there was no sdiism 
among bis disciples. But signs of differences Damodaria 
sprang up on the occasion of his monthly 9tlddba ***** 

ceremony. Midhaya declared to the followers 
and Bbaktas of the great reformer that the 
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monthly 9tSdh of thhir Gura should be performed 
hi a befitting manner and directed them to issue 
invitations on a wide scale. In response to his 
invitation a large number of men, BrShmapas, 
K^astbas and others attended the ceremony, only 
DSmodaradeva being conspicuous by his absence. 
On the occasion of his Guru's 9fiiddha he had sent 
a boat'ful of the necessary articles. Midhavadeva 
Sent a man to Dfimodara to know the reason why 
he bad not attended the ceremony. Dftmodara 
sent word t > the effect that as 9sfikaradeva had 
conferred upon MSdhava religious headship in 
supermsslon of his superior claims he could not 
respond to the invitation in question. 

Rammanda Thtkura was beside himself with 
anger to hear this reply. He could not bear that 
the Brihmapa Dsmodara would make any dio* 
tinction between the departed reformer and 
Madhava. So be threw away all the things sent 
by him into the river. From this time began the 
quarrel between these two great Vaishnava 
teachers. 

DaityBri Thskura gives the following account 
of a conversation between them : — 

Mfidbava t — Well. DBmodara, why do you give 
belter to a man whom I drive away t 

Dimodara ]I>o 1 ever forsake any one f 
None is a stranger to me f 

Modhava t — You are the Achiryya of a Satra. 
Will it not reflect discredit on you if you do not 
t^k^ steps for the eradication of heresy. 

Dgmodara t — Every body is answerable for his 
teult. 1 need not trouble my head about it. 

Midhava »-<-9afikara Deva made you a guar> 
dian of religion. Is »s your dutv to correct others. 
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Itemodara Safikara Deva did not tnist 
mecy sach duty to me. 

Mikihava Deva then made a referenco to the 
story uf king Satadhanu* Dacnodara explained 
it away as an anecdote in the Purana. Then the 
former quoted an extract from Sj idhara-Svamin^s 
commentary. Damodara said that ha could not 
accept the commentary as authoritative, the only 
tx>ok for which he had any respect being the 
BLagavata. Then Madhava quoted Slckas from 
the hoc k Rati akara, a work of S. hkara Deva« 
Damodara, however, was bent upon not to be 
convinced. He said that be would not pay any 
heed to such things even if they were spcken by 
God hinriself. Hearing him say so Madhava stood 
stock-still. He forced Dancdara to take his food 
there and then sent him away with kind words. 
From that day he got highly dissatisfied with 
Damodara. ^ 
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Cbaturbhuja ThAkura, me grandson of 9<iftkara 
Dava, was alarmed at the boundless tnfloenca of 
Msdbava Dava and grew hostile towards him. 
It is written in Vidyananda Ojha's 'TbSkora AtS 
Charita* that he said to the Bhaktas that those 
who were the disciples of 9^hkara Dsva should, 
on no account, regard Madhava as their Gum. 
He is also said to have given them to understand 
that he would have no connection with those men 
who would not obey his mandate. What with, 
the enmity of Damodara and what with the hoa* 
tile attitude of this young man the task before 
Madhava proved a very bard one. But nothing 
daunted, he went on preaching the doctrine of 
Bhakti upto the last moment of his godly life. 
As a matter of fact bis Brahmacharyya, liberality, 
erudition and the charm created by his songs 
overflowing with devotion enabled him to over- 
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(Sankara-C laiita b/ D Jtys j TnS tu ra) 



THE DAMODARIA SECT I39 

Hconc all oppositions. None could puli him down 
from the Iq ty status given unto him by his Guru. 

In f»ct bi%, achievements were greater than those 
•of 9aftkara Deva in as much as he had been able 
to spread the doctrine of Bhakti throughout 
the leng n and breadth of the land of Assam. 

But soon after the death of Sahkara the 

Brahmana Vaishnavas of Assam grew very in- 

floentiaj. The king Lakshminariiyana, son of 

Naraoitfayana, was initiated into Vaishnavism 

by Cvnodat The Ahora kings of Sankara's time Ascendancy 
^ ofBrahmana 

wereK not favourably disposed towards the Vaisnavas. 

Veiihnavas, but their descendants were initiated to 

into this religion by- Gopaladeva and other Second Chai 
Brihmana disciples of Da nodara. The Brahmanas 
thus became Gurus of the kings ruling the country 
firom the eastern border of Assam to the further 
end of Koch-Behar and as such their power 
became very great. Though Damodara and 
Oopaladeva were staunch followers of Sankara 
and looked upon him as an incarnation of God, 
jef his Briihmana followers were not disposed 
to show him so much honour and respect. 

Though all theVaishnava sects of Assam regarded 
'Safikara, Midhava and Diimodara as equal — 
nay, as the manifestation of the same personality 
in three distinct forms — yet Damodara's followers Santa Cha- 
bave given him the highest place among the ^rishna**^ 
Vaisbnava teachers of Assam. One of them, eharyya 
KrishnScharyya, the author of Santa-Charitra, has 
gone so far as to maintain in this work that 
Danodara was one of the 64 disciples oi Sri 
Chaitanya ^ and that he was the incarnation of 

»• asE f-rtj t «»rt tsuEi I 

ortn -sv ^ se iriotm i” 
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Pvspadanta in the face of the unai imous testi^ 
mony of RSmacharana fi'-akuraaDaityari Tbakura* 
KSntha Bbusha^a and other contempor ry writers 
to the effect that he was one of the principal 
disciples of Saiikara Deva which is amply corro^ 
berated hy the writings of Nllakantha Dasa and 
other biographers of Danodara. In Santa— 
Charitra we find the following account s — 

King Mal'adeva's agent, Sankara, was l^he son 
of Kusiima and the grandson of Chandlvara. .Ing 
disgusted with the king's service Saflkata sent 
his brother RamaRaya to the king and hnnself 
went to Mount Manikuti, leaving his wife and 
son behind. There he heard a recital of the 
Sbagavata from RatnaPatbaka and enquired of 
him as to whence did he learn the SaslTa» 
Thereupon the Brahmin Ratncsvhara told him 
slowly and gently, ‘‘Listen Sankara j I heard of 
this Sastra from the great Chaitanya who taught 
me the Bhagavata in a cava situated the 

Varaha Kunda. He is now observing a vow of 
silence in a matha in the city of Orissa." * Hear- 

i” 

(Santa-Charitra by Krishnacharyya) 

• Slokas 93-96 of Krishnacharyya’a Santa-Charitra say that 
Chaitanyadeva went to Debar after revealing himself as a. 
four-handed being to the Badshah. On his arrival there 
he was worshipped by all the learned men there. There- 
upon be went to Kamarupa and lived for some time in a cave 
situated on .the Varaha-kunda in Mount Manikuta. Here 
he gave Barsn a-mantra to Ratna Patbaka and taught 
him the Bhagavata. Thereupon be distributed the •«»*■"»«> to- 
R a nth a h hus h a na, Kanthabara. Kandali, Katevindra 
Kaviihekhara in the village of MagurL Thus at the great 
festival ctf his going to Manikuta he spread the doctrine of 
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4ng these words Saiikara was beside hiinaslf with 
joy at lha thought of seeing Chaitanya, and after 
visiting ma iy sacred places with Ra-na'S na 
Guru entered at last the city of Orissa. After 
't)owing before the God Jagannatha they proceeded 
to Chairanya's mxtha. There they met Brahma 
Haridasa at the gate, bowed before him and asked 
him how could they have an interview with 
'Cbaitanya. Thereupon Haridusa said, — ^'•'Listen 
you, the son of Kusumi (Saiika’ci), I am telling 
you the means of seeing Chai ahya. Spend some 
Aioney and hold a Klrtana of Lord Harl. None 
emu have a view oof Kim except through 
Klrtana.*’ Thereupon Sa&kara spent a portion 
of bis money on Kirtana. Now at the time 
when Ktrtana was going on, Chaitanya, unper- 
ceived by others, came dancing into the cava of 
the m^/ha. ® Thereupon coming to know of their 

KiaTAN. Afterwards bo came to Orissa and took to a^"VOW 

of silence. 

It is superfluous to mention that all these are nothing 
4 >ut imagination by the fanatical brain of the modern poets. 
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iatentfon from Brahma HaridSsa CbaitanyadevaL 
Cold them through Haridasa* — **You should he&r 
the Bhagavata from Kaathabhi^a^a and recite 
the padas. You should popularise the seveik 
hnodred Slokas composed by Gajapat-iraja. I tell 
you of this that ptide and love of God cannot 
dwell side by side* You have received a fftantra 
of four words. §tick to it and recite it always. 
Bstnodaradeva the grandson of j^atanands,. 
the spiritual gaide ofKusumr. You should im>^ 
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part to him the mantra. He is a follower 6f 
Lord Krishna ; the Par anas bear testimony 
to this. This book 'Sarana Pi.ta1a' is composed 
of thirtytwo s'okas and it contains a description 
of the face of Lord Rama. You should hand 
OTcr this book to him and learn therefrom the 
deep secrets of Sastra.'** So saying he passed, 
over the *'Nanama’a’* to him. Being beside 
themselves with joy, Rama and Sankara circled 
round the matha twice and afterwards falling on 
their limbs worshipped the Lord. (After leaTini^ 
Oiiss?) they took a bath in the Ganges and 
entered Kamarupa, where they told everything 
to the king with joyful heart. Afterwards they 
settled in the village of PstabSusi, brought 
Kanthabbushana there and began to hear the 
Bbsgavata from him. Then they brought up 
BSmodaradeva there and banded over the 
**9arana-PotaIa*’ to him. DSmodara looked at 
the book and hewed to Cbaitaoya again and 
again. Damodara turned, as it were, a second 
Chaitanya and converted many people after- 
Wards as his followers. * 
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The above account given by KrisbnScbsrya 
is not to be found in the works of ancient 
biographers. Damodara Deva himself had no* 
where preached the doctrine of §ri Chait:mya. 

It has already been said that when S ftkara 
Deva came to Navadwipa in the course of his 
pilgrimage, Chaitanya Deva was a mere boy. 
At that time he was not a Sannyasi. Hence fill 
of the ancient biographers say that Sankara DcVa 
■aw Sri Chaitanya but had no conversation with 
him. Hence it is proved that the account given 
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by Krishnacharya is fabricated and deservas to 
be rejected. It has been said before that the 
Brahmana Vaishnavas had established their 
Influence in Assam and Koch-Behar after the 
death of Sankara £>cva. Though there was 
disagreement between Ma lhava and Da nodara 
yet the latter had never raised his voice against 
the teaching of Sankira. According to Nllakantha 
Dasa, Da -nodara was born in 1410 Saka year and 
passed away in i 504 on the ist day of the moon 
in the bright half of the month of V lisakha, 
Madhava D:;va passed away 14 years after this 
-ie. in 1518 Saka year. These fourteen years 
witnessed hostilities between the followers of the 
two Vaishnava teachers. Da nodara was 
succeeded by his chief disciple, Bhatta Deva. 
He was the first man to proclaim Damodara Deva 
as a separate incarnation. Though there was no 
direct connection between ?ii Chaitanya and 
4 ^ufi.kara Deva yet he spread a report that the 
former had come to Ka narupa Man'kuta and had 
there infused his energy into Damodara's person. 
As a matter of fi^ct all the biographers of 
Damodara have held that be was a disciple oe* 
Safikara. Nllakantha Dasa says that his father 
^atSnanda bad come to Safikara with his son 
with the object of studying the BhSgavata. Sse* 
ing each other Sankara and Damodara were in 
an ecstasy of joy and their hearts melted away 
on account of the excess of Prema» Both of 
them shed tears of Pretna^ Then Damodara 

expressed a desire that be too would study the 
Bhagavata. The father relished the idea and 
left his son with Snkara. ° 
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Later biographers, however, say that Damodara 
had got the book “Namamalika*' from §rl- 
Chaitanya. But none of them assert that he was 
one of his 64 disciples and that the great Bengal 
reformer had infused his energy into him. It has 
already been said that Sri Chaitanya had not 
become a sanny^i at the time of Sankara’s 
pilgrimage to Navadvipa and Puri. Under theso 
circumstances it cannot be said that the Bengal 
reformer exercised any influence over the religion 
of ^ailkara or that it was in accordance with- 
his directions that £>amodaradeva preached 
Vaishnavism in Assam. Damodaradeva was 
highly learned in the doctrine of Bhakti. He was 
not a bit inferior to Safikaradeva or Madhavadeva. 
in point of intelligence, knowledge and scholar- 
ship. His disciple, Bhattadeva, has recorded in 
his books the doctrine of Bhakti and the religion 
of the Bhagavata as taught by him. The 
Vaishnavas of Assam following his religion are 
known as the Damodariya or Bamuniya sect. A 
book called Ghosharatna gives the following, 
account of the early Acharyas of this sect : — 


’hFh 1 
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Gurudeva Damodara ’ooked like the golden ^******111® 
Meru. In the east Vahsideva is his Sevaka or Damoda- 
follower. In the south Santadeva serves him andAc^ar- 
always. In the west Baladeva is ever faithful to yy*®- 
him. In the north there is Bhagavsn who 
resembles Mount Suparsva. On this side Srimanta 
Paramananda is cutting asunder the bondage 
of birth. ® 


The Bamuni'Sect. 

Harideva— 

Harideva was one of the principal disciples of a promi- 

Safikara like Damodara. He was vastly learned. " 

His father’s name was Ajanabha. He belongsd hko 

. » .... Damodara, 

to the gotta of Kasyapa. According to tradition entrusted 

he was bom at Narayanapur near Patabausi in of^ro 

the year 1415 $aka Era ( i e. 1491 a.d. ) on the 5th pagatin^ 

day of the moon in the dark half of the month of 

Bhadra. During Sarlkar ’s stay at Patabausi he kingdom. 

used to come to him to hear the recitation of the 

Bhagavata and his exposition of religious matters. 

In epurse of time he became a staunch Bhakta of 

$a&l jpni. In a very short time he was able 

to meditate upon Hari as Nirguna Brahma. He 

used to enjoy Brahmsnanda when engaged in 

Sankirtana. Sahkara wa s charmed to see his 

uncommon intelligence and profound learning and 

6. "cir^ ?iCTiini t xip I 

kfVi'* I or? 1 

1 *nfl I 

XE I ^ ^ 1” 

(GhosUa-ratna) 



148 THE SOCI L HISTORY OF KAMARUPA 

^ve him the charge of propagating Vaishnavism 
in the Ahom kingdom. A large number of the 
people of Assam gave up Kadick^ra and accepted 
Sadich^ra and Saddharma from him. When this 
news reached the ears of the Ahom king, he sent 
his men to bring Harideva to him in chains. In 
order to escape persecution, the Vaishnava 
teacher had to without food for 12 days. He, 
however, managed to cross the Brahmaputra in a 
raft made of plantain trees and came to Kamarupa. 
Here he saw HayagrivaMadhava at Manikuta 
and then partook of the leavings of the God. Here 
he cobverted a large number of the people. About 
this time Bhaglratha, the son of Narayana Bhuiya, 
was appointed the Gamtha or Viceroy of Kama- 
Harideva rfipa by Visva Sihha. He was returning home 
when he saw Harideva on the way. The bright 
appearance of the Vaishnava teacher and his 
impressive religious instruction produced great 
influence on his mind and he was initiated into 
Vaishnavism by him. He rendered valuable help to 
Harideva in the work of preaching Vaishnavism in 
Kamariipa. Harideva passed a very long tim in 
wandering over many parts of the land wiiK the 
object of propagating his religion and at last settled 
in the village of Bahari near Barape^. Here ho 
established 9. Sat r a. Sankaradeva and Madhava-* 
deva attended this ceremony with their Bhaktas 
and played religious dramas for seven days. 
Th is Satra got ihe name of MSneri Satra as it 
brought »«a«a or honour to Harideva. This 
was tHe first and the greatest Satra of Hari.- 
deva. After this a large number of Satraswete 
established by him and his disciples at Mahan, 
Kaihatikulla, Bila NapatiparS, KhSnapSta, Beja- 
kuchis and other places. He used to practise 
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Yoga and was Jcnown as a Siddba Purusha. 
^fore his death he confened the headship of 
the Sat' a and Dhannamala on his learned 
daughter Bhuvanesvarl. It was from this time 
that women began to exercise their influence 
in Assam in the domain of religion. Aitcr his 
death his disciples, like those of Dimodara, 
strained every nerve to establish the influence 
of the Brahmanas in the countiy. This sect 
came to be called the Bamunia sect. Though 
at first there were some distinctions between 
this sect and the Diimodarij’a sect, yet latterly 
both were united together. 

Moayamaria or Moamaria Sect. 

Another sect called Moamaria or Mataka grew 
very influential among the lower classes of Upper 
Assam. Aniruddha Bhuiya was the founder of 
this sect. He was a scion of the Adi Bhuiya 
fiunily of Upper Assam. His fathei^s name was 
Ponda Bhuiya. When quite young, he took the 
Sat ana mantra from Sankaradeva. Having 
studied books on the doctrine of Bhakti w'ith 
Sankaradeva, he conceived the idea of setting 
himself up as a great man. At first he stole a 
book called Kalpataru which was in the custody 
of Sankara. His followers hold that this book 
was given by the sun-god and that it de<ds with 
mysterious things. It is written in Adicharitra, 

a book of this sect ; So great is the virtue of 

this book that its possessor has nothing to fear 
from either fire or water and that whenever a 
^ngle Bija-manlra of it is uttered, the fathomless 
deep becomes easilv fordable. Safikaradeva had 
tried his best to gee back this book. But 
Aniruddha would not be prevailed upon to part 
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with it by any means. He told a world of lies 
in order to keep this book to l^mself and at last 
went away from the place. ^afLkara was 
grieved at his conduct and sent a man to bring 
him to his place. But Aniruddha could by no 
means be persuaded to come back. Then the 
great Vaishnava-gum assembled his Bhaktas 
and referring to the unseemly conduct of 
Aniruddha said, — 

“Aniruddha has left me in order to avoid 
returning to me .the book Kalpataru written upon 
copper -plates. Hence he who will mix with him 
shall be expelled from the community. He shall 
never have my grace. 1 tell it for certain that who- 
ever will follow his behest, whoever will hear the 
doctrine of Bhakti from him, whoever will take 
the mantra from him, shall not be regarded by me 
as a friend etc. He has left us having stolen a holy 
book, and he should be called 'Mataka* by all. All 
connexions of our families with that of Aniruddha 
should be cut off.'' ’’ 

7 . \ 
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Adi-chaitira by Qadananda. 
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Safikara's words could never fall upon deaf ears. 
•All the Vaishnavas of the Mahapurushiya sect 
ceased to have any connection with Aniruddha. 

Aniruddha at first converted a number of 
Kaivartas who were struck with wonder witness- 
ing his wonderful deeds. With their help he 
soon came to Rampur and told his friends and 
relatives of the success achieved by him. Here 
some men who were hostile to Sankara sided with 
him. One night he stealthily left this place with 
his ba^s and baggages and accompanied by his 
own folk, started for Saumara Cupper As^am). He 
went to a place called Holangaguri between thtf 
rivers Brahmaputra -and T®ngapani and built a 
very big Satra there. He could perform wonder- 
ful deeds through the possession of the book, 
Kalpataru. So the people in the neighbourhood 
thought him to be endowed with divine power 
j‘nd became his Bhaktas. 

The Ahom king heard of all this and came to 
is house, to test his power. He placed a jar 
efore him and asked him to say what it con- 
tained, giving him to understand that in the event 
of his giving a wrong answer a terrible punish- 
nent would be inflicted upon him. Aniruddha 
uttered the Bxjamantra and said that it contained 
^deadly snake called Fettgotna. Strangely enough, 
when the king’s men took away the lid of the jar, 
a snake of the above name was found in it. At 
the sight of this snake everybody got terrified. 
The king himself was seized with panic and fell 
into a swoon. Aniruddha took away the snake 
from the jar and put it to death. From that day 
the Ahom king and his subjects came to have 
the highest regard for him. That Satra got the 
mame of Mayamara as Aniruddha Lad killed the 
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Maya snaice before the king. Soon after this, 
Aniruddha became a very influential man with 
a large following and vast wealth. The Hadis, the 
Domas and other lowclass men livmg in Sibsagar 
and Lakhimpur have all along been recognising 
him and his descendants as their Guru. His 
descendants were separated from the Satn^ja of 
their ancestors and came to be known as Kolita.. 
They are still known by that name and have 
nuptial relaiionship with the Kolita families. 

This conmunity grew very powerful in Eastern 
Assam. The later Ahom kings made an attempt 
to crush them and the result of this was a friction 
between the two parties. At last the Matakas 
got highly exasperated and took up arms against 
the Ahom king in 1776 A. d. At that time the 
Ahoms were being initiated into the newly intro- 
duced Sakta religion. So they attempted to convert 
their opponents into their own religion. But sPl 
their attempts ended in smoke. The rebe^ 
defeated the army of the Ahom king again an^'^' 
again and forced him to flee for his life to Gauhati 
In the history of Assam there is mention m de che 
three such rebellions of the Moamariyas. The laT P 
of these rebellions took place in the year 1787. The 
Ahom king in his distress sought the help of the- 
East India Company. Lord Cornwallis, the then 
Governor General of India, sent an army for his- 
assistance under the command of Captain Welsh. 
It is with the help of this army that the Ahom'^ 
Icing Gaurlnath was able to defeat the rebels and. 
to restore his own kingdom. 
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A Brief History of die Gaoripar Raj. 

The RAng3tDS#i Barufts who now enjoy 
a respected position among the landed 
magnates in the province of Assam and were 
once held in high esteem in the courts oi 
Bengal » MithilA, and Kamarapa, can boast 
ot an historical and ancient lineage# From 
the genealogical and family history derived 
from ancient chronicles, inscriptions and early 
records not only of Assam but also of 
Bengal and Mithila, the rise of the Baruas 
of RAngAmSti can be traced as far backjas the 
8th Century A.D. 

The founder of the family was Maakha 
Oasa. Both his son, 2'afikapani, and his 
grandson Chakrapani Dasa were known to the 
Tibetan Buddhistic scholars as the **Jy^stha* 
Kayastha I'ankapani*' and **Chakddasa’' respec* 
tively. They had a wide reputation for learning 
and adorned the court of Dharmap3lla— the 
king of Gauejet. The Tibetan work entitled 
the **Tdanjur” makes mention ot many 
Buddhistic works composed by both the father 
and the son.^ In the '.^di I^hakur’’ or the 
genealogical ballads of Kasi Dssa, it is stated 
that the venerable Kayastha Mnakha Dftsa 

1. Vide Cordier’s Catalogoe du fonds Tibeten de la 
Bibliotheqxie Rationale, p. 67 and flwhf OTRl 

(ed. by M. M. Haraprasad Sastri), index. 
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was an inhabitant of Rd/fha country and 
that the family of which he was a representa- 
tive was widely known. His favourite son 
Tankapnoi was compelled, on account of 
the intrigues of the Brshmaxas, to leave his 
paternal home and came to Ps^aliputra, the 
capital of Gau^a. Dharmapsla, the king 
of Gau(}a, welcomed him to bis court and 
employed him as his Chief Secretary. He 
rose to be a great favourite of the king. 
In his old age he renounced the world and 
embraced asceticism. Thenceforth he was 
called Mahftsiddhacharya. He was the author 
of several commentaries on the Tantras and 
of some original Tantric works in Sanskrit. 
After him, according to the same Tibetan 
authority, viz. the Tdanjur, his son Chakra- 
pani succeeded to his father’s post at the 
Court of Dharmapala and also rose to be 
a great favourite of the king. Indeed, it is a 
noteworthy point that this illustrious family 
was a recipient of royal patronage for several 
generations. Chakrapani Dssa had also the 
reputation of a great poet. His two sons, 
dara Dftsa and Dhira Dgsa also enjoyed 
the sunshine of royal patronage. They left 
Pataliputra for the Varendra country in North 
Bengal. RBjyadhara, the great grandson 
of Sara Dasa, settled in Kuvacha or Koch 
Bebar. His son, Arya .Sridbara, known as 
Lakshmfk^ra. accepted service under the 
king of Kamarapa and on defeating an 
army of the Karnafas was rewarded with 
the feudatory Government of Koch Behar. 
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The son ofjrja Lakshmfkara was iSolapani, 
aliat Vaiwi Dasa, who again had two sons 
named PinSkapani and Chakradhara, alias 
Siiryadhara respectively. Soryadhara is said 
to have even defied Yaduvira.* Who the 
latter was is not known to us from the 
family genealogies of the country. He was 
probably identical with Jatavarma of the 
Yadava family— father of Samalavarma or 
Harivarma.* 

2Vi«kapani, the son of Pinakapani, was 
a great warrior. He acquired great fame by 
helping the king of Gau(}a in war for which 
reason the Minister of the latter conferred 
the hands of his daughter on the powerful 

2. •ymtw 5r«sf vtv, ^ srfu ^T*tTf5| i 
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Dhakur or the genealogical ballads, by East Dasa. 

3. Vide Ba/iger Jatiym Itihosa, Bajanya K^nda or the 
Royal Dynasties of Benga]^ P 2^0 8^ 
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ally of his madter. Kari Dssa says that this 
ttnion inaagnrated for the first time inters 
marriage between the Deva and Dasa familks 
and was the first bond of nnion between the 
KSyastha communities of the North and the 
Sonth. Prom the account of Ea<i Dftsa* it 
appears that the Minister of the Gau4a lung 
belonged to;a Ksyastha family derignated as 
the Dera. 

Prom the Belabo inscription of Bhqja* 
rarman, we learn that his grandfether. 
Jatavarman of the Yadava dynasty, had 
invided KBmarapa. 

RSmacharita by Sandhyftkara snppliea 
us with useful information that Vigraha- 
p9la in, after haring defeated Karsadera* 
the king of Chedi, married his danghter. 


4- frs am, mr. rua w W iw sis i 

fsw saisfa, alwri ssSa ^Tts I 

tstpCTs on* ^ ssfiiat aiss r 

Dhakur or doneologieal Ballsda^ bj Km Don. 

Also oompsre with the plmtee of Tsidjs Derm — 


eHafrdU: I 

( KMimmli eopper-pletes of Taidjsdera^ 3rd Slok» ) 
Vide mleo Bojal Dynssties of Bengal, p. 225-827. 

5. i 

( Betabo ooppaiplatM of Bkoja Yaroian, Slofca 8) 
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Yanvanani.* The minister of Vigrahapila 
in was Yogadeva.*^ It is very likely that 
when the festivities on acconnt of the king’s 
wedding with the Princess of Chedi were 
going on, the king might have exerted his 
personal influence with his minister to bring 
about the marriage of tbe daughter of 
Yogadeva with ^kakapgni, the feudatory chief 
of Koch Behar, who had earned his gratitude 
by his timely assistance in the war. At this 
marriage were assembled in due social form, 
befitting the occasion, the chief Kiyasthas 
of the South and the North Bengal.* In 
the Social History of the Kayasthas of Bengal 
it must have been a memorable day, 

Ratnapani, the son of Prince 2b«kapgni, 
lost Koch Behar at the hands of the Mlech- 
chhas. In the copper-plate inscriptions found 
in various places in Khmaropa occur the 
names of Sklastambha, Vigrahastambha and 
others as Mlechchha kings who are said to have 
descended from Bhagadatta. The Mlechchhas 
are now known as Mech. Prom this stock has 
sprung the present Raj family of Koch Behar. 

( Bamadiarita, lit ohap. 8 and 9 rtaneaa ) 

7. Oontnlt 4th foot*note stated 
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Narasiwha D3.sa, the son of Prince Batnapd.ni 
bears the title of Thdkur in the genealogical 
records of the V^rendra Kajasthas. In the 
published edition of the work called “Varendra 
Dhakur” by Jadunandana, he is styled as 
the ruler of the Kuvachas or Kochas.* The 
title Thakur which Narasinha Dasa held was 
in accordance with the usual practice among 
the descendants of the feudatory princes to 
style themselves as Thakurs. 

After having lost his principality Thakur 
Kara Dasa must have most probably left 
Koch Behar and lived In the North Bengal 
with his maternal grandfather*® the fame of 
whose valour and high position resounded 
throughout the country and on whose death 
the succession to his vast property devolved 
on Thakur Nara Dasa, 

The Pala king Ramapala had taken no 
small pains to make Mahasthftna the foremost 
sacred place in Bengal. Here came Narasiyha 
Dasa and spent a few days. On the upper 
portion of the framework of the gate of the 
fort erected by Shah Sultan is inscribed the 
name “iSri Narasiwha”* * which common people 
take it to be Rtja Narasinha and this is most 
probably due to the fact that Narasinha Dasa 
was 'the son of a Raja who had lost his 
kingdom. 

9. ^ «rty. i* 

10 yt? yy, ^yft yf^ cytyai •’ 

(Dh'ikat, by .Jadaiiandina/ publi»h«d by Kriihaa* 
oharaa Masomdar, Saka 1312) 

11. Hislory of Botfra. parC II, p, 71. 
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As the old Nara O^sa Th3.kiir took the 
side of the Psla kings of Bengal, he did 
not acknowledge the suzerainty of Ballsla 
^ena, and so great was his loyalty to the 
losing side that of his three sons, Batuddsa, 
Pa^udasa, and Bhuvana, he disinherited the 
first for having joined Raja Ballala Sena. But 
though disavowed by his father the Sena King 
conferred on Bafudasa the Viceroyalty of 
Eastern Bengal.** Srldhara, the youngest son 
of Batudasa acquired fame by compiling an 
anthology entitled “Saktikarnamrlta" which 
besides giving some of his own excellent verses 
contained many precious poems of the most 
celebrated Sanskrit poets and of the members 
of the Royal Sena family. 

Devadhara aliat Sridhara Thakur was the 
son of Chakrapaui Saryadhara, the vanquisher 
of the Yadavas. The rise of Samanta Sena 
who belonged to the branch of Karna^a 
Kshatriyas^ the great grandfather of Ballala 
Sena, however belongs to a period earlier than 
that of Sridhara, The Earnata Kshatriyas were 
the most powerful supporters of the emperor 
Kamadeva of the Chedi dynasty. At the time 
when the emperor, having conquered Gauija, ad« 
vanced to spread his power in the country, the 


12. ’HI! nw, trfv artm 
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Bhakor by Kawdaia. 
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Karnata Kshatcijas had been estaolished as 
feudatory chiefs oa the banks of the sacred 
Ganges in 'R&dha or West Bengal. After the 
emperor had left Bengal, they began to usurp 
the power of the Pala and Varma kings. With 
a view to open a prosperous career for himself 
Saryadhara was determined to sail in the same 
boat with the rebellious Earnata Kshatriyas. 
He Jprobably took part in their wars with the 
Yadava kings, and be it said to his courage 
that he did not quail before the great power 
of the latter. His favourite son Sridhara 
Thakur had noticed from his boyhood the 
rising power of the Karnata Kshatriyas and 
he too like his father stood from his youth 
in the forefront of their victorious banner. 
Gradually Vijaya Sena the grandson of 
Samanta Sena spread his authority over the 
whole of Radha country ousting that of th; 
Pala and \^arma kings. About this time 
his kinsman Karnataka Nanyadeva trying to 
found an independent principality was defeated 
and taken prisoner by Vijaya Sena who, on 
his acknowledging his allegiance gave him an 
army with the help of which he occupied 
the territory of Mithila.** He was accom- 
panied to his new kingdom by the brave 
warrior Sridhara Thakura. i t In the history 
of Mithila Nanyadeva figures as the founder 
of the Karnataka house and Sridhara Thakur 

13. Vide ftewre or the Boyal Dynaetiei of Bengal, 
P. 304. 
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as his chief minister.* • The statement of the 
local chroniclers that Lakshmikara, the great 
grandfather of Sridhara had come from 
Karniita and settled in the village Balain 
in Mithila cannot be accepted as true. It 
conflicts with the sense of the inscription 
incised at the foot of the image of Yishnu 
set up by Sridhara at Andhr-i^hnri^ a village 
3 miles from Jhanjharpur Station. It runs thus 
''the image is installed in the reign of the 
victorious Nanyadeva by Sridhara the Sridhara 
effulgent sun among the lotiis-like Kshatriyas the^ebraf 
of Bengal/*** The fact that Sridhara the Minister of 
chief minister of Mithila was a Bengalee 
belonging to the caste of Kayastha Kshatriya 
is thus indisputably established from a con- 
temporary inscription. The village from 
whence the inscription has been discovered is 
still inhabited by the descendants of Sridhara. 

It was probably because he came to Mithila 
with Nanyadeva of the Kar/iata Kshatriya 
line and as the people of this province became 
acquainted from the frequent mention at the 
funeral oblations and other religious ceremonies 
with the names of three generations in the 
upward line from him ; that the chroniclers of 
Mithila connected his great-grand- father with 
Kar/iata. It appears that Nanyadeva and 
his successor did not enjoy an uninterrupted 

15. Vide Mithila Darpan, Part I. p. 181. 

16. The Andhra-tharhi Inscription of Sridhara runs— 

^ n 
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possession of their newly acquired kingdom. 
The Palas of Magadha were making strenuous 
efforts to recover their lost province. It was 
then that Ballala Sena the son of Vijaya 
Sena marched at the head of an army to the 
help of his kinsmen in Mithila. According 
to the tradition current in Bengal two cir- 
cumstances of great importance took place 
during the expedition viz, the rumour of his 
death which was spread in the country and 
the birth of his son Lakshmana Sena in 
Vikramapur. It is obvious that Lakshmana 
Era was inaugurated in Mithila to com- 
memorate the second event. 

It was not only in the reign of Nanyadeva 
but also that of bis successor and during the 
long ministry of Sridhara that many Kayastha 
from Bengal, either on official business or 
induced by the ties of relationship settled in 
Mithila. In the local chronicles they are said 
to have come from Karnata*^ and occupied 
like the descendants of Sridhara a very high 
position in the Kayastha Community of that 
country. Bodhi Rao or Bodhi Dasa, the son 
of Sridhara, acquired the fame of being the 
greatest poet in Mithila at his time.** His 
son Ananda-kara was the chief minister to 
the king and one of the best politicians of bis 
time. Siirya-kara Thakur, his son, is known to 
all the students of the social history of Mithila. 
He was* the chief minister of Raja Hari- 

17. This Karnata was no othar than the Kamata 
Settlement in the Rarha on the bank of the sacred Ganges. 

18. Vide Mithila Darpana, pt I, p. 182. 
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sinhadeva. It was he who through his great 
influence introduced the "usto n among the 
Brahmanas and Kayasthas of preserving their 
family genealogy. It i? stated in the family 
records of the Brahmanas of Mithila that in 
the 32nd year of the reign of Raja Hari- 
sinhadeva ». e., in 124.6 S. E. (1324 A. D.)»» 
the custom of recording the genealogical 
accounts and measures to preserve them in 
the family, was instituted. The task of keeping 
the records of the Brahmana families and those 
of the Kayasthas was entrusted to scholarly 
Brahma/jas and Kayasthas respectively. Their 
descendants are still faithfully discharging 
their duties. In Mithila they are honoured as 
Panjiar. 

In the family history which was composed 
In the reign of Raja Harisi/thadeva the line 
of Suryakara Thakur of Balain had the firsi. 
place and was esteemed as the leader of the 
Kayastha community. 

It was because he was a Kayastha holding 
the family surname Dasa the name became a 
distinction and he and all his relatives whe 
owned it became “Kulinas” among the 
Kayastha community of Mithila. Some of 
them obtained the title of “Mallika”. After 
the Dasas come the Devas and after them come 


19. Vide Mithila Daipana, pt. I. p. 184. 
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the Kanfhas and Dattas in point of honour 
amoung Kayj sthas of Mithila.^' It is a 
carious phenomenon that the ocial beirarchy 
with its carefully regulated marks of honour 
apportioned to each family prevails in Mithila 
just as it existed in the time of Surya-kara 
Thakur. 

Pritikara Lakshmidasa, the son of Surya- 
kara, neglected the affairs of the world and 
devoted himself exclusively to the study of 
scriptures and the observance of religious 
ceremonies. liis favourite son, the famous 
Amrita-kara Thakur was tlie chief minister 
of the celebrated Riija Sivasiaha of Mithila 
and was a great patron of pious and learned 
men. Of his two sons, Vijaya-kara and 
Nitya-kara, the grandson of the former 
Krishna-kara Thakur was the minister of 
king Kanaanaraya?ia of Mithilii. Of the two 
sons of Nityakara, Velu and Narahari Dasa, 
the latter was a Sakta of the highest type 
and used off and on to come over toKamakhya. 
At the time when the Mech chief Visvasinha 
flourished Narahari Dasa was passing a 
secluded life in a solitary cottage at Kamakhya 
worshipping the goddess Mahasakti there. 

According to the Brihat Rajavansavali 
of Raja Ilarendranarayana of Koch Behar 
Visvasinha at the time of his accession to the 
throne brought over a few scholarly Brabmanas 
from Mitliila among whom the name of 
Sarvabhauma is famous in the old chronicles 


31 . Mitbila Dtrpsna, Vol. II. p. 27. 
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of Koch Behar. This Sarvabhauma Thakur 

was latterly appointed by the king as the 

royal priest and it is from him that he received 

information about Narahari Dasa. lie was 

told by Sarvabhauma that the ancestors of Karatuiri a» 

Narahari Dasa had been the successive prime 

ministers of the rulers of Mithila and that if Visvasinha. 

he appointed an experienced man of such 

a family as his minister his newly acquired 

territory was very likely to be governed 

efficiently. Thus instructed by Sarvabhauma, 

Yisvasi/iha sent an invitation to Narahari 
Dasa who at first did not agree to accept 
the ministership of the king, but was at last 
prevailed over by the learned Sarvabhauma. 

Narahari came over to Kamarupa leaving 
his family at home. His piritual tendency did 
not abate even after his acceptance of this 
ministership. In order to fasten bis mind to 
worldly affairs Sarvabhauma Thikur brought 
over his family there. But the attempts of this 
learned Brahraana failed. Neither his acceptance 
of the responsible ministerial post nor his close 
contact with his family could produce in him 
any great attachment for the world. 

It was through his advice and effort 
alone that the government of Visvasinha’s 
kingdom was based on religion and justice. 

And it was also according to his advice that 
the king Visvasinha sent his dear sons Malla 
and Sukla to Benares to study Sanskrit. 

Narahari Dasa had two sons, viz, Rama 
Dasa and Fayonidhi. Rama Dasa was employed 
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in the state service of Mithila. Two sons 
were born to Payonidhi after his arrival 
at Kamarupa. Of these two the elder was 
Kavikarjiapnra and the younger Vaninatha 
Kavindra Patra. Some say, Variinatha was 
elder and Kavikamapur his younger son. These 
two brothers got acquainted with many /j'astras 
from their grand-father and Sarvabhauma 

Pandit. Struck by the poetic faculty of 

■ 

these two scholars the society of the learned con- 
ferred upon them the titles of Kavikarna- 
pura and Kavindra respectively. Now Kavi- 
karnapura was a great favourite of 
Narahari whose spirituality produced a deep 
influence upon his mind. From his very 
childhood he always lived by the side 
of his grand-father and noticed carefully the 
daily religious functions performed by him. 
Hence with the growth of his knowledge he 
too became very religious, so much so 
that after the death of his grand-father he 
embraced Sannyasa. 

After the demise of Narahari the learned 
Sarvabhauma Thakur as the priest of Payonidhi 
performed the Sradh ceremony of his father. 
Narahari belonged to the Kasyapa gotra, 
whereas Sarvabhauma was of the Vasistha 
gotra. Now the gotra of the Kshatriyas 
was ascertained by the gotra of their 
priests and as such Payonidhi according to 
the advice of Sarvabhauma accepted the 
Vasishtha ^otra at the time of the Sradh 
ceremony of his father. And from that time 
the descendants of Kavindra Patra the son 
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of Payonidhi, have been known as belonging 
to the Vasistha gotra.** 

Being greatly impressed with his intelligence 
and his proficiency in scriptures, the king 
Visvasinha appointed Payonidhi to the post 
of his Court Pandit and minister. Through 
his influence, the king became a great devotee 
of Siva-Sakti, and exerted himself to the 
spread of the wo ship of Kamakhya DeVl 

At the time of Visvasinha’s death, the two 
sons Malla and /9ukla were absent in Benaras 
with Kavindra. 

Malla or Naranarayana ruled over Koch Karindrs 
Behar from 1554 A. D. to 1587. All along his 
longreign Kavindra Patra acted as his minister. 

From the genealogical history of the Daranga- 
Raj we learn that the prince <Sukladhvaja 
acco mpanied by Kavindra Patra reduced 
to submission, the whole of Kamarupa, Mani- 
pur, Jayanta, Tipperah, Heramba, Hajo and 
Sylhet. His reign is remembered as the golden 
age • in Koch Behar which attained great fame 
in religion, literature, industry and social 
matters. Yisva Sinha tried to enlarge his 
kingdom and so came in conflict with the 
powerful Kayastha Bhuiyas who held sway 
over the surrounding countries. He at last 
succeeded in overthrowing their power. When 
their influence was totally destroyed, Kavindra 
Patra caused fourteen Kayastha families to 
be brought from Mithila, Jessore and other 

22. According to .dnralayuia ^rauta-sutra (i2. 15. 5) 
i. e. the Kahatriya should have a 
gotra pravara of bis priest. 
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places of Bengal to supplant them and thus 
to build anew the power and prestige of the 
Kayasthas in this part of the Country, It 
was about this time that Scinkara Deva, the 
great Ksyastha saint, who is believed to 
be an incarnation of Vishnu was born and 
preached his religion. 

Kavlndra Patra, (like his forefather who 

introducing the custom of keeping genealo- 
gical registers had kept an au hori''ed record of 
the status of the Kayasthas of Mithilii) recons- 
tructed on lines similar to those of histancces- 
tor, the Kayastha community of Kamarupa. As 
in Mithila, so in Kamarupa the Dasas are 
regarded as “Kulinas”, then come the Devas 
and Dattas in point of honour in the social 
hierarchy. This order even now obtains 
among the Kayasthas of Kamarupa. 

Maharaja Naraniirayana partitioned his 
extensive dominion into two parts assigning 
the territory which lay to the east of the 
river Sankosh to his brother iSukladhvaja 
and retaining that on the west for himself. 
Thus the river Sankos was regarded as the 
boundary between the two kingdoms. 

In 1537 A. D. the king Naranaraya;»a died 
and his only son Lakhminarayana ascended 
the throne of his father. He was a weak 
minded ^nd vadltating prince and having 
been misled by the counsel of designing 
people, he dismissed Kaylndra Patra, but 
Raghudevanarayana who had succeeded 
Sokladhvaja to the throne of Kamarupa 
welcomed him to his Court and appointed 
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him to the post of the Chief minister to his 
State. At this, Raja Lakshmioarayana was 
very angry and began to consider and develop 
a design by which he would rob Raghudeva o f 
bis possessions. The latter however died and 
was succeeded by his son Parikshit. On the 
receipt of the news of the death of Raghudeva 
Lakshinarayana forthwith invaded his kingdom. 

Not thinking it proper to take up arms against 
his uncle to resist his encroachments, Parikshit 
started for Agra accompanied by Kavindra 
Patra to lay the case before the Emperor. In 
the book entitled "Raja-Yans avail” ». e. the 
Royal genealogical Record by Birupaksha 
Pandit it is stated that Raja Parikshit- 
narayaua accompanied by his chief minister 
Kavindra Patra had audience at Agra of the 
^lughal emperor who being acquainted with Ka^lndr* 
bis case honoured him with a Khtlat and Uagbal 
granted him a Sanad empowering him to 
be restored to all the possessions of his 
father. Before returning he left Kavindra 
Patra at Agra as his agent. On his way back 
Parikshitttarayana unfortunately died of 
small-pox. Kavindra Patra informed the 
Emperor of his death and on his representing 
to him that the late Parikshit bad left no fit 
successor to occupy his place Kavindra 
Patra was appointed to the post of the 
Kannngo of the four Sircars (as we learn 
on the testimony of the “Buranji” of Guna- 
bhiram Barua, under a nominal Nawab whose 
installation in the place of the late Riji 
he sectired from the Emperor. It was at that 
22 
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time, that for the first time, this portion of 
Kamampa came under the Mahomedans. 
Rangamati became the headquarters of the 
Kanungo and Kavindra Patra began to 
acquire by diverse means, landed estates, and 
thus became a powerful Zemindar. 

The four Sircars of which Kavindra Patra 
became a Kanungo were the Sircar Ksmarupa, 
the Sircar Dakshinakula, Sircar Dhckri 
and Sircar Bangal-bhum. These comprised 
the extensive territory between Rangpur 
and Gauhati over which Kavindra 
Pfitra got the right of exercising his 
power. The Sviads which he and his descen- 
dants received from the Emperor conferred 
on them the right of exercising extraordinary 
jurisdiction in criminal, civil as well as revenue 
matters of the province. In 1606, Kavindra 
Patra started for Delhi and it is probable that 
next year he came back invested with the office 
of Kanungo of the four Sircars. It was through 
his efforts that Maharaja Lakshminariiyana 
was forced to acknowledge the suzerainty 
of the Delhi Emperor. 

In 1621, Raja LakshminSrIyana died 
harbouring to the last day of his life ill-feeling 
towards Kavindra Patra. His successor 
Raja Viranarayana began slowly to lose 
many of his possessions owing to internal 
disturbances in the State. 

Kavindra had six sons namely Raghunath, 
Kavivallabha, Vishnndeva, Mahadeva, 
I^iranjan and Kityanand. Raghunath for 
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his wide education and scholarship, obtained 
the title of Kavi-sekhara. 

The name of the second is not expressly SaTt- 
mentioned in the genealogy but from the 
title of Kavivallabha by which he was known 
it is clear that he too was famous as a 
scholar and a poet. In the time of Vira- 
narayana, the king of Koch Behar, Kavi- 
shekhar was slowly rising into prominence. 

The Sanad which he received from the 
Emperor J«hangir in 1029 H (1620 A.D.) 
after the death of his father is still preserved 
among the archives of the Gauripur Estate. 

It may be inferred from this document that K»Tit«kh*r. 
Kavindra died sometime before 1619. One of 
the many Sannds of which Kavisekhar was 
a recipient at the hands of Jahangir reconfers 
on him those revenue-free lands which were 
bestowed on his predecessor by the previous 
Emperor. Greatly pleased with his administra- 
tive skill the Emperor Jahangir further 
granted him a Samui in 1045 H. (1635 A.D.) 
by which extensive revenue-free estates were 
added to his already considerable possessions. 

In some of the Sunads received ■“by l|[m, he 
is even mentioned as the Kanung^ . of the 
Subah Koch Behar from which jt may be 
inferred that he got himself connected with 
Koch Behar. This view receives support 
from the State-papers of Koch Behar 
from which we learn that during the reign 
of Raja Prananarayana, Kavisekhara was 
associated with the administration of his 
kingdom. According to the author of Assam 
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BuranjI Kayisekhara was a conrt Pandil 
of Raja Prananarayana. 

Of the three Bona of Kavl«ekhara, ^Stlnlth, 
Knsanath and Harinandana, the eldest was 
known by his title “Kaviratna Bama”. He 
received from the Emperor Shahjahan and 
Anrangzeb Sanad which confirmed him in the 
Kanungoshlp of the aforesaid four Sircars. 
Besides this he was the recipient of various 
other Sanada in recognition of his good services 
and from one of which we learn that Kaviratna 
(the son of Kavi-«ekhara) who was appointed 
to the post of the Kanungo, having disobeyed 
the orders of the Emperor in conjunction 
with Prananarayana and thereby committed 
the crime of treason is deposed in favour 
Javananda. jaygnanda the son of his brother 
Kavivallabha. Thus the two most powerful 
men of the North Bengal, viz, Raja 
Prananarayana and Kaviratna acted in 
KavlratBa. close agreement even against the Emperor. 

The title of Raja by whieh Kavisekhara was 
decorated by the Imperial JUmiad is still 
used by his successors. Devaraja the son 
of Ka iratnd was able to restore himself to 
the favonrs of the Emperor and receive from 
him a Sun '.d in 1665 A.D. 

Kaviratna had three sons named 
respectively Devaraja, Goknlchand and 
Qoknlcbsad Harihara. After the death of Devaraja 
Goknlchand held the post of the Kanungo 
lor some years. During his time he endeared 
himself to the people of the province by many 
a meritorious acts. He made endowments at his 
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head-quarters at Rairgamari, in a large cale 
tor religious institutions which are recorded 
in his various Sanads and grants. 

Gokulchand was succeeded by his nephew 
Devlpras^ the son of his eldest brother 
Devaraja. From the several Sanads granted 
to him we find that he was confirme 
as the permanent Kanungo of the four 
Sircars. In the S'^^inad of 1667 A. D. he was 
assigned all Dastur and NanJcar fees from 
the Choudhury &c of the four Sircars. By 
the Sanad dated the 25th year of the reign 
of Aurangzeb granted to Deviprasad Dertprasad. 

Kanungo of Yilayat Koch, he was given the 
power to collect Ikintur and Naakar of the 
Fergana Bahirband, Daki and Bari. Thus we 
find that the power, influence and fortune of 
the house had by this time risen to a 

great height. 

The line of Devaraja having become extinct 
with Gauriprasad, the son of Deviprasad, who 
was childless, the succession to the vast 
estate of the family devolved upon Surya- 
chandra the eldest son of Gokulchsnd. In cbandra. 
1774 Bui Chandra Barua, the son of Bjd 
Chandra the brother of Suryachandra succeeded 
to the gadi of the family after him. He 
acquired the Zamindari of the fiveparganas 
of Ghurla, Aurangabad, Makrampur, Jamira 
and Gole Alamganj. From the Deva-Hara- 
Patra of Balaram Choudhury in the Bengali 
year of 1159 we learn that for the maintenance 
of the worship of Goddess Durga he gave 
away some rent-free estates to Bui Chandra 
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Barua. We further know from the circular 
of the Calcutta Board of the Hon’ble the 
East India Company that owing to the 
failure of Balanim Chaudhuri and subsequent 
2^mindars to submit their revenue at the 
proper time, some arrangements were made 
about their estates with Bui Chandra Barua. 
From this it may be inferred that he come 
into possession of several new properties. 
In the time of his son Vira Chandra Barua 
the decennial settlement was made by the 
Bast India Company. About this time, 
Balitan irayana, the Rajfi of Bijni was subjected 
to considerable ill-treatment at the hands of 
the officers of the East India Company. 
Through the efforts of Vira Chandra Barua, 
the oppressions from which the Riija of Bijni 
was suffering, were put a stop to by the 
then Governor General in Council. In 
recognition of the services of Vira Chandra, the 
llaja granted him many rent-free lands. 

It has been previously mentioned that 
Rangamad was the seat of this family from 
the time of Kavlndra Barua. In the documents 
during the Mahommedan time and the rule of 
the East India Company, the head of the 
family was styled as the Raja or Barua of 
Rangama^. In the beginning of the Company's 
rule in ’Bengal, the Zemindar of Rangamart had 
to send in to the Collector at Rangpur 21 
elephants as his portion of the revenue. But 
the expenses of maintaining these animals 
were so great, that the Company did not 
deriTe any profit by selling them. It was 
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for this reason that in 1784 the Company’s 
annual revenue from the Zemindars was Cbandrs 
assessed at a cash sum of Rupees 3101 which 
was subsequently raised to 4221. On the 
death of Yira Chandra his widow Jay-Durgi 
adopted Dhirachandm, son of GunSnanda, 

7th in descent from Kavi-vallabha brother of 
Kavi^ekhar. He was fond of living in princely 
pomp and splendour. He opened a Sndavrata. 

His wife the late Tarinipriya Baruani was 
a pious lady. To encourage Sanskrit learning 
she opened a Chatusp^'hi at Gauripur. 

Dhirachandra was succeeded by his son Pratap 
Pra tap Chandra. He shifted his residence from Chandra. 
RfingamatT to Gauripur in 1850. Here he opened 
free Middle English School and a charitable 
Dispensary. He was a great patron of learning. 

The cost of publishing an edition of Yogavasis- 
tha Ramayana was entirely borne by him. In 
1869, he made a free-gift of Dhubri to the 
Government for the headquarters of the district pren gift of 
when it was transferred from Goalpara. But the Dhubri. 
most eminent of his public services was the help 
which he rendered to the Government during 
the Bhutan war (1865). Probably it was in 
recognition of this service that the title of Rai 
Bahadur was conferred on him. It was 
apparent that the representative of the 
Ringamati Baruas who enjoyed the distinction 
of the title of Raja from the time of Jahangir 
could hardly look upon a Rai Bahadurship 
with anything like a mark of honour befitting 
the traditions of his family. For this, he did not 
attend the Darbar held to confer hononn, but 
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when Mr Campbell the Deputy Commissioner 
came to Gauripur to personally present the 
Sanad to him he had to accept it, to avoid 
bein^ misrepresented as disloyal and 
discourteous. It is a well-known fact that Mr 
Campbell was no friend of the Zemindars 
and this is amply borne out by Government 
records as well as several measures that he 
initiated which ran against the interests of the 
Zemindary during his administration. This led 
toan unfortunate misunderstanding l^twecn Mr 
Campbell and Pratap Chandra. He had always 
felt that Mr Campbell had hardly l>eea fair in 
his dealings with him and this well- 
meant action of the Governn^ent Viz : — the 
bestowal of Ral Bahadurship was taken 
rather as an affront under which he smarted 
to the last day of his life. lie died without 
heirs in 1880 and Kumar Prabhat Chandra 
Barua was adopted by his widow, Rani Bhabanl- 
Priya- 

Rani Bhabani-priyil was a lady of pious 
and benevolent disposition. The most notable 
of her many beneficient public acts was the 
opening of a Satra at Benares Gang-imahalla. 
Here 25 Brahmins are fed daily free of cost. 
She died in Benares in 1909 at the ripe 
old age of 77. 

Raja Prabhat Chandra Barua attained 
his majority in 1896 and received the title 
of Raja as a personal distinction in 1901. He 
raised tjie Middle English School founded by 
his father to the status of a High English 
Sdhool in 1899. He founded a public library 
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at Dhubri and named it after the Hon’ble Sir 
H. I. S. Cotton, C. C. of Assam. 

His numerous public activities and the 
improvements effected in his own Estate are 
too well-known in Assam. He was married 
to Rani Saroj-Bala Baruani in 1896. The 
Rani comes from the well-known Mah^puruahiya 
family of /Sankaradeva and is herself a 
well-educated lady of remarkably pious and 
charitable disposition and has also fully kepi 
up the orthodox religious tradition of the 
Gauripur family. Her untimely death is 
mourned by all. The Raja has 3 sons and 
2 daughters : — 

Kumar Pramathesh Chandra Barua, 
B.Sc. born in 1903 and graduated 
in Science from the Calcutta Pre- 
sidency College in 1924. Married 
to Badhurani Madhurilata, daughter 
of Babu Birendra Nath Mitra of 
the wellknown Kayastha family 
of Simla, Calcutta, 

Rajkumari Nihar Bala born in 1905 and 
married to Srijut Mukunda Nara- 
ya7ia Barua, B. A. in 1917. 

Rajkumari Niliraa Sundari born in 
1910 and married to Srijut Santosh 
Kumar Earua, B. A. in 1922. 

Kumar Prakritish Chandra Barua bom 
in 1914 and is educated at home. 

Kumar Pranabesh Chandra Barua bora 
in 1918. 
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Pedigree of Gauripur Raj. 


1. Mankha D^a (inhabitant of Rarha) 

2. Tankapaoi (came to Dharmapala’s 

j Court at Pataliputra.) 


3. Chakrapani 


4. Sura Dasa 

(left Pataliputra for North Bengal.) 


Dhira Daia 


6. Sridhara. 

I 


Bhudhara 
(Settled in Rarha) 


6. Gadadhara 


7, Raj jadhara (settled in Koch Bebar). 

. I 

8. Irjya Sridhara 
alias Laksmikara 

9. Sulapani alias Vansidasa 

10. Pinikapani 

11. Tankapani ' 

12. Ratnapani 
13. Narasinha Disa 


14. Bam Disa 


Patu Dasa 


Bhnyana 


Sfidbara Disa 
(aathor of Snktikamimrita) 
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9. Sulapani 
I 

10. Chakradhar or Chakrapani. 

alias Sarvakar (defeated Yaduvira or Jata- 
varma of Yadava line). 

j 

11. Devadhara alia* Sndhara Thakur (accom- 
panied Nunjadeva’s expedition to Mitfaila) 


12. Bodhi Dasa or Bodbi Rao ( great poet 
of Mithila) 


13. Anandakara (chief minister) 

14. Chandrakara 

15. Sorjjakara (1324 A.D.) (chief minister 
ofHariSinha) 


16. Pritikara Lakshmi Dasa (His fkmilj held 
the first place in the Kulina Kayastha 
families of Mithila). 

17. Amritakara Thakur (chief minister of Sira 
Sinba of Mithila). 


18. Vijayakara 18. Nrityakar. 


19. Raghtmatha 

30. Krishnakara (minister 
of king Kansa&arayana of 
Mithila). 


19, Bbeloo or Narabari 
Balabari. (minister of Visra- 
sinba of Koch Bihai 
and founder of 
Gaoripur-raj . 

I 

Pay omdhi 

‘I 

VinjOatb 
Katin ra pitra 
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THE SOCIAL HISTORY OE KAMARUPA. 
Kavindra Patra (Vide Appendix IT, p. 66-80). 


KaTisekhar 1 Vishnudeva Mahadeva Niranjan 


Kaviratna 4? Harinandan Bhojadeva Sankar 2 Madhusudan 3 

I » I . .1 

Dcvaraj 5 Nanda Prithi 9 Kunjabhtisan 

I 

Ramgopal 

I 

Dnrgaprasad 10 

Deviprasad 6 Gokut 

I 


Surja Chand 7 Gopal Balchand 11 

I I 

Vishnuchand 8 Bulchand 12 

(1) K«b««kKar — rdvidi ved giant from the Kmperor on the 19tn 
Rabins ^an^, 10u8 Ilijree. lie Avas a favourite of the Kmperor and 
)iad been allowed the llaatnr and Nankar charges foi his loyalty 
and for crrrying out the orders of the <»fiQcers. 

(2) oanlur — was made Kanoongo from tlie beginning of the 
Rabi season of 1063 Perganati. lie was also allowed the Dastur. 

(3) Madhusudan — Who was a Kanoongo, was murdered by Diljit 
Ohaudhury. llis son Kanjwan received a grant from Alamgir 
H.idsliah on the oth bafar 43 corresponding with DOS Bengali, and 
was made Chaudhury in place of Diljit, tlie murderer of his father. 

(4) Kahretan— 11059 11) held the p< st of Kanoongo for a long time. 

(.5) Debraj “Son of Kabratan received a grant from Nawab 

Bahorimal on the 0th Phalgoon, 1205 B. S. He was an able young man 
and a great favourite of the tenants. He was made Kanoongo after 
his father's death. 

(6) Devipratad —received a Sanad from the Emperor on the Otb 
Phalgoon, 1205 B. S. which confirmed him in the post of the Kanoongo 
already beld^^’ him. 

(7) Suraj Cband -received a Sanad from the Emperor on the 25th 
Raiuisan, 30tb year of llis Majesty’s reign which conferred upon him 
the post of Kanoongo that was formerly held by Deviprasad. 

(§) Bitan Chard received a Sanad from the Emperor on the 13th 
Aswin 1144 B. S. which conferred upon him the post of Xaib (agent) 
to the Kanoongo. 

(9) Pritbi Dat—recolved a Sanad from the Emperor on the 9th 
Phalgoon 1205 B. S. which conferred upon him the post of Cbowdhury 
of Perganas Jamra, Sarkar Deklin belonging to theThana Rangamati. 

(tO) Durgapratad ' received a Sanad from Kmperor Shah Alam 
(1181 H) on the 17tb Janiadiub awwal 12t?i Jaloos, which conferred 
upon him the post of Kanoongo. On the 17 th Kabial awwal, 0th year 
of the reign of His Imperial Majesty, he roceivod a Sanad which 
(*oBf6rred upon him the post of Ohdedar of the Fergana Aurangabad. 

(11) 0al Chand -tet^elred a Sanad from Maliammud Furrakh 
Siyar on the 2nd Kabial dwwa ITth year of His Majesty’s reign, which 
conferred upon him the post of Chaudhury of tlie 1 ergana Ghorla, 
Sarkar Dekhri, appertaining to th Thmna Rangamati. 

(121 But Cbsr 4— received the post of Kanoongo (6th Fhalgun, 1203 
B. $.• and that of Cbowdhufy of i erganas Ghorla, Jamra etc« 



Family of Sironani Bhuiya Chandivara and Sankaradeva. 
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Purusottama Thakura 


{ 2 ) 




10. Sarangapani (Samantarl Satra) 


( 3 ) 



18. Visvanatha 



Fajnily of Sanktrode? a. 
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11. Vishnupati Thakura Devakiiiandana 

(Gotra Maudgalya) 



11. Vishnupati (Maudgalya gotra) 
fBishnupur — Ghilajhari Satra) 


( S ) 




Govindapriyi 

married to Gauriksnta Barui Ats. 


( 6 ) 



15. Bamadeva 15. Bhudhara 15. Lakshmi Gauri 

16. Bhagiratha 

17. Banshideva (Baradoa Satra, Gotra Krishnstreya) 



Family of Sankaradeva. 


( 7 ) 



Harischandra Bhaba Dharma 



( 8 ) 


Family of Subhadra Ai, the great grand daghter of 
Sankaradeva. 

Raradera Gabharu-giri (Kasyapa gotra) 

9. (Married Subhadr^l, daughter of Chaturbhuja Thakur 
and great grand daughter of Sankaradevaj 

" I 

10. Ananta Raya 

^ 

I i I til 

11. Ram Hari Keshava Jadav Madhava Vishnt 
Ray Ray Ray Ray t 

1 

12. Aniruddha 

__l 

• . * . I ' . * . 

13. Jagadish Chitra Khuman Kanai Prabodh Mani 

I i 

14. Sarikanta | 

15. Navakanta 

I 

I I" I I “ ~1 I 

16. Jadu Madhu* Dharma Padma Bhava iG. Purnj 

_1 

till 

17. Mahi Rudra Mani Narendra 

Chandra Kanta Kanta 

1 i r 

17. Bhaba Ballabh Jadu De 

Kanta Chandra 


* IG. Madhu 


t 11. Vishnu Ray 


I 

17. Bali 


i 1 

Phani Birn 
dhar dev 

I 


I I I 

Rati Shyama Kamala 

Kanta Rav Kanta 


» . • I I 

18. Makardhvaja Dharma Giridhar Anath 
Kanta 


r 


I 


I 


1 


13. Raghunath Trahinath Ramnath Bholanith 

14. Damodar Samnath 

15. Ghanakanta Jayanath 



Ai, great«rud dtnghtor of 


( » ) 



ChaitanfA 



^Miihrof Subluulni Ai| grMl<grattd daughter of Sankaradera. 

11. Hari Ray 


10 ) 




( 11 ) 



r— ^ *1 Mahendra ( 'I Navachandra 

17. Rama Hari Guoa Likshmi 



Family of Subhadra Ai, great>gra]Ml daughter of 


(12 ) 



16. katueswar Vansidhar Aravinda Dharma Chandra 



Fanily of Runa lUya* cousb of SonkaradoTa. 


< 13 ) 




< 14 . ) 








tr% 



Fanily of Rama Ray, cousin of Sankaradeva. 


( IS ) 




Fudy Ahdhawt ir«iiiHatliar*« brollMr of S o nk o nAn ro 

4» MlUihaYai his ton 6. Ratikanta, his son 6. Ramchandra Dalapati or Hatin Dalai, hit ton 
7. Anantaram, his ton 8. Bhubanesvar 



14. Ghana Banchha Sonaram Bisvanath Gauri Devakanta - Srikanta 



( n ) 


FamUy of Haripala Bhuiya. 

(Zilla Kamanip — Villa^^e Pakoa.) 

1. Krishnakanta (Gotra AlamysLna.") 

I 

2. Vishnukanta alias Harinala 

I 

3. Gayapala 

I 

4. Ramapala 

5* Janardana Saras vati 

1 

6. Govinda (Dighalapuriya Gin) 

1 

I I I 

Mfidhavadeva 7. Datnodara (Unknown) 

I 

8. Ramamdra 

. I 

9. Aniruddha 

10. Bhavasindhu 

I 

11. Sivasindhu 

I 

12. Jagatbandhii 

i 

13. Patitapavana 

14. Banamali 

I 

15. RSma Patoari Achyutananda Bhuiya 

I ^ 

i i I ^1 

16. Ghanasy&ma Ksmadeya Mohana Raya Devaraja. 



family of Har^mla Bbidym 


( 18 ) 



Dhanesvara Pfanesvara 
(died sonless) Harcsvara 



¥waStf of Haripala Bhuiya 
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21. Chir.iuarayana 



15, Rama P«toari 


20 ; 




Family of Haripala Bhuiya 


( ) 




Fainfly of Har^ala Bhuiya. 


( 22 ) 


[ — .ii ^ 
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£3 w 
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Chaudburi Chaudhuri Chaudhuri Chaiidhuri 


Family of Haripala Bhuiya. 


C 23 ; 



20. Bahulochana 





Daityarl Thakura, his son 9. Raghupati, his son 


( 25 ) 



16. DhanaikaQta Dharani 

* He vMtbeSatradblkariof Jamala. HeioitUttedmaD; mtnisto VidihaaTlnntbne. 



FamOr of Romacharta. Tlakura 


( 26 ) 



enjoying tl.e laud granted by tlw king 



The familf of Ramecharana Thakura. 




11. Ruparsma 
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Fudhr RuMcharMa 


C29 ) 



( 30 ) 



16 . MadhaTa-chandra Bhagavan chandra Mahananda 



The FaihiIj of RonichaiidtA Thakura- 
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15. Jajnanarayana ( Bhudeva 

(Satradhikari of Malacha Jayachandra 

16. Prabhatachandra Adhikari (Dalg^a) 



The fanOr of Sridhtf Bhdya ud NartTuia Gamtha. 

I. Srtdhara (Kisyapa gotra) 


( 32) 
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10. Nilakantha Bhuiya 

Bara Kayastba (subsequently Bujhar BaruS) 



1 ' ■ ' I Pttspa Ray Prasanna Jajna daughter GopSl Ray daagbr 

16. Rama Rty Dadhi Rsy narayan Ray liying livm| 

Cbaudburi 



Family of Narayona Gamliha. 
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FaimV of Narayana Gamtha. 
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3.8. Dcbendranarayan Rajendranirayan 



FmbiIj of N«rb];ana Gamtha. 
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17. rrithtimalla Ratnanstba 



10 Manohara Bhuiya (Bujhar Barua) 


( 3T ) 



Sarunath Lambonath 



Family of Narayana Gamtha. 
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alias 

Rupaaath 



13. Mahadeva Nahakar 
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Dandirama Cha/irfirama 
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Jayrmina got title of Maxumdn nd 3o# ^ur£ d rent free land at Lohaguri. 
All hts |>ro^erUes were confiscated by David Scott. 


(. 44 » 


Family of Sridkaim Bhuiya 

PsrgSna Sarultshati — illage GhilSjiri 

j ^ Sridhara Bhuiya ( Gotra Kasyapa ) 

I 

1 

2 . Gadadhara Bhuiy^ 

I 

X, Gobardhana Bhuiya 

! 

8 . Pania alias Panindra Bara Kaya»tha 
1 (wanting 3 generation) 

1 9 : Aniruddha 


13. Pitambara 

14. Janardana alias Danapati Mazumdar 

15. Khagesvara Chaudhuri 


16. Abliimanyu 'lalukdar 


1 

Giridhara 

17. Dharanidhara Chaudhuri 

I 

18, Ranidhara Chaudhuri 



( 45 > 


FamUjr of Sadananda Bhuijra 

Sadanaada Bhuiya of Atreya gotra 

I (settled a[t Kanaujapur) 

r 

I 

T . i 

Adiram Bhuiya Aniruddha 

I 

Kamalakanta Bhuiya 

I 

Krishna-kanta Bhuiya 


Kalikanta ^ Satananda Bhuiya 

(fled to Bengal) (married Kanakapriya, sister of 

Damodara Ata) 

( wanting five genaration ) 

Dharma nara^^a na 

1 

Santa deva 

I 

Bibhudeva 


Samudranarayana Hungru narayana 

I i 

Ganga n&rayana Padma narayana 


Parisurnarayana 
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Funfly of CUrmaoiidU BlitrfsrA ( B&lfgaon ) 

Chiriuiaiida or Chirapati Datta (Kas)*apa gotra) 

2. Narapati ( Balig^n ) 

3. Manapati 

I 

4. Raniapati 

5. Girishchandra 

I 

6 . Nirmalachandra 

I 

7. Kirtichandra 

8. Maheschandra 

.1 

9. Manikachandra 

I 

1 Q, Hr iday achaiid ra 
1 1 . Go vi ndachandra 


12. 

Jagatchandra 

1 

Ajayachandra 

13 - 

1 

Jayachandra 


J 4 - 

1 

Blhuchandra 



15. Saojaya 15. Haradatchandra 

I 1 

16. Manjaya i6. Uttamachandra 

I I 

ry. Laksha | | | 

Dhanirama Datta Pandit Jagesvara Mahidhara 
Datta Datta Pandit 


3. Umapati 

I 

4. Ranjit Ray 

I 

5. Purnachandra 


6. Kalikanta Madhuchandia 

I 

PadmaRay Balikaria) 


ig. Prabhata ch. 
Datta 


Nabin chandra Surachandra 
•Datta D^ta 



( 47 ) 





Lalitachandra 



( 4 * ) 


FwnUy of Sridltwra Bhuiya 

^ Harihar 


1 


1 

Tapodhan (Pakoa) 


Sudhana Talukdar 


g. Diaaraith 

1 

O. Indra 

I 

10. Anuragi 

11, Purnanand 
12« Damodar 
13* Govatdban 



Kati 

1 

. Chala 

„Un..h 


Dhanapati 


I 

Kahapani 

I 


Sabha 

I 

1 


•| Gerapati 
Sanatan 

7. Sudhana Talukdar ( Makhibaha) 


Kama la 
1 
I 

Prana 


8. Jayanirayana h.j son 9. Bhavananda 


..,«r Bama Datta 

lo. T^Hanesvat . 


Raghunalh 

Ambarish 

I 


‘'“‘, 7 ''“' , ^ 1 . 

Mazumdar ^ I | - j Kenftrain Lalmani 

' y ‘| Krishna Kama 

Dhaniram I 

— — — I 1 


Dat^anar&^ana Sabha Jiva 
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Jayan^r^yan acquired BarasaS'Sl free of rent from the Ahotn king*. 
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Fudlf of Cluadra BlndTa, MauzS Bahajani, villages NandagrSm and Purva Kalikuchi. 

8. Narottama, his son 9. Viranariyan, his son 10, HarinSrSyan his son ii. Rfimadisa Kakati (Nandagrlm) 
his son U. Nityananda K8kati, his son 13. Krishnaram alias Haliram Kakati, 


( 51 ) 



§ DhaJ'manarayan while serving as the K^lkati or Secretary to the Baruas of the Chand-kuti S^-ate. exposed to a decision as to 
what class of Kayahtha he is and how much honour he is entitled to, and after much deliberation by the Bairuai it was proved that he 
belongs to one of the Biro Bhuiyi families of Assam. 



F*may of Dinamoni Bhuiy., Father-in-Uw of Chabirbhi^ tiio r udoon of Sankara IW 

I. Dinaroani Bhuiya (Kauaika gotra) (Mauza Dhannapur, Charabari Satra) 
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Buda khaii'a Famfly or the Kakati FamUy of Barapeta. 

Buda KhSn Bhiiiya ( Parasara gotra ) 

( wanting 6 genaratton ) 

i. 

Jaciumani Bhuiya 

i 

Uddhava Hhuiya 
(wife of Menarajitai) 

I 

(jadadhar Bhuiyji Medhi 

I 

Kali\a Kanu Bhuiy:> 

! 

Kcsava Ray Bhuiya 


Kamdhan Bhuiya Kripiimaya Dhaniram Bhuiya Medhi 
I Bhuiya Medhi | 

(Daughter) Batahi • Premnarayana 

j Chintamani 


Nifilniaya (8 ) Ramananda Chaudhuri Gopinath Bhuiya 

Jayanarayan Gopalnarayan 

alias j 

Anintarani Chwudhuri ( 

j Gaurinarayan 

Harc>var Chaudhuri 



( 5-4 ) 



landra Anandamohan P>irimohan 



FainUy Lohmbara Bhuiya-^Chaudhury fanii/ of Mauta Khata V illage Khatabari. 

I. Lohabara. (Sandilya gotra) 


( 55 ) 



14. Ratna KrUhnai 



C 56 ) 



16. Sivanath 



12, Halabhadra 


( 57 ) 



amendra Gajendra 



( 58 ) 


The Family of Harnrallabh Miiiiya (Dwara Harua) 

(original home Kuyanbhag) descendant of Lohabara 
9. Harivallabh (Dwar Barua) 


10. Vallabh Bay (Dwar Barua) 


Raghu j 
Riya j 

Kalyan Raya 

(Bujhar Barua) 


I ^ i .1 

II, Bhagavata Sundara Ray Binanda Raya 
Raya 

(Bujhar Barua) 

i 

12. Vijaya 


13. Gaja Ray 


14. Vansiraya 14. Rkghav Raya Rudra Raya Durjana 

15. Lakshmi Raya 

I 

16. Paraniananda 



FamUy of Gadidhar Bhuiyi! or Badabhgajyii Chaudhuri family of NSma Baclabhftg (MikhibahS) 

I. Laiidilbara his son 2. Chandivara Hhinva 


( 59 ) 



BuddhinWyan hit ton 1 3- Ssoti aod VaflainStSyan 



( 6o ) 



Gancsanarjiyan 



FamOy of Subhonkara Dasa or the Famly of Badanagaria Barua 

I. Subhafikara Dasa • tKasyapa Gotra) 

2. Lakshmana 


( 6i ) 



It feema that he was a descendant of Pratapa Bhuiya. 



Family of Subhankara Data or the MazumdSr Famfly of Chamta 

6. Jayanarayan 


( 62 


) 



Harindranarayan Haranarayan Kalinaiayan 
(Wife Satyabhama) 



Family of Subhankar Da»a or the Mazumdai Family of Chamta 

4. Srinarayan alias Sriniith, 


( 63 ) 




The Mazumdar Family of Chamta 


( 64 ) 



ll.Janaki Sakta Bhavan Kesava. 



Family of Landabar Datta of Jhaparkuchi and DaiilataL 


( 6s ) 



15* Sindhunath 

He is tsid to be ,1 contemporafy of Chandivara Siromahi Bhuiyi 



( 66 ) 




( 67 ) 



Madanamohan Sundaramohan 



(66 ) 
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Kanungui Gokulachandra Baru^. 



G«uripur Raj Family, 
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9* Harakanta Svarfipa KaHchandra daughter daughter 

(Bi rachandra Barua) chandra (left no issued Sarvesvari^ (married Chandresrarl^ (married to 

(left no igsue) to Ratnesvara Barua) Visvaniith Barua). 

* He got on the Qth Magha, 1117 B.S , sanad from Nrisinhadasa Neogi and Chandkhan Ch.iudhiiri Datta Zamindars of Paragina 
Jdmira (or building a dwelling house in Mau/a Raipur. 



Harakanta 
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( 72 ) 



daughter Prabhvati 
married to 
Chandranarayana 



( 73 ) 


Gauripur Raj Family 

8. Durgamohan 

9. Suryyamohan 

wife Puruapriya or Purnimapriya 


10. Prapanath Atmarama ChandraJohan Sanjayamohan 
I Madhu'rama 


1 1. Ganapatt 


Danapati 
(left no issue) 


12. Harapati 


Dhanapati 


13 » Ghandrapali Dha^avan 


Aruna 


S. Vishnumohan 
(wife Yasoda) 

9. Krishnamohan 
(wife Sumitra) 


Jagatmohan Haragovinda Gopilamohan 

Rud«™„ha„ <''>■ "» 

(left no issue) 

S. Kuiijamohan 

I 

g. Devimohan 
(wife Soiiapriya) 

T ~^j j 1 

IC. Manomohan^hapdi- Siramohan Radhamoban cdpi- 

II. Pushpamohan mohan 

iidopted Bakatmal 
Barua. 



( 74 ; 


Gauripur Raja Family 

5. Kusanatha (L^masundara or Umananda Barua> 


6. Jagajjfvana 6. Ramajivana 

(Raghavcndra) wife Ahalya 


7. Srinati (Nandakifiora^ 7. Nandalala 

wife ChandramaU wife Satyabhama 

I 


Gaurinandana Hhav&ninandana Raghunandana 

(left no issue) (wife Lakshmipriyaj left no issue) 


9. Hcmanarayana Bhairavachandra Name unknown 
^wife Kamalesvari) (wife Vidya) • daughter married to 

I Rudrapati Barua) 


to, Bharatachandra daughter, Bimala 

(wife Ratneavari) (married to Tilakchandra Barual 

I 

I (. daughter Kambhsvati 
"married to 
Sukiachandra Barud.) 



GmaHpur Riij« FamUy 




7 ^ 


Gauripur Raja Family 

8. Rnmachandra (Haralala) 
I Two wives 
I Srimati 
I 2nd Riisesvari 


q. Harakisora Barua Krishnakisora Barua daughter Jhapuri 
^ I (married to 

' I Dinanatha Barua 

lo. Aiiandakisora daughter 

i Aiiandamayi 


- j 

I 

II. Ciindhara (Kisorikisora ) Bansidhara (Lalitakisora) 


Gauripur R^ja Family 

6. aRamajivana Baru?\ 

I 

I ! 1 

7. Krishnajivana Vishnuprasada Gauriprabada 

(loft no issue) I 

Gangaprasada 


8. Lakshmiprasada 
(left no issue) 


K^niakhyaprasada 
(wife Syandri) 


9. Hemanarayana Kimjarnma 

Barua Barua 


Brajendranarayana 

Barua 


( 77 ) 


Gauripur R&ja Family 

4. Kavivallabha 

I 

5. Jayasanda 
6, Dharmaraja 


7. Syama Ray Jagadisa Barua 

8. Vinodarama Mahendranarayaua 

wife Manasa Devi (died unmarried) 


9. Gunananda Kaliprasada Achyuta Devi * Basudevi 

daughter Narayani 
(married to Radha Deka) 


10. Naresvara $rinarayana daughter Devayani 

(married to 
Dcvendra Barua} 




( 7 « ) 


Gaoripur R»ja Family 

5. Harinandana Barua t 


1 _ • I _ I _ 

6. Brajamohan Barua Nandanandana Chandrakanta Barua 
Heft no issue) Barua (left no issue) 

I 


7. Rainagopala S Chandragopala Nandagopala 

(Two wives the name (left no issue) left no issue) 

of one was Padmapriya, 

the name of the other 
is not known) 

1 __ 

I ' I i 

8. Haragopala Durgaprasada daughter 

(left no issue; X (left no issue) (name unknown) 

t There is a sanad dated 14th Fal^una B. S. 1112 granted to 
Harinandan K^nungoi by Rani Satyabatt Deb>a piving him free of rent 
certain Kismats in the Parganas of Bahirband and Bhitarband. 

% He got a sanad from Rani Satyabati on the iith Falgoon 
^1 133 B. S. for building a dwelling house. He was also given rent 
free land in Yabakpur. 

X On the 5th Agraha>ana of 1215 B. S. Durgaprasada Baiau 
made a gift of his ancestral tanks of Syampur, Putimari and Baniarkuif 
as well as some Khamar land to Ohirachandra Barua the grandson of 
Bulchandra Barua by means of a Hebanana. One of the witnesses 
iittesting this Hebanama was Gangaprai^ad Daita the the grest^grand 
lather of Satis Chandra Barua. 



79 ) 



armamal Mahendranii 



Gauripur Raja Family 
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> SiddhesYara (Samudrabhushana) Sagarabhushana daughter (name unknown! married to 
wife Sarvcavari (left no bsue) §atananda Barua 

^ daughter Tndrcsvari (married to Ramakifora Barua) 
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124 

Aohyiita 

127 

Ata 
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129 

Balinarayana 
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AcU lihuiya 
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Baliparia 
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123 

Adirariia 19 

, 20 

Balia Ijba Baya 

... 

128 

Atlitya 


Balia la Sona 

159, 

162 

Adi vara ... 5 

, 25 

l>amagt)ta 

... 

134 

Ahatii'^iiria 

128 

Jbimuiiia 


134 

AirbliitL 

134 

Bamunia Sect 

... 

140 

Ajanabha 

147 

Ban a CJiaran Ata 

. . . 

125 

Ajita 

127 

BanaL^aya (iiri 

88, 

134 

AiiibariMha 

127 

Banajj^ava Madhava Ata 

124 

Amrita-kara Thaknra ... 

164 

Banamali 

. . . 

120 

Anandiram Chaudhuri 

25 

Ban:j;al-bbiim 


180 

Anaiita 

127 

Baro Bhuiya 


9 

Anatita Aodiarva IG, 24 

liara Ata 


125 

Ananta Kandali 109, 111, 

125 

Baradoa narsasatra 


133 

Andbratbari 

IGl 

Bara Mnkunda Ba 2 )u 


125 

Aninid<lba 

10 

Bara Ktis!\na 


127 

Aniruddha Jibuiya 

15tb 

Bara Xadi 

9 

, 33 


151 

Barana^^ara 129, 11, 40, 74, 

101 

Apabaria 

133 

parapeta 100, 101 

121, 

148 

Araviiida 

127 

Barapeta Satra 


118 

Arjnna 

12G 

Bara Phukaii 

. . . 

133 

Arnnaoliarana 

127 

Bara Sanalana Ata 


124 

x\rya Sridbava 

154 

Barekhela 


125 

Assam Biiranii 

5 

Bari liana 


36 

Asvakranta OG, G7 

Baia-Teinuni 

. .. 

50 

Ata-bliakta Sambad 100, 

IIG 

Balii-Bhatta 


2 

Atliarakotba 

77 

Batudasa 

... 

159 

Aiiniati l^^j Idl, 

132 

Batadrava 

. .. 

12 

Aurnnt'aViad 

173 

Bansi 


41 

Badag'dia 

128 

Beliera 


126 

Ba la ir<^raitiada 

118 

Beja Dalai 


128 

BadaiiPc^ara 11, 18,71, 

101 

Beja Kuchia 

... 

148 

B'^du Vishnu Ata 

118 

Bejeni 11, 40, 

129 

Baba^)ari 

127 

Belas idhi 

... 

125 

Babari 

14S 

Bb anipura 

... 

127 

Baibagu 

3G 

Bhanuinati 63, 

64, 71, 72 

Baiali 

41 

Bharana 

. . . 

25 

Baku la Kayastha 

63 

Bliarati Bapu 


125 

Balai 

18 

Bhaskara 

- - . 

101 

Balain 

1G3 

Bhati 

40, 49 

Balarama 

12G 

Bhatia 


126 

Balaram Chaiidhary 173, 
Halarama Dvija 

174 

BhatO'Kuchi Satra 

118, 

128 

130 

Bhatta-dcva 


110 



( 2 ) 


Bhavananda 65, 

201, 125 

Bhavaninatha 

6 

Bhavaninatha Khasnabis 76 

Bhedila 

36 

Bheragrama 

18 

Bhiraasena 

65 

B h o j avarraan 

... 156 

Bhokhara 

36 

Bhota 

62 

Bhotan 

24 

Bhotiya 

12, 19, 

Bhuiyaa 

32, 64 

Bhutias 

... 105 

Bhuvan 

... 159 

Bh u vaneavari 

112, 149 

Bihiopuria Madhava Ata 124 

Bila Napatipara 

... 148 

Birupaksha Pandit 

... 169 

Bodhi Dasa 

... 162 

Bodhi Rao 

... 162 

Brahmak unda 

... 130 

Brahma Ilaridasa 

... 142 

Brahmanaiida 

5 

Brahmananda Bhatta- 

charya 

70 

Brahmaputra 

24, 98 

Brihatbhadra 

24 

Brihat Rajavannavali 

... 164 

Buda Khan 8,21, 95, 96 

Buda Raya Deo 

50 

Bui Chandra Barua 

173, 174 

Buradia 

48 

Campbell 

... 176 

Chagokina 

... 120 

Chakadasa 

... 153 

Chakradhvaja 

29 

Chakrapani Dasa 153, 

154, 127, 
133 

Chama^ori 

127, 138 

Chamariya Satra 

... 118 

Chamuya 

24 

Ohand Shah 

... 109 

Chandra 

... 22 

Chandraprabha ’ 

... 71 

Chandra Sekhar 

26, 27 

Chan Kham Gharsandikai 28 

Chanugirl 

8,22 


Chnopiilal 10 

Charu Bhuiya 23, 40, 42,143 
Chatan ... 126 

Chaturbhnja Bapu ... 125 

Chaturbhuja Thakiira 134, 38 
Chaulkhoa ... 48 

Chedi ... 156 

Chhamuka ... 127 

Chbekera tuliya Qopinath 

Ata ... 124 

Chidananda 6, 8, 20 

Chikrahari ... 36 

Chila Raya 23, 53, 65, 70, 71, 

73, 103 

Chirabari Satra 
Chirananda 
Cbirapati Datta 
Chirapati Bhuiya 
Chuklung tnung 
Daityari Thakura 


22 
... 125 

20 
8 

17 

82, 100, 
101, 140 
51, 10 
118,134 


Dakshina Kula 
Oalagoma 
Damodara 18, 102, 116, 118, 
121, 126, 133, 143, 145 

Damodara Ata 20, 128 

Damodara Charita ... 5 

Damodara Deva 5, 25, 109, 
117, 119, 129, 144, 146 
Damodariya sect 102, 146 
Bhandapani ... 128 

Daranga-Rajavansavali 6^ Sdi, 

64 


Dana 

Dasarathi 

Datta 

Debechharia 

Dekagiri 

Deva 

Devadhata 
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